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CRAPIER I 
IN'l'RODUCTION 
1. The Problem of the Dissertation 
The dissertation under consideration is in the area of Chris-
tian biography. Through study and research into the lives, ideas, 
and methods of great men, much can be gained in the art of achieving 
similar goals and objectives in one's own life. The specific field 
of interest in this study is in the area of homiletics. The purpose 
of this dissertation is to describe the ministry of Ralph Washington 
Bockman vi th an aim to discovering the reasons for the wide appeal of 
his message. 
More specifically, the problem of the dissertation centers 
around the following questions. What are the qualities needed in a 
minister in order that lives and modes of living will be changed 
toward more Christ-like ways as a result of one's ministry? Why has 
Ralph W. Bockman been more successtul in this type work than the 
majority of Christian ministers? Has Boclanan' s ministry actually 
achieved its effectiveness through his own native ability, or has 
circumstance pushed him ahead to unwarranted heights? What are sane 
of the characteristics of Soclanan' s ministry that might be beneficial 
for other men of this profession to study? What has been the secret 
1 
of his successful ministry not only' at Christ Church in New York, 
but also in his ministry to the world? 
2 
Such a study appears to be valid due to the following unique 
areas of his ministry. Dr. Sockman has the unusual record of serv-
ing only one church since his graduation from Seminary forty years 
ago. Probably no other church in the country has taken one of its 
l~n, trained him for the ministry, and :immediately upon graduation 
from Seminary invited him to be their spiritual leader. What has 
been the reason for his great appeal over four decades to a congrega-
tion uniquely situated at the geographical center of the great city 
of Manhattan? 
Moreover, for a quarter of a century Dr. Soclanan has spoken 
to a nation-wide audience each Sunday morning over National Radio 
Pulpit. The National Broadcasting Company estimates that approxi-
mately five million people throughout Canada and the United States 
listen to his sermon each week. What is the reason for the wide ac-
ceptance of his message? 
Furtherfore, Sockman has not limited his influence within his 
city or nation; but he has distinguished himself as a world-wide 
churchman. Why have leading church officials throughout the world 
looked to him for guidance and therefore invited him to address such 
distinguished bodies as Methodist General Conferences, World Methodist 
Conferences, and world Council of Churches meetings? 
Indeed, a record such as this seems wortqy of serious conte~ 
pl.a tion and study. The intent is not to place Dr. Soclonan on a 
3 
pedestal as an object to be worshipped, but rather as a living force 
whose spiritual effectiveness both in the pulpit and in the world par-
ish illustrates causes and results of Christian ministerial progress. 
2. Defini tiona 
An explanation should be given in regard to the interchange of 
names given to the church which Dr. Sockman serves. For the first 
sixteen years of his ministry, Sockman was pastor of The Madison 
Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church located at the northeast corner of 
Madison Avenue and Sixtieth Street in New York City. In April 1929, 
the church purchased land at the northwest cormr of Park Avelllle and 
Sixtieth Street for the building of a new church. On November 15, 
1933 Bishop Francis J. McConnell consolidated the Madison Avenue 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the East Sixty-First Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church, thereafter to be known as Christ Church at the new 
location on Park Avenue. This will clarifY the names of the church 
as they are used interchangeably in certain sections of the thesis. 
A:ny statement not supported by footnotes within the thesis may 
be assumed as coming from interviews held between this author and Dr. 
Sackman. 
3. Limitations 
In a study of this nature, the author of necessity has been 
limited in the amount of bibliography available. Since no major ex-
tensive study of Sackman has been made prior to this time, it has been 
necessary to resort to a considerable number of interviews with people 
4 
close to the facts concerning Sockman's activities. This makes the 
study more valuable since the author has been able to get first-
hand facts from people who have experienced personal relationships 
with Soclanan. This tends to give this piece of research a higher 
degree of accuracy than if the biography were written fifty years 
from now when the generation of people that actually knew Seckman 
had passed away. Then the material contained in the work would tend 
to be less accurate and more on a "hear-say" basis. 
The Bibliography contains a complete list of Sockman' s pub-
lished works. Though the author read hundreds of his unpublished 
sermons and addresses, it would be impossible and unnecessary to in-
elude them in a bibliography. 
4. Previous Research in the Field 
The only other published research pertaining to Ralph w. 
Sockman is found in a study conducted by three professors of Yale 
University regarding the effectiveness of several religious radio 
and television programs. The resu.l ts of this survey as it applies 
to National Radio Pulpit are contained in the section dealing with 
Soclcman' s radio ministry. The results of this research were published 
b,y Harper and Brothers in a book entitled The Television-Radio Audi-
~ and Religion by Everett G. Parker, David w. Barry, and Dallas 
w. Smythe. 
" 
5. .!!!! Methodology£!_.!:!!,! Dissertation 
During a five-week period in the fall of 1956, this author 
closel1 observed the work of Dr. Sockman at his church in New York 
City. The writer was given complete access to all the files per-
taining to Sockman 1 s sermons and secular addresses. In order to 
supplement this information, a considerable number of personal inter-
views were arranged with parishoners, fellow ministers, radio executives, 
church officials and educators in order to obtain a complete picture 
of the life being studied. Not least in importance were the many in-
terviews with Dr. Sockman himself. His unending patience and inter-
est in giving of his time to this project further emphasizes his 
concern for the problems of all men. Visits to his hometown in Green 
Valley, Ohio, resulted in interviews with macy persons who had been 
classmates of Sockman in the one-room school house. All of these in-
terviews have added to the total findings revealed in this disserta-
tion. 
Upon considering the basis for organizing this thesis, the 
author felt that the material could best be divided into three major 
sections: JlalUel1, a Biographical Surve1, the Christ Church Ministry, 
and the Ministry to the World. In this way the total. impact of the 
man can be most full.1 expressed. 
This writer has quoted Sockman throughout the dissertation quite 
extensivel7. There are llla.ey reasons for doing so. The nature of the 
subject material is quite different than the usual ~ of thesis. 
Here we are dealing with a person who is still living. Since most 
6 
of the material is not available in printed form for public consump-
tion, this author felt it valuable to assemble much of it within the 
thesis. The illustrative material supports ideas that the author is 
trying to convey. A case in point is found in the section dealing 
with the many letters received from radio listeners. Of over twelve 
hundred letters which were read, twent,y have been chosen which serve 
as an illustration of the vast diversity of people who listen to 
National Radio Pulpit. It also shows their feeling in regard to the 
value of this program in their ewryda;r life. 
In conclusion, the method of conducting research for this 
dissertation centers around personal discussions with Dr. Sockman, 
the reading of his published books, the reading of his sermons, and 
personal interviews with numbers of friends and associates. The suc-
ceeding chapters demonstrate the results of such a stud;r. 
Partl 
A BIOGRAPHICAL SURVEY 
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CHAPIER II 
BACKGROUND AND EARLY IEARS 
1. Ancestrz 
Little is known concerning the detailed genealogy of the 
family of RaJ. ph Washington Soclonan. Both Dr. Sockman and his sister, 
Mrs. Luther Barre, are quite sure that the exact details of their 
ancestry do not go back beyond their immediate parents. The assist-
ance of a professional genealogist would be needed to extract a 
famil.y" history from past records. To produce such a document is 
beyond the scope, interest, and intent of this dissertation. Suffice 
it to say, the Sockman lineage stems from a union of English and 
German stock. 
i. Maternal Backp-ound. On the maternal side, the Ash family 
migrated from England to America in the great fiood-tide of nineteenth 
century i:amdgration. After experiencing many of the hardships of 
traveling across rugged Pennsylvania in a horse-drawn wagon, the,-
finally settled in the Northwest section of Ohio known as Wood Count,-. 
In the early history of America, this section was called the "Black 
Swamp" due to its proximi t,- to the western shore of Lake Erie. During 
the early ~riod of Ohio statehood, the water was drained .from this 
land and constructive measures were taken to prevent further drainage 
into this area. Consequently, Wood County became excellent productive 
8 
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farm land and throughout the past one hundred and fifty years its rich 
black soil has produced the best crops in Ohio. Realizing the value 
of this vital land, the Ash family decided to settle there permanently. 
Presently there was born to this Wood County family, a daughter who 
was named Harriet (Hattie) 0. Ash. She is the mother of Ralph w. 
Sockma.n. 
ii. Paternal Background. Meanwhile, approximately one hun-
dred miles south, the family of Washington Soclan.an had settled in the 
little farming village known as Green Valley in Knox County, Ohio. 
On the tombstone across from the Green Valley Chapel, the birth and 
death dates for Washington Sockman are given as 1814-1891. It is not 
known exactly when Washington Sockman came to Green Valley; but it is 
believed that grandfather Sockman 1 s family arrived in this country from 
central Germaey. After migrating to Western Pennsylvania they later 
moved into Ohio and settled in this beautiful hillside vallage of Knox 
County. In an interview with Mr. Harry Patterson, one of the oldest 
residents of Green Valley, the writer learned that washington Sockman 
was the organizer and a charter member and trustee of the Green Valley 
Chapel. Church records also support this fact. Since this year (1956) 
is the centennial anniversary of the church, it can be certain that 
Washington Soclanan had settJ.ed in Green Valley by 1856. 
Shortly thereafter, a son was born to the washington Sockmans, 
named Rigdon Potter Soclanan. He was to become the father of our sub-
ject. Little is known concerning how these two young people met; but 
10 
eventually Harriet 0. Ash became the bride of Rigdon Potter Sackman 
and the couple settJ.ed in the rural Ohio cOllDllUD.ity of Green Valley. 
2. Birth, Childhood, ~ Developnent 
On October 1, 1889 in a little frame farmhouse amid the roll-
ing hill section of Knox County, Ohio, a child was born who was to 
become not only a great spokesman for Methodism, but also one of the 
outstanding preachers and Christian leaders in twentieth century 
Christendom. He was christened Ralph Washington Soclanan. Of special 
interest at the centemdal anniversary celebration of the church in 
September 1956 was the presence of Minnie Ferris Norris who served as 
the practical nurse or midwife to Hattie Sackman during the birth of 
both Ralph and his sister, Ethel. 
The childhood of the Sackman children was spent on the beau-
tiful 16o-acre farm in Green Valle,-. This littJ.e rural village is 
situated appro:x::imately fow miles southwest of Fredericktown, Ohio, 
and six miles northwest of Mount Vernon, the county seat. Life in 
this small rural village had both advantages and disadvantages for a 
growing boy. The village people lived much to themselves, working 
unceasingly in order to make a profitable living from their farms. 
Because his boyhood was spent in the coun~side dotted with the roll-
ing hills of central Ohio, ,-oung Soclanan grew up without realizing 
the crowded living conditions in many of our larger cities. Not until 
,-ears later when he came to New York City was Soclanan aware of slum 
areas and the conditions caused by crowded living in temment districts. 
11 
Ralph Sockman' s boyhood, however, was not a life of ease and 
carefree pleasure. It is difficult for a person born in the present 
generation to reconstruct the ways of living that were common almost 
seventy years ago. When one visits Green Valley today, he thinks 
nothing of the paved roads, automobiles, and homes with modern con-
veniences, i.e. electricity, telephones, running water, washing 
machines, radios, and television sets. These modern-day necessities 
were unheard of when Ralph Sockm.an was a growing boy in Green Valley. 
Communications such as newspapers and mail were received only when 
the family made its weekly or semi-monthly trip by horse and carriage 
into Mount Vernon. In spite of the lack of these factors contribut-
ing to easy and luxurious living, the farm families moulded them-
selves into a strong unit dedicating themselves to the home, church, 
and the village. Young Ralph and his sister worked diligently doing 
the necessary chores which farm life demanded. At times the income 
from the farm was not sufficient for the family requirements, and the 
father had to supplement his resources by working as a building wreck-
er and contractor. As the two children became older their responsi-
bilities on the farm increased proportionately in order to free the 
father for extra work in the city. In time, Potter Sockman became 
one of the best building contractors in the Mount Vernon area, and by 
the tilDe the two children were ready for college the family savings 
were sufficient to help finance their education. 
The Sockman home was one of happiness and joy due to the strong 
family ties of devotion between its members. The children received 
12 
their first Biblical instruction from their parents as they sat as a 
fam.ily group around the 'l(armth of the coal sto-ve on cold winter even-
ings. Previous generations on both sides of the familY had placed 
spiritual disciplines high above all other values in life. It has 
' 
already been noted that Washingt~n Sockman organized the Green Valley 
Chapel exactly one hundred years ago. Through interviews with var-
ious townsfolk it was learned that he was responsible for building 
the belfrey and instaJ.ling a bell abow the roof of the chapel. 
Thereafter, the call of the church rang out across the green fields 
of the valley for all men to gather together at least once a week to 
bow in praise and thanksgiviqg before the presence of their Creator. 
On the maternal side, the parents of Harriet 0. Ash had been 
leaders in the church and therefore it is not surprising that she in-
troduced to her own children the faith and hope that had been in-
stilled in her. In macy- ways the insight and religious zeal of 
Harriet o. Sockman may be compared with that which possessed the mind 
and personality of Susanna Wesley as she tried to make religious 
truth understandable to her offspring. Family devotions were a daily 
necessity. lever a day began without the familY offering up praise 
to Almighty God. Likewise, never a dq ended without a petition of 
thankfulness for the blessings and opportunities for service that the 
day had brought forth. 
The dq1 s activi14.Y began early on the fann. Father and the 
two children were up before d~:ybreak doing the early morning chores 
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down in the barn, while mother was in the kitchen preparing break-
fast for the entire family. Following a hearty breakfast and family 
devotions, Ralph and his sister would set out on the eight-tenths 
of a mile walk to the Green Valley School. They continually prided 
themselves that they were never tard;r at classes even though ll1a.I\Y 
farm chores had to be completed before school time. When the number 
of jobs increased on the far.m they met the situation by getting up 
earlier. Towards late afternoon, as the sun was beginrrlng to hide 
itself behind the rolling hills, the two children could be seen 
making their w~ home across the fields where more farm chores await-
ed them. Following the evening meal a Bible session was held and 
after evening prayers the family would go upstairs to bed in order to 
be wide awake for the work of the following morning. It would be 
well to emphasize, however, that the work of each day was not re-
garded with an a:ir of boredom; but the family was knit together so 
solidly that the children were pleased to accept responsibility in 
aiding their parents in whatever way possible. 
Saturdq was the big day of the week to which the whole family 
looked forward. Ralph and his father would occupy themselves with 
odd jobs in the morning. After lunch the horses were harnessed to the 
carriage and the little family of four would journey six miles to the 
county-seat town of Mount Vernon in order to do the weekly shopping. 
Here they would meet other farmers and discuss such diversified sUb-
jects as politics, farming, and rearing children. These excursions 
gave the familia~ a change of scenery and tended to break up the more 
routine labors of farming. This also gave them a chance to purchase 
the weekly newspaper and receive any mail that might have cane for 
them since the last visit. Here was offered the opportunity of con-
tact with the outside world and to observe life among the city folk. 
In the summertime such trips were often made three times a week in 
order to sell produce to tb.e city markets. 
There were times during this early period of young Sockma.n' s 
life when the country was suffering from a business depression. 
This was during the period of Grover Cleveland's second administra-
tion (1893-1897) when money was tight. In 1893 the country suffered 
£rom a severe panic, and the government• s gold reserve fell far below 
the danger point. A great business depression began at this time and 
lasted for four or five years. One long-time resident of Green Valley 
in depicting Cleveland's Administration said, "Money wasn't seen in 
this here valley--just barter in Cleveland's Administration." Oc-
casionally, the weekly visit of the huckster wagon helped bring pro-
duce from the city to the man in the coun"t.ry. The farmer would trade 
butter and eggs to the huckster who would provide him with such food 
items as cheese, crackers, and coffee. 
Sunday saw the family again climbing into the horse-drawn 
carriage; but this time they were headed for the little Green Valley 
Chapel, located approximately a half mile past the school house. It 
was a typical one-roam church with two huge coal stoves which were 
fired by various laymen in an attempt to keep the worshippers warm. 
15 
Sunday was known as a family dq and centered around the things of 
spirit. 
Since the church comprised a four-point circuit, the travel-
ing preacher was able to visit only twice a month. However, the 
Sun~ School session was held every Sunday morning and on eve:cy 
other Sunday afternoon the two-hour preaching service would be con-
ducted. Sunday evening the Sockmans would have their own family 
service in the parlor of their home. Here they would sit around the 
old family organ lifting their voices to Almighty God in praise and 
thanksgiving as their mother played the great hymns of the Christian 
Church. 
With such a religious atmosphere in the home and community 
it is not surprising that Ralph Sockman eventually found himself 
heading towards the Christian ministry. 
CHAPI'ER III 
THE lEVELOPmG MIND 
1. Education 
This section is concerned primarily with the formal education 
of Ralph Washington Sockman. The previous chapter has considered 
that vital period of learning fostered by home instruction. Let no 
man depreciate the value of religious home training during these 
early formative years. Let no man depreciate the value of home re-
sponsibili t;y in working as a family unit on the lands which God had 
given them to till. Here were gained experiences of practical learn-
ing which for over half a century have continued to make Ralph 
Sockman admired by the rural dweller as well as the big business 
executives of Park Avenue. Here were introduced the incentives for 
learning that were to mature into more specialized areas as his for-
mal educational training progressed. 
i. Public School Education. The main purpose in this chapter 
is to trace the formal education environment and instruction that 
brought the intellectual growth of the man to its full maturity. We 
shall first consider those early years of public school education. 
(1) Green Valley Schools. Until very recently, the Green 
Valley Schoolhouse was located on the main road that runs through the 
village. Within the past few years the building was moved to a new 
location at the other end of the valley. However, when one stands on 
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the site where this house of learning once stood, it is still possible 
to visualize and recreate the scenes of sixty years ago when Ralph 
Sockman attended the school. Directly opposite the school site, a 
dusty dirt road leads up the hill for eight-tenths of a mile to the 
old Sockman farmstead. This farm is still owned and operated by 
Ralph and his sister, Ethel. Today, a tenant farmer occupies the 
original white frame house where both the Sockman children were born. 
Walking from the door of the farmhouse, the writer retraced the steps 
that the Soclanan children must have followed each morning on their 
way to school. The dirt road, bordered by cornfields on either side, 
winds downhill until it finally turns a corner and comes to a crude-
ly constructed iron bridge over a littJ.e river. Once the Sockman 
children had reached the bridge, the schoolhouse would have appeared 
in view directly ahead. 
The school day began early in the morning after the children 
had helped their families with the farm chores. During the fall and 
winter school started a little later in the morning due to the delayed 
appearance of daylight. Since effective lighting equipment was lack-
ing, there was nothing to do but wait for the sun to appear over the 
top of the hills. Each morning, the teacher would be standing in the 
doorway of the school waiting to greet each of the pupils as he ar-
rived for the day's classes. She could look across the main highway 
and up the dirt road which crosses the little iron bridge, and then 
bends towards the left leading up the hill past the Sackman farm. 
Every morning the teacher could see RaJ.ph and Ethel as soon as they 
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had walked onto the bridge. They would be carrying their schoolbooks 
in one hand and a dinner pail in the other. 
The simplicities and inconveniences of a one-room schoolhouse 
can hardly be imagined today. O:f the conveniences that we take for 
granted in our own schoolhouses, only the blackboard and desks were 
familiar in this rural community. Electricity, running water, and 
automatic heat were among the modern necessities that were missing. 
Different pupils were chosen each day to walk up the road to the near-
est :farmhouse and return with a bucket of drinking water. All stu-
dents showed little hesitation in drinking out of the same dipper. In 
spite of the lack of more sanitary precautions, disease and sickness 
were kept well under control. Two •pot-bellied" stoves were continu-
ally demanding more coal in order to keep the embers from burning out. 
This job was generally delegated to the teacher or to one of the older 
students. 
Grades one through eight were grouped in the one room school-
house and the teacher was equipped to teach all subjects offered in 
the various grades. The nmnber of pupils in attendance varied from 
twenty to forty, depending upon the season of the year. During plant-
ing time and harvest season, ma.ey of the older boys would leave the 
classroom in order to assist in work on the home £ann. This peak 
period of work on the farm also affected the teaching situation. 
Through the long winter months, a male teacher was often the instruc-
tor, while through the fall and spring, a wcman would usually take 
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over in order to free more men for the hard farm labor. '!his system 
seemed to be the trend throughout the rural school systems of our 
countr,y during this period. 
'!he school day was spent in a fashion somewhat similar to that 
of toda\1. The routine of classwork, recitation, and study was broken 
up in mid-morning and mid-afternoon qy a ten-minute recess. Various 
recreational activities would be engaged in. Notewor~ among these 
extracurricular activities would be a quick jump into the cold waters 
of the stream that ran behind the school building in the woods. Gen-
erally, this was experienced on the first warm day of spring and in 
late Indian Summer. Needless to sa::r this was engaged in by the boys 
only, and furthermore, it was against the rules of the school. How-
ever, boys, as today, had great enjoyment in breaking rules for 
pleasures they could not forego. 
At noontime the students would eat their lunches at their 
desks. Then they would begin the afternoon session. The subjects 
taught centered in spelling, arithmetic, geography, science, and 
reading. Ralph Soclau.an learned to read by using the famous McGuffey 
Reader. This book not only taught the disciplines of reading, but 
also taught a moral lesson as well since each section or selection 
painted a picture depicting high goals of morality. 
When school was out in mid-afternoon, the two Sockman chil-
dren could be seen making their way down the dirt road, across the 
bridge and then they would take the winding road up the hill to the 
farmhouse. Upon arriving home from their day's mental activity at 
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school, they would devote the remaining time before sup~r to phys-
ical labor on the farm. 
These activities in the Green Valley School were during the 
period of the famous Boxwell Examinations. This was a competitive, 
comprehensive examination of knowledge that was necessar,y for a stu-
dent to pass if he were to be advanced to the high school level. No 
matter what age, if one could successfully pass this exam, he was then 
ready for the next stage of education. By the time Ralph Sockm.an was 
twelve years of age, he had completed the eight grades in the Green 
Valley School in six years and having satisfactorily passed the Box-
well Examination was transferred to the Fredericktown High School. 
(2) Fredericktown High School. Before proceeding, an ex-
planatory statement should be made regarding the educational level of 
high school in comparison with todq 1 s system. Sixty years ago the 
need for receiving a high school diploma was not as great as tod~. 
Because of labor demands on the farm, the average school boy could 
not spend twelve years on formal education. Since the majority of 
pupils returned to farm. work after their period of education, the 
grade school system gave them a well rounded background to meet the 
demands of farm living. In the first eight grades, the pupils learned 
many subjects that are now the job for the high school to teach. In 
other wards, education was not as specialized and spread out over so 
many years as it is todq. One old time resident of Green Valley said 
to this writer as we passed by the school house he had attended, "In 
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eight years, there's where I received rq grade school, high school, 
college, and graduate school education.a Here was an elderly man 
who had been a successful fanaer and a respected citizen of the 
valley. His eight years of schooling had been just as vi tal and 
necessary to him and his farm work as a graduate school education 
today is necessary for a ~sician. It is important to keep these 
facts in mind as this portion of the study is considered. 
In observing that Ralph Sockm.an successfully completed the 
Boxwell Examination at such an early age, one realizes that the 
scholastic brilliance of this young man began to assert itself rather 
early in life. From now on everything he attempted was undertaken 
with great determination, and mediocrity had no place in his think-
ing. His aim in life was fixed upon the goal of doing the best 
possible job with the faculties God had given him to use. To the 
present day he has been constant in this goal and has given of his 
best energy and devotion to all causes that have won his loyalty and 
approval. He expresses this feeling in his own personal creed which 
is: "Give the best you have to the highest you know and do it now. nl 
one of the first minor changes that came in his youthful 
routine of living began the day he entered Fredericktown High School. 
Turning awa:y from the one-roaa schoolhouse and the little Green 
Valley village where he had been happy and contented in his younger 
years, he now traveled the four miles each day into the town of 
1 Interview with Dr. Sockman, September 26, 19$6. 
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Fredericktown to the new experience of a larger school and community. 
Since it was too long a distance to walk, his father bought him a 
horse which he quickly saddled each morning and proudly rode the four 
miles to the city. Here at Fredericktown High School the great in-
tellectual ability of Sock:man began to demonstrate itself. He became 
an outstanding student both scholasticall.y" and socially. In June of 
1906, at the age of sixteen, he was graduated from Fredericktown High 
School with the double honor of being the youngest graduate in the 
school's history and of being chosen class valedictorian. This was 
the first official public address he ever made.l 
ii. Advanced Education. Upon graduation from high school, 
Ralph Sockman was undecided as to his life work. Therefore he spent 
one year teaching the first eight grades in a one-room schoolhouse 
near Green Valley. During this period he lived at home and assisted 
his father on the farm. By this time he had graduated from riding 
horseback and now rode in a horse-drawn carriage to his teaching as-
signment. 
Late in 1907, the Sockman family moved from the Green Valley 
farm to the county seat ot Mount Vernon. Here the father devoted his 
full tillle to his work as building contractor. 'lhe farm was not sold; 
but a hired man was acquired by the name ot "Tom" who lived in the 
farmhouse with his family and devoted all of his t"i.n2 to farming. 
1 Valedictory Address: "The House of Dollars." 
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The year of teaching was a valuable period in the life of 
Ralph Soclmlan for the simple reason that he was able to spend con-
siderable tim.e in serious thought concerning his future plans. He 
began to realize that he had a gift for teaching and therefore desired 
to perfect this talent by further education. 
(1) Ohio Wesleyan University. By the time school had 
ended in June 1907,. Ralph Sockman had decided to enter college. Thus 
in September he left Mount Vernon for Delaware, Ohio, where he en-
tered Ohio Wesleyan University. His mother accompanied him on the 
journey to Delaware and spent the first five day's seeing that her son 
was comfortably settled in his new environment. Before leaving home, 
RalJX! had been admonished by his father not to join a fraternity at 
Wesle;yan. However, the persuasive powers and rushing techniques of 
the men at Ihi Delta Theta soon captured this new student's loyal ties 
and to this fraternity he soon pledged his allegiance. Ralph 1 s father 
accepted his son1 s decision with no bitterness; but advised him to be 
cautious lest sane tragedy occur. His father's skepticism of the 
fraternity system stemmed from a tragic accident that occurred the 
previous ;year. During initiation procedures, the son of a Univer-
si v president was strapped to a railroad track. The students had 
made arrangements with the engineer of the next scheduled train to 
stop his locomotive one hundred feet up the track from where the ini-
tiate was tied. Tragically and unfortunately, an unscheduled train 
came down the tracks wi tb. terrific speed and the wheels rolled over the 
boy's body causing immediate death. After so recent an experience as 
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this, it is little wonder that Ralph Sockman's father was overly cau-
tious in his warning to his son. 
'lhe beginning of his residence and study at Ohio Wesleyan 
brought about a change in his way of life. This was the first com-
plete break with his home environment and family attachments. This 
is a phase of life filled both with happiness and sadness. All men 
have this experience at least once in their lifetime. His periods of 
homesickness and loneliness were soon eased by the challenges and 
loyalties of his new college environment. 
At Wesleyan, Ralph Sockman came in contact with students from 
all areas of life who were preparing themselves for numerous fields 
of endeavor. Here he was introduced to a more intellectual environ-
ment filled with philosophical thought patterns which served to 
quicken his sense of analysis and evaluation. In the midst of these 
college years, he began to catch sight of God's creations in a new 
perspective. 
He proved himself an able student at Wesleyan and subsequently 
received recognition by being elected to the national scholastic hon-
orary fraternity, Hli Beta Kappa. His extracurricular activities 
centered around the Ohio Wesleyan Debating Team. His ability to speak 
for or against an issue received wide acclaim and therefore his in-
terests began to turn towards the preparation 'for the law. One of 
Sockman's Ohio wesleyan classmates describes his scholastic status in 
the following words: "Ralph Sockman' s success has never been a 
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surprise to those of us who knew him in student days. He was a bril-
liant student, a gifted orator, and a precise debater. nl It m~ well 
be that the experiences he received as a debater may have sown the 
seed which has now come into its full fruition. 
In order to help finance his education, he worked two summers 
during his vacation from Ohio Wesleyan selling aluminum-ware from 
house to house. The third SUIIIIfler he worked with his father in the 
wrecking and construction of buildings. Also, he did some work on 
the family farm in Green Valley. These summer jobs not only provided 
additional financial resources to .further his education, but they also 
gave him that rich experience in salesmanship which is a vital factor 
in the work of any minister. 
(2) Columbia University. After graduation from Ohio 
wesleyan in 1911, he left the area of the country which had nurtured 
his educational training for over twenty-two years and journeyed to 
New York in order to prepare himself for the law at Columbia UniversiiJ. 
During these student days at Columbia, various experiences directed 
his attention away from the law toward the profession of the Christian 
Ministry. Several of these determining factors shall now be con-
sidered. 
In order to finance his way through scho9l, he worked from 
1911-1913 as Intercollegiate Secretary of the Young Men's Christian 
Association. Through encounters with numerous young men lost in the 
-
1 Interview with Dr. Howard LeSourd, October 3, 1956. 
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loneliness of New York Ci -cy, he decided that he could make good use 
of his talents by being an interpreter of life to men and women who 
had lost the way. Therefore he made the important decision that 
a1 though law and teaching were im.portant careers, the minis t.ry came 
first. In more recent years he has given his reason for believing 
that the ministry was an important profession: 11A preacher is an in-
terpreter of all life. I'm continually trying to teach mw people, 
my students, and myself to be as broad as the Bible. nl 
Another factor which greatly affected his decision for the 
ministry c~ about through his association with members of the 
Physicians and Surgeons Club of Bew York City. He received board 
and room for the various odd jobs which he did at the club. Here he 
came in contact with many young physicians who attended church at 
the Madison Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church. Some of the physicians 
invited him to attend church with them. Gradually he became so in-
valved in church work that the minister and several organizations 
began to ask him to teach various classes. Due to the relationship 
with the ministers of this church, which shall be discussed in the 
next chapter, his outlook on his future livelihood began to change and 
subsequently set his goal towards the ministry rather than the law. 
Therefore, upon receiving his Master of Arts degree in Political Sci-
ence from Columbia in 1913, he entered Union Theological Seminary. 
1 Mario·n Homer, ncross Roads of the City," World Outlook, XLIV 
(1954), 36. 
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(3) Union Theological Seminary. Then, as today, Union 
Seminary was closely affiliated with Columbia. Therefore, it was 
natural. that he should enroll in this sister school. In the field 
of homiletics, Ralph Sockman came under the expert teaching of the 
great preaching giants of his day. Among these were Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, Hugh Black, Henry Sloan Coffin, and Johnston Ross. His in-
terest in the art of preaching grew under the direction of these 
men, and he supplemented his interest by listening to such preachers 
as Charles E. Jefferson and John Henr.y Jowett who were active church 
leaders and preachers on the New York scene during this period. In 
1917, Ralph Sockman earned his Doctor of Hli.losophy degree from Union 
Seminary and went out into tm world to try and put his classroom 
theories into practical use. 
In concluding this chapter, it is well to nots that Ralph 
Sockma.n entered the Christian ministry not merely from the exper-
iences he encountered in his relationships with men on the New York 
scene. Rather, these New York experiences moulded into proper sha~ 
the background that has been develored in the past two chapters. The 
seed producing thif!l realization was sown in those early childhood 
days of parental religious instruction and finally flowered into full 
bloam when he realized the needs of the world as he encountered them 
in the lives of men and women in what was then the second largest 
cit.r in the world. 
CHAPI'ER IV 
THE IEVELOPING MINISTER 
1. Pastoral Record 
One of the most unique facts concerning the ministry of 
Ralph w. Sockman is his pastoral record. He has the UDUsuaJ. dis-
tinction of serving only one church since his graduation from 
sellli.nar,r forty" years ago. No other church in the country has taken 
one of its young l~en, trained him for the ministry, and immedi-
ately upon graduation from seminat7 invited him to be their spiritual. 
leader. 
i. Associate Minister. Prior to the coming o£ Sockman as 
minister of Madison Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, there had 
been a procession of short pastorates. In 1911, Sockm.an became a 
J~eaber of the church under the pastorate of Dr. Wallace MacMullen. 
ShortJ:y thereafter, while Dr. Charles Mead was minister, Sackman made 
the decision to enter the ministry and thus received his local 
preacher's license. It was at this time that Dr. Mead invited him 
to become his week-end assistant minister. For working as student 
assistant and teaching a Bible class, he received the SUil of fifty 
dollars per month. nus part-ti.m.e church position gave him. ample 
time to carry on his studies at Union Theological Seminary. 
Dr.Mead remained at the Madison Avelllle Church for one year, 
after which he resigned to become minister of Trini t.y Methodist 
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Church in Denver, Colorado. 'Ibis was during the period when Dr. John 
Henry Jowett was preaching to a packed house 3unda1 after Sunday at 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church. Although Dr. Mead was an ex-
cellent organizer, he was unable to attract the crowds to his preach-
ing services. Therefore he resigned trom his New York church and 
arter a successful pastorate at the church in Denver he was elected 
to the Episcopacy. 
Dr. Lucious Bugbee was offered the New York post but refused 
it. Dr. Robert Brown ot Asbury Church in Rochester, New York, also 
turned down the invitation because or the knowledge or the wide popu-
larity of Dr. Jowett's great pulpit appeal. Finally in 1915 a sue-
cessor was found in Dr. Worth M. Tippy who accepted the invitation 
atter a successM. pastorate at Epworth Church in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Dr. Tippy was a kindl:y person, a good pastor and an efficient organ-
izer. During this time Sockman had been serving as Tippy's associate 
minister and "profited greatly by contact with the gracious heart and 
organizing mind or that great personality. ttl Dr. Tippy resigned in 
1917 after having served eighteen months, and Ralph w. Sockman was 
asked to become pastor. 
ii. Appointed Minister ot Madison Aveiii18 Church. In an inter-
view vi th Mrs. Carl Fowler or Glen Rock, New Jersey, this writer 
learned the following details concerning the condi tiona on which Ralph 
1 George T. Wood, "Studies of the American Pill pit: Ralph w. 
Sockman," ~ Homiletic Review, 92 (1926), 268. 
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Sockman accepted his new appointaent. Mrs. Fowler has long been inter-
ested in the Methodist Church and is one or the oldest members or 
Dr. Soclaaa:n' s congregation, as far as membership is concerned. Her 
father-in-law was a bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
According to Mrs. Fowler, Dr. Soclaaan asked the Pastoral Rela-
tions C<lllllittee for one week in which to make a decision regarding his 
appointment to the Madison Avenue Church. This was a mc:mentous choice 
for a relatively inexperienced young man to make. The major portion 
or his time was engaged in the writing of his Fb..D. thesis. Would it 
be possible for him to accept the church position and still do justice 
to both jobs? At the end or the week he appeared before the committee 
and inforJII&d thea or his acceptance, provided they would relieve hia 
of preaching at the evening service. With his Fh.D. studies he felt 
it impossible to prepare two sermons a week. This is most interesting 
when seen in the light of the DOIIber or weekly sermons and speeches he 
prepares today. The comnd ttee gladly accepted his teras and under his 
direction the church has grown steadily throughout the entire llinist17. 
In 1942 when Dr. Sockman celebrated his twenty-fifth anniver-
sar,y as pastor or the church, there were one hundred and five or the 
original four hundred and fifty meabers still living and active in the 
church. Todq, that membership has grown frO!II. four hundred and fifty 
to two thousand members. The membership has become five times greater 
and the budget ten times larger. 
The ministry or Dr. Ral.:fh W. Sockman at Madison Avenue Methodist 
Episcopal Church which is now known as Christ Church has been a truJ..y 
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outstanding record of nearly forty years of religious service not only 
to the maey people living in the largest city in the world; but also, 
by aid of modern methods of COllllllunication, a ministry to the entire 
country and world. This will be considered in the last two parts 
of the dissertation. 
2. Family Life 
i. Marriage. The largest Methodist Church in the vicinity of 
Green Valley was, and is today, the Gay Street Methodist Church in 
Mount Vernon. The minister of the church from 1893 to 1897 was The 
Reverend W. C. Endley. Occasionally, the Sockm.an family would ride 
into Mount Vernon in the horse drawn carriage and at tend the Gay Street 
Methodist Church in order to hear Dr. Endley preach. In 1897, Dr. 
Endley accepted an invitation to become minister of a Methodist Church 
in the northern part of the state. Ralph Sockman vividly recalls the 
day that he accompanied his family to Mount Vernon to hear Dr. Endley 
preach his farewell sermon. The church was crowded when the Soclaaans 
arrived and the only seats available were in the pew where the min-
ister's family was seated. That evening Ralph Soclanan sat next to 
Zellah Widmer Endley. A few· years later at Ohio Wesleyan Universiv 
the couple met again as classm.ates and young Ralph reminded Zellah of 
their previous acquaintance that certain evening in the Gay Street 
Methodist Church. 
Zellah Endley only remained at Ohio Wesleyan two years and then 
transferred to Oberlin College. This enforced separation, however, did 
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not cause their fondness for each other to waver. Conversely, their 
affection continued to grow until they were married on June 16, 1916, 
while Ralph was writing his thesis during his senior year at Union. 
ii. Children. This union was blessed with two children, named 
William. and Elizabeth. '!bey brought great happiness to this home; 
but li'Ving in a mid-town Manhattan apartment had its disadvantages. 
Because of crowded city conditions, the children were sent to country 
day boarding schools as soon as they attaimd school age. There they 
might take advantage of all those qualities of nature which are lack-
ing in a skyscraper city due to lack of trees, grass, and lawns for 
recreational activities. 
Later, William was sent for his preparatory education to the 
Hill School for Boys in New Jersey. Upon completing his work at the 
Hill School he went to Harvard and Columbia 'liniversi ties for his col-
lege work. William was not only a brilliant student, but possessed 
a unique gift and talent for writing poetry. In 1949, the Sockman 
household was saddened by the untimely and unfortunate death of William 
at the age of twenty-one. The parents learned of their son's death 
while Dr. Sockman was on a lecture tour in Texas. They immediately 
returned to New York and journeyed to Mount Vernon, Ohio where William 
was laid to rest in the family burial plot close to the beloved hills 
of Green Valley. As a memorial to their son, the Sockmans have fur-
nished and dedicated a meditation room in Christ Church where Dr:. 
Seckman and his associate ministers spend a few moments in prayer each 
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Sunday before participating in the morning service. 
The daughter, Elizabeth Ash Sockman, after graduating from 
Vassar College, was married to Mr. Sterling Thomkins. They reside in 
Summit, New Jersey, and their home abounds with the joy that comes from 
four small children. Dr. and Mrs. Sockman receive great pleasure from 
being in the compaey- of their grandchildren. The children have affec-
tionately given their grandfather the nickname, "Dizz. n Dr. Sockman 
o:f."ten uses the experiences encountered with his grandchildren as sermon 
illustrations. In referring to these youngsters, he can often be heard 
beginning an illustration with the phrase, 11I know a certain little girl 
who •••• • 
3. Honors 
Dr. Soclaaan is held in high regard, especially within educational 
and religious circles. His thoughts and advice on controversial issues 
are continually being sought. He must be given credit for the ability 
to see both sides of a question and to offer an evenly balanced solu-
tion based on sound Christian principles. For this reason, never a 
year passes without some outstanding honor or unique position being 
bestowed upon him. Since :to name them all in detail would require a 
thesis in itself, we shall mention merely a few of the more outstanding 
honors. 
i. Degrees. During commencement time or each year, Ralph 
Sockman visits numerous college campuses either as the commencement 
speaker, as the recipient of an honorary degree, or both. In this way, 
34 
he is able to influence and speak to many college students regarding 
moral truths as they stand upon the threshold of their new lives. The 
list of honorar,y degrees is long and noteworthy. 
Oberlin made him doctor of divini t.r last Novem-
ber; the University of Tampa, doctor of humane 
letters in Ja.nuar;r; Columbia University, June 1, 
doctor of sacred theology; Duke University, June 7, 
doctor ot letters; Ohio University, June 13, doctor 
of laws. 
How far has Dr. Sockman marched in step with 
"Pomp and Circumstance" in academic processions 
since Ohio Wesleyan in 1911 made him. a bachelor of 
arts? The total distance would include commence-
ments at Columbia University (A.M. '13, Fh.D. '17); 
Union Sem:inar;y (B.D. 116); and the following insti-
tutions which earlier honored him with doctorates: 
Ohio Wesleyan University, Dickinson College, New 
York University, Rollins College, Florida Southern 
College, Washington and Jefferson College, and 
Northwestern. I 
Perhaps the greatest honor came to h:im three years ago during the 
great anniversary celebration of Columbia University when thirty-three 
honorary doctoral degrees were awarded to outstanding persons from 
every walk of lite. Other recipients of degrees at this commencement 
included: President Eisenhower, Secreta17 of State John Foster Dulles, 
the presidents of Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and Rutgers universities. 
The citation read in Dr. Soclcman' s behalf honored his h'UDI.ani-
tarian service to the city of New York for nearly half a century of 
devoted work. 
Ral};h Washington Sockman--An eloquent voice, fear-
less, intelligent, tolerant and respected across the 
1 Christ Church Mont.hly Paper. September 15, 1954. 
land; a scholar proudly claimed as alumnus by' 
this universi"GY; for nearly four decades filling 
a distinguished pulpit of this city, applying 
with meaningf'l11 force to problems of the day 
eternal truths of God; in the community giving 
generously of his talents in causes that enrich 
men's lives; a spiritual. leader, a light that 
glows more brightly with the years.l 
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ii. Churchman 2!_ ~ !!!!, • In 1955 the Washington Pilgrimage 
Convention honored Dr. Soclanan as the leading Clergy-Churchman of the 
Year. He was cited for "his outstanding service to his country ••• as 
a valiant guardian of world peace, an inspiring teacher, and the au-
thor of many volumes of practical religious thought. 112 
Others cited at this same time were President Eisenhower as the 
Lq-Churchman of the Year, and Congresswoman Francis P. Bolton of Ohio, 
as the Churchwoman of the Year. 
iii. Director ~ the New ~ !!:Ql or ~· Dr. Sockman was 
recently honored by being appointed Director of the New York Hall of 
Fame following the death of President Emeritus Angell of Yale University. 
This is an honorary position which he will retain for life. Serving 
with h.illl as members of the Board of Electors are such distinguished 
persons as Dr-. Howard Hanson, composer and condu.ctor; Dr. lleinhold 
Niebuhr, Union Theological Seminary; Crawford H. Greenewal t, president 
of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and COJRpall¥; Herbert Hoover, former United 
1!!! ~Times, June 3, 1954. 
2 Christian Advocate, 130 (1955), 633. 
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States President; Sherman Adams, Assistant to President Eisenhower; 
Oveta Culp Hobby, former cabinet member under President Eisenhower; 
John Dos Passos, author; Dr. Charles Mayo, surgeon; Deems Taylor, com-
poser and music critic; Dr. Nathan Pu.sey, President of Harvard Univer-
sity; Dr. Grayson Kirk, President of Columbia University; and Senators 
J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, Ralph w. Flanders of Vermont, and 
Jose}il C. O'Mahoney of Wyoming. These men are also elected for a life 
term. 
The shrine now houses eighty-one busts and tablets of famous 
Americans. Candidates for the Hall of Fame must receive majority votes 
from the Board of Electors. 'lhe names which the electors act upon are 
those of famous persons who have been dead for at least twenty-five 
years. These names may be submitted to the board by any person in the 
United States. 
The first bust to be installed was that of Horace Mam, forty-eight 
years ago. Since that tillle such names as Wilbur Wright, George Westing-
house, Henry David Thoreau, William James, Stonewall Jackson, Andrew 
Carnegie, and Woodrow Wilson have been elected to the Hall of Fame as 
a constant reminder to all generations of the men who have helped make 
America s trong.l 
Dr. Sockman presides over the meetings of the Board of Electors. 
In addition, he conducts the dedication ceremonies at the unveiling of 
busts. 
1 ~ ~ Times, Januar,y 16, 1955. 
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In SUJDma:t"T, the purpose of this section has been to present 
the chronological biography of the man who is the subject of this 
paper. Year after year Ill-. Sockman continues to add stature not 
only to his own brilliance ani ability, but more important, he 
awakens in people a new appreciation into the whole realm of reli-
gious thinking and acting. In the remainder of this thesis we will 
examine how this has been accomplished. 
Part 2 
CHRIST CIIJRCH MINISTRY 
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CHAP.lER V 
THE MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
1. Christ Church Ministry 
In this and the following two chapters, the author intends to 
deal with three specific areas which have brought distinction to the 
ministry of Ralph Washington Sockman. at his church in New York City. 
His work at Christ Church can best be evaluated by examining it in 
those areas where his ability has been most pronounced, namely: 
the Ministry of Christian Fellowship, the Building of a Church, and 
the Ministry of the Word. This writer is ever mindful that all min-
isters have these same responsibilities. However, in the case of Dr. 
Soclanan there is a uniqueness which has contributed toward making his 
ministry more highly recognized not only within the circle of his 
Christ Church membership but throughout the Protestant Church at large. 
It is the aim of this section to show Dr. Sockman in the role of a 
pastor and to indicate reasons that have kept him as minister of one 
church throughout his forty years of work. 
2. ~ Minister ~ ~ People 
One of the outstanding qualities of Dr. Sockm.an' s ministry is 
his adaptability to unusual and difficult situations. The proof of 
this statement is borne out early in his life, as seen in the transi-
tion from the rural habitat of his youth to the urban life of a great 
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metropolitan center like Hew York City. True, eight years of college 
and seminary served as a mellowing influence towards adjustment; but, 
nevertheless, the majority of men would have found the change most 
difficult. Only a person with a world-wide vision, sympathetic with 
the problems of all classes of men, and eager to expend his energy in 
preaching the unsearchable riches of Christian living could have made 
a success in accepting the leadership of the Madison Avenue Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 
i. Constituancz of Congregation. The Sunday prior to America's 
involvement in World war I, Dr. Sockm.an entered the pulpit as the new 
minister of the Madison Avenue Church. This was a tremendous undertak-
ing for a man so young and relatively inexperienced. The membership 
of the congregation was composed of people who represented a cross-
section of American life. Here were gathered the extremes of men of 
abundant wealth sitting next to men of extreme poverty; men and women 
acquainted with world-wide travel assimilated with others who had 
never been off the island of Manhattan; and members of New York's 
sophisticated socie't7 mixed with men of utaost simplicity. A common 
allegiance to the Christian faith was the only thread that co'Uld 
possibly hold such a congregation of divergent interests together. To 
present the Christian truth in such a w~ that it would speak to the 
needs of all types of men and women represented in the congregation, 
was the great challenge facing the new minister. To prepare sermons 
in order to hold the interest of such dissimilar groups would be no 
easy assignment. 
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Nor was this the only challenge which Dr. Sackman experienced 
as he began his work. Several problems occurred which had to be 
met forthrightly. To these we shall now turn our attention. 
One needs to keep in mind that Dr. Sockm.an had not exper-
ienced the advantages of world-wide travel as had numerous mem-
bers of his congregation. Up to the time of his leadership of the 
Madison Avenue Church, he had never been out of the Northeastern 
section of the United States. Indeed, he was acquainted with only 
two types of living: the rural life on an Ohio farm, and student 
life in Delaware, Ohio and New York Cit,-. How could a man speak 
intelligently and interestingly to persons whose experiences and 
views of life had been colored b,y contacts and acquaintances with 
the world's differing cultural patterns as they traveled extens-
ively from continent to continent? 
Another question, of no minor importance, which had to be 
faced was how to increase his awareness and understanding concern-
ing conditions of poverty which were suffered by many members of 
his congregation. How could he speak to these people's needs when 
he had never experienced the pangs of' real poverty himself? 
Moreover, his inexperience was naturally further accentuated 
due to the fact that he was a mere twent,--eight years of age when 
he succeeded to the ministry of this metropolitan church. Here was 
a man just out of college and seminary who had acquired a consider-
able amount of book knowledge and theory; but was he going to be 
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able to translate this learning into practical advice and help in 
aiding the real problems and concerns of the men and women COI!lpos-
ing his church membership? 
Through persistent hard work and a determined will, Ralph 
Sockman successfUlly rose abo~ these suggested.hinderances or limi-
tations. The new inexperienced minister was compelled by his unique 
situation to read diligently in search of sermon material which would 
interest the world-wide traveler as well as the city dweller. There-
fore, he pressed forward and labored unceasingly. In order to acquire 
a broader view of life, he acquainted himself with all types of lit-
erature and participated in ~rous civic projects. Due to his 
surplus physical energy he has alwqs been able to work way into the 
early morning hours. This phy'sical trait has been of inestimable 
value in moulding the pattern of his life so that he can meet the 
challenges of his unusual ministry. Rarely does he retire before two 
o• clock in the mc;>rning. Six hours of sleep seem. to be sufficient to 
carry him through the eighteen hours of his working day. In describ-
ing her husband's everlasting ability to work at a project, Mrs. 
Sockman sqs, "Ralph has alwqs been a persistent worker. His work 
is never do• because he strives for perfection in all that he at-
tempts. •1 
ii. Pastoral Relations COlllllittee. Keeping in mind the prob-
lems raised :in the preceding section, the question might be raised 
1 Interview with Mrs. Sockman, September 26, 1956. 
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as to the reason why a pastoral relations committee would extend an 
invitation to such an inexperienced young man. Were they taking a 
chance in hoping that Dr. Sock:man could bring leadership to their 
church, or was there a reason for knowing that this young minister 
possessed abili~ 
The practice of extending an invitation to an inexperienced 
man only twenty-eight years old to become senior minister in one of 
the largest churches of his denOJiination in the largest city in 
America, is certainly a rare incident. The impossibility of such 
a precedent looms even greater when one considers that not only was 
the consent of the various members of the committee necessary, but 
also the agreement of the District Superintendent and the Bishop had 
to be considered. 
Furthermore, the future destiqf of Madison A1enue Church was 
at stake in the selection of a new leader. The previous eight years 
had wit.Dessed a series of short pastorates. This caused the member-
ship of the church to experience a period of decline. Therefore, 
the Pastoral Relations Committee sought a minister who would be cap-
able of building the church organization and also one who would 
have a great appeal from the pulpit. They were also in search of 
a man who would be willing to remain longer than the short two-year 
pastorates of the preceding men. 
For four decades Dr. Sockman has labored untiringly through 
his preaching and organizational efforts in building this church into 
a great citadel of Methodism in the center of Manhattan Island. Why 
was he chosen for this position? The author was infor.med in an in-
terview with a person close to the situation, that during his years 
as assistant minister, Dr. Sockman demonstrated his homiletical 
talent, his organizational ability, and his affinity for understand-
ing people 1 s problems by interpreting them in the light of Christian 
truth.1 Therefore, in this period of apprenticeship he so captured 
the respect of the church leaders that they were certain they had 
found the right man to lead their church into the great institution 
that it has becane. 
iii. Understanding City Dwellers. Dr. Sockman' s church is 
situated at the geographical center of New York City. For this 
reason, it is easily- accessible to people from all sections of 
Manhattan as well as the out:cying boroughs of the city. However, 
this is not the major reason why people have been attracted to this 
church. More important, men and wome~ have come to realize that at 
Christ Church they can listen to a preacher who demonstrates through 
his sermons an understanding of the concerns close to their own 
hearts. In other words, this minister speaks to the :ceeds of city 
dwellers. 
The fact should not be overlooked that Dr. Soclonan began his 
ministry in New York during a period when church interest was on the 
1 Interview with Mrs. Carl Fowler, October 4, 1956. 
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increase. America's entrance into World War I helped create this 
situation. During wartime, people instinctively become more con-
scious of their religious needs. In attending Madison Avenue Church, 
they found that the young preacher brought new insight to their 
ma.l\V" problems and fears concerning war and its accompanying quality 
of death. This is not to sq tb.at the war was indirectly respons-
ible for his initial success. It is mentioned merely to indicate 
the ~ of situation confronting him as he began his work. The 
test of a man 1 s ability apJ:e ars after the country returns to normal 
peacetime living. In the case of Dr.-. Soclanan, he continued to at-
tract the crowds largely because he spoke to their needs as city 
dwellers. He understood the lineliness tb.at comes frcm the imperson-
al living evidenced in a large ci v. 
It seems rather paradoxical that a person who had spent so 
~ years in a rural enviromnent could so quickly and easily adapt 
himself to city living. More amazing is the fact that he has ac-
quired an understanding and awareness of the problems that confront 
the people who live in crowded areas. On second thought, perhaps the 
reason for his success along this line stems from the advantages he 
encountered through spending the dqs of his youth in a rural farm-
ing community. Contrasting the city with the country, he is better 
able to evaluate those qualities which are lacking in the city. 
Throughout his active ministry he has continually sought to restore 
to city life the community spirit that is found in normal country 
envirol'JIIlents. His evaluation of tb.e city problem is expressed in 
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the following review of a speech delivered before a church confer-
ence in Cleveland six years after he became minister of the New York 
church. 
In this paper he analyzes the urban mind, 
indicating that he has found that in the city 
the power of numbers makes the individual 
shrink in his sense of personal worth and 
there is a weakening of personal responsibil-
i~. He portr~s the results of the almost 
universal custom of tenancy in the big city; 
how its hurry leaves no time for concentrated 
thought; of the Bzy'Sti.cal tendency of certain 
modern cults, and of the divided mind that 
makes the city an aggregation of warring 
camps.l 
What is a possible solution to these problems encountered in 
city living: In addressing the Methodist Conference on Urban Life 
meeting at Columbus, Ohio, on February 24, 1954, Dr. Sockman 
stressed his belief that the greatest need for a large city was 
the building of a sense of community spirit. In this address one 
may discern the influence of his rural background which shapes his 
thinking in regard to city living. 
City dwellers are not individually worse 
than farmers. Rather, their sense of personal 
responsibility is dwarfed by the pressure of 
numbers. It is harder to maintain high civic 
and social standing in the big cities for that 
reason.... In the long range corporate life 
it is possible to harm maqy people you cannot 
see. We can steal in such a way that we do 
not realize we are stealing. 
1 George T. Wood, "Studies of the American Pulpit: R. w. 
Sockman," The Homiletic Review, 92 (1926), 268. 
What is needed is connnuni ty spirit. Ii thout 
it, urban living will destroy our souls. 
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Whose responsibili't\f should it be to bring about a program 
of community spirit in a large ci V? Dr. Sockman is not an ideal-
ist who l:elieves that such a program would take civ-wide effect 
mere:cy by the power of suggestion or through the persuasive appeal 
of some speechmaker. Rather, he feels it the responsibility of 
each church to foster a program of community spirit within its own 
organization, thereby creating a church cODJnunity. If this plan 
could be multiplied on a grand scale within large cities and church-
es its spirit might stretch out beyond the walls of indi'Vidual 
churches and became contagious on a city-wide or church-wide basis. 
In a recent address he stressed the church's obligation in a ver.y 
pointed m.am1er. 
The American city was once called the melting 
pot of the races. Bow it is more like a sandpile. 
People are heaped together but they do not hold 
together. The ccmmrunity spirit tends to be de-
stroyed by our mass living.... The city church is 
no longer a cOlDIIllUli~y church, but it should create 
a church COI'llllunity. 
3. ~Minister~ his Responsibilities 
A consideration will now be made in regard to Dr'. Sackman's 
relationship to the total organizational and administrative frame-
work of Christ Church. A church with a membership exceeding two 
i Ralph w. Soclanan, •Needed: Co1DI!lunity Spirit, • ~ City 
Church, V (1954), 17. 
2 Marion Homer, "Crossroads of the City: Profile of R. w. 
Sockman," ~Outlook, n.rv (1954), 36-31. 
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thousand members and a budget of $197,000 requires much planning on 
the part of its minister in order to gi'Ye its members a feeling of 
belonging.1 Therefore, a large staff of workers is needed to keep 
the organization together. 
i. Statf. In addition to Dr. Socklllan there are wo associate 
ministers. The specific responsibility of The Reverend John BartJ.e 
Everts. deals with the pastoral administration of the church. The 
Reverend Arthur W. Goodhand, Jr., concerns himself largely with the 
youth responsibilities as evidenced in his work with the University 
of Life program. In addition to these specific duties, the associate 
ministers share responsibili v wi tb. Dr. Socklllan in various areas of 
preaching, conducting worship services, teaching adul. t and youth edu-
cation classes, and in an advisor;y capacity to the ~ different 
organizations and committees that co.apose the total church organiza-
tion. In other words, all three ministers, plus the entire staff, 
contribute each in his own way towards strengthening this ministr;y 
of Christian fellowship at Christ Church. 
In September of 1956 when the author spent fi w weeks at 
Christ Church doing research for this thesis, the church had the 
following paid positions on its staff.2 
1 Interview with Dr. Sockman, September 26, 1956. 
2 Christ Church Bulletin, September 30, 1956. 
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MINISTERS 
Ralph W. Sockman John Bartle Everts Arthur w. Goodhand, Jr. 
Director of Religious Education • • • • • • • • • • • • Vivian M. Bartlett 
Minister of Music •••••••••.•••••••••••••••• Everett Tutchings 
Director of COllllunity Service • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Dorot.by H. Hubbell 
Church Missionar,y •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Dr. HYla Watters, 
Hallie Nowland, Soprano 
Charles Bergensr, Tenor 
CHORCH STAFF: 
THE CHANCEL CHOIR 
Soloists 
Ganta, Liberia 
Mary Gayle Dowson, ContraJ. to 
John Herrick, Baritone 
Dell Thomas, Business Manager; Beatrice Meylan, Helen Stanbury, 
Secretaries ~Dr. Sockman; Marian M. Marcy, Radio Secretary~ ~· 
Sockm.an; Margarita Thorn, Secretarz ~ .!!!:• Everts, Mr. Goodhand, 
!!:!! Bartlett; Isabel Fulmer, Hancie White, Secretaries; Lucy Franke, 
Bookkeeper; Edith E. Pollard, Director 2£ ,P!l School; w. Albert 
Stanbur,y, Chair.man of Ushers. 
ii. Daill Schedule of Appointments. A glimpse into Dr. 
Sockman's appointment book reveals the rigid time schedule that 
controls his daily activities. No man's problem is unimportant in 
his mind. He will gladly counsel with all classes of people. For 
this reason it is necessary to keep an exact schedule. Dr. Sockman 
is a man dedicated to the belief in punctuality. An appointment 
made for twelve o'clock noon means exactly that--not a minute be-
fore or a minute afterward. When the half hour or hour session has 
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passed, he has a pleasing way of informing the person that the time 
has ended, and that he would be pleased to make another appointment 
to continue the discussion if the person so desires. 
As an example of a typical day's activity of appointments, 
the following sample is given. In order to show that his day• s 
work does not begin at eight o'clock in the morning, it is neces-
sary to begin the schedule at midnight.1 
Morning: 
12:00 Midnight . Return to apartment after Trustees' meeting 
at New York University. 
12:01 - 2:15 A.M. Study: Reading and writing for Sunday's 
sermon and forthcoming speaking engage-
2:15 - 2:30 
8:30 - 9:15 
9:15 - 9:45 
10:00 -11:00 
ll:l5 -12:00 
Afternoon: 
12:00 -12:30 P.M. 
12:30 - 1:30 
2:00 - 4:00 
5:00 - 5:30 
5:30 - 6:00 
Evening: 
ments. 
In bed and relaxing the mind and body by 
reading light material before falling 
asleep. 
Has breakfast and walks twenty blocks to 
Christ Church for his morning exercise. 
Dictation at church to two secretaries. 
Records sermon in radio studio for Sunday' s 
broadcast of the National Radio Pulpit. 
Dictation with two secretaries. 
Counseling session. 
Luncheon engagement with this author. 
Teaching homiletics class at Union Theological 
Seminar;y. 
Counseling session at church. 
Appointment with Chairman o:f Finance Committee. 
6:45 - 7:30P.M. Dinner with Mrs. Sockm.an. 
7:45 - 8:00 Final preparation for official Board Meeting. 
1 Schedule :far October 3, 1956. 
Evening (continued): 
8:00 - lOaOO P.M. Official Board Meeting. 
10:30 - 2:1.5 A.M. At home for study. 
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This is merely a sample of a typical day 1 s work within New 
York City. The schedule becaaes a little more complicated wbt;ln 
speaking engagements outside the city must be arranged. This is 
especially true around Lent when his cammi. tments take him to all 
sections of the country. 
The author observed Dr. Sackman's schedule of activities 
very closely during the five weeks spent in New York. One is 
amazed by the man's physical stamina. Especially is this illuminating 
when one considers that be has kept a schedule of similar activity 
far nearly forty years. Dr. Sockman takes considerable pride in the 
fact that throughout his ministry he has never been absent from. his 
pulpit for reasons of health.l Truly, this is an enviable record 
when mwed in the light of tm fact that during college and sem-
ina.ry days be experienced much ill heal t.h. 2 
iii. The Humanness of the Pastor. Dr. Sockm.an is known 
throughout the land primarily for his preaching ability. To the 
peoPle of his church, he is also considered a helpful pastor or 
shepherd of the flock. Combining his ability as a preacher with 
1 Interview with Dr. Sockman, September 26, 19.56. 
2 Interview with Dr. Sockman, February 6, 195.5. 
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his effectiveness as a sympathetic, understanding pastor, he has 
been able to develop within Christ Church a strong spirit of 
Christian fellowship between minister and people. 
One of the great assets in regard to his pastoral labors 
has been his abili~ to remain humble amid all the honor and prestige 
that has been showered upon him. Dr. Lynn Harold Hough told this 
writer that RRalph Sockman possesses a characteristic of self-depre-
ciation. Be is always surprised at all the pleasant things that 
happen to him. •1 Indeed, his humbleness has contributed toward his 
greatness. Instead of wasting time basking in the light of his 
successes, he has considered each accomplishment as a step closer 
toward the realization of bringing the Kingdom of God here on earth. 
One of his oldest parishioners emphasizes this characteristic b,y 
observing that through for~ years she has watched Sockman' s develop-
ment "always growing with fear and wonderment; but in spite of all 
his notoriety, he hasn1 t changed one particle in respect to his humil-
i~ and modes~.•2 
The question is often asked as to the amount of pastoral work 
Dr. Sockman engages in. If one thinks of pastoral work merely in the 
sense of house-to-house calling, the answer would have to be in the 
negative. Naturally, with such a speald.ng schedule, it would be impos-
sible for him to visit in many of the homes of his members. This work 
1 Interview with Dr. Lynn Harold Hough, September 25, 1956. 
2 Interview with Mrs. Carl Fowler, October 4, 1956. 
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is largely accomplished by the efforts of' other members of the staff'. 
However, Dr. Sockman devises other means for doing pastoral work. 
Being a prolific letter writer, he is constantly writing 
personal letters to individuals in his membership. These may be 
congratulatory letters on the birth of a child, honors received, 
or expt"essions of' condolence over the death of' a loved one. This 
type of indirect calling has a tremendous effect on members of' his 
church, and is an ilaportant part in developing in his lllinistry the 
spirit of' Christian fellowship. Very frequently when on a speaking 
tour in various parts of' the country, people will introduce them-
selves to Dr. Sockman by indicating that they are a relative or 
close friend of one of his church members. Upon his return to New 
York, he either writes a letter or makes a phone call informing his 
parishioner of the acquaintance he had recently made. This personal 
interest in his parishioners goes a long way toward promoting his 
success as a pastor. 
Another factor which brings Dr. Sockllla.n close to the hearts 
of' his people is his raoul ty for remembering people 1 s names and faces. 
Once he has met a person it is very unlikely he will forget either 
the name or the face. Standing for over an hour each Sundcq morning 
in the narthex of his church, he makes a point of asking names or 
strangers as he greets the worshippers on their wq out of church. 
The writer heard the following experience told to Dr. Sockma.n by the 
curate of' one of' the neighboring Episcopal churches. 
One of the members of this Episcopal Church lives in an 
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apartment directly across the street from Dr. Sockman's church. A 
certain r~ Sunday morning when the weather was unusually bad, she 
decided to go across the street and hear Dr. Soclanan. On the wey out 
of church she greeted the minister and he asked for her name. This 
somewhat amazed the lady as through her zaa.ny years' attendance at the 
Episcopal Church no one had ever concerned themselves in becoming 
personally acquainted with her. Dnpressed with Dr. Soclan.an 1 s preach-
ing and his outgoing personality and because of continued bad weather, 
she decided to attend Christ Church the following Sunday. A few 
weeks later in relating this experience to the young curate, she said 
in amazement, 
Never was I so surprised than to find that 
as I left the church, Dr. Soclcman not only greet-
ed me but called me by name. In all the years I've 
been a communicant of your church no one has ever 
been interested in knowing who I was, let alone re-
membering Irf1' name.l 
One is able to sense the loneliness that city living has brought 
to this lacy. She desires acceptance and yearns for recognition,; but 
the crowded illlpersonal conditions of the city have deprived her of 
finding these qualities that she so much needs. Again we see the 
abUi ty of Dr. Sockm.an in understanding the problema of people within 
his COlllllunity. Because of this he is able to satisf.y partially their 
desire for acceptance and thereb,y is performing a ver,y important 
function as a pastor or shepherd of the nock. 
l Conversation at Union Seminary between Dr. Sockman, the 
Episcopal Curate 1 and the author, October 3, 19S6. 
55 
Another liS thod by which Dr. Sockm.an expresses his humanness 
through pastoral relations is in his willingness to counsel with all 
men. While he does not consider himself to be an outstanding coun-
selor, he is willing to help wherever possible. No man' s problems 
are too insignificant for him to consider. The secret of his suc-
cessful ministr,r is based on the ideal of being, as far as possible, 
all things to all men. 
The writer found proof of this quality in Dl&Il1' different ways, 
but nothing struck with such penetrating force as the following ex-
perience. Sitting one evening in the lounge of the Sloane House 
Y .M.C.A. in New York Ci t,y, this writer was engaged in conversation 
by a middle aged foreign-speaking man. This man was born in Poland, 
came to the United States at four years of age, attended school 
through fifth grade, lived in a one-rocm apartment in Brooklyn, and 
drifted about .from job to job trying to make a living. 
Without any encouragement from his listener, or without the 
slightest knowledge of his listener's profession, the man graduallY 
turned the conversation toward the field of religion. He began to 
talk of the great preachers of New York City. Such names as John Henry 
Jowett, Charles E. Jefferson, Joseph Fort Newton, Harry Emerson Fos-
dick were real to him. He had listened to them preach in earlier days 
and the imprint of their message had become so engraved upon his 
mind that he proceeded to quote in matchless oratorical style some 
of the messages he had been privileged to hear them preach. 
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Suddenly he posed the penetrating question, "Do you know who 
is the greatest preacher in New York City tod~" Without giving his 
listener a chance to answer, he replied, "The minister of Christ 
Church--Dr. Seckman. He speaks IfiY langu.age. 111 Then he proceeded to 
tell how Dr. Sockaan had helped him through many of his problems. 
In stature, dress, and other outward characteristics, Dr. 
Seckman tends to convey an air of sophistication. When you look 
beneath the outer surface, however, you :find a personality that is 
vi tally concerned with every person's problem. As one of his col-
leagues has said: 
Ralph Seckman possesses a Park Avenue sophis-
tication combined with a simple simplicity, 
sincerity, and spirituality. Soekman never lets 
you dawn morally, spiritually, or intellectually. 
He speaks to your co~tion no matter from what 
walk of life you come. 
The :foregoing has been an attempt to show Dr. Seckman in his 
relationship to New York churchmembers. Numerous illustrations have 
been given to support the contention that he is concerned with not 
o~ the problems o:f the men who reside on Park Avenue, but also with 
those who have not experienced such material gains. In being able 
to combine his interest and influence in both the simplest and most 
distinguished t.ype of people, he has successfully accomplished his 
purpose of basing his ministry on a true foundation of Christian 
:fellowship. 
1 Interview with guest at Sloan House Y.M.C.A., October 1, 19$6. 
2 Interview with Dr. Lynn Harold Hough, September 2$, 19$6. 
CHAPJ.ER VI 
THE BUILDING OF A CHURCH 
1. Church Administration 
The parpose of this chapter is to observe Dr. Seckman as an 
organizer and administrator. The proof of his influence as a leader 
m~ be seen as we view the organization which he has guided over 
the past four decades. The beautiful edifice which he is respons-
ible for erecting on the corner of Park Avenue and Sixtieth Street 
represents his ability to transfol'll a dream into a reality. Indeed, 
it takes a capable leader and administrator to bring about such an 
accomplishment especially during those years in the early thirties 
when the country was experiencing such a severe financial depression. 
i. Posing ~ Building Challenge. One of the main concerns 
of the new minister was the building of a church that would give 
parishioners the opportunity of worshipping in the beauty of holi-
ness. Having been dedicated in 1883, the Madison Avenue Methodist 
Episcopal Church was badly in need of repair and hardly efficient as 
a house of worship for the growing church. The minister called to-
gether a committee to stuey the feasibility of selling their prop-
erv and building a new edifice nearby. All were agreed that a new 
buUding was needed. The group also voted not to move aw~ from the 
heart of the city. Being located in mid-Manhattan, they would always 
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be at the axis no matter which way the population should shift. 
After much negotiation, the present location at the corner of Park 
Avenue and Sixtieth Street was secured in 1929. The former prop-
erty was sold and plans were made for the erection of a new building. 
The stock market crash of' 1929 caused many of the congregation to 
question the possibility of' building. Dr. Sockman led his people 
through the dark days of the depression and never once doubted that 
the building would eventually be realized. The cornerstone for the 
church was laid in 1931, and the building was dedicated November 26, 
1933, when the Madison Avenue Methodist Church and the Sixty-First 
Street Methodist Church merged, to make up the present congregation. 
ii. N!Jling.!:!!.!.!:! Church. Since the new church was neither 
located on Madison Avenue nor on Sixty-First Street, it was necessar;r 
that a new name be chosen. Again, Dr. Sockman demonstrated his per-
suasive leadership and administrative ability by suggesting that it 
drop its denominational title and live up to its Christian calling 
by taking the name of Christ Church. This name was adopted and from 
that time down to the present day, all church literature, letter-
heads, and Sunday's printed Order of Worship subordinate the word 
Methodist by placing it in small letters underneath the designated 
name of Christ Church. It is well to point out that the name is not 
Christ Methodist Church as is true of' IB.aey churches less ecumenically 
inclined. Rather, the denominational affiliation is dropped com.-
ple tely from the ti tJ.e • 
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This suggests two characteristics of Dr. Sockrnan. First, he 
is a liberal churchman, less concerned with denominationalism and 
more in favor of an ecumenical. communion. Secondly, it tends to il- · 
lustrate his ability in being able to direct his congregation into 
accepting his view. The value of this becomes more significant when 
one realizes that this happened a little over a quarter century ago 
when men 1 s minds had not been so sharpened to the call of ecumeni-
city as they have since world war II. The following lines from a 
magazine article shed more light on the significance of such action. 
In removing the denominational. Methodist 
title, Christ Church followed the example set 
a few years ago by the Rev. Ir. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, whose Park Avenue Baptist Church be-
came simply the Riverside Church when it moved 
into the Rockefeller-quilt temple on Morningside 
Heights. The subsequent action of Christ Church 
is not surprising in view of the ·fact that its 
dashing and immaculately-dressed minister, the 
Rev. Dr. Ralph W. Soclanan, was a pupil of Dr. 
Fosdick years ago at Union Theological Seminary 
and has since followed closely in his liberal 
footsteps.l 
iii. Secur~ ~ Archi teet and ! Design. In selecting Ralph 
Adams Cram to help plan the design of the new church, the committee 
engaged the leading church architect in the country. Mr. Cram was 
primarily interested in Gothic architecture. Perhaps the best ex-
ample of his work is the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New 
York City. 
1 N. J. Brown, "Most Lavish Church is Most Democratic," The 
Literary Digest, March 17, 1934, p. 20. 
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Because the new church was to be situated amidst the tall 
buildings of Manhattan, Mr. Cram advised against building a Gothic 
edifice which, of necessi v, must have both horizontal and vertical 
space. Recognizing the limitation of the site, the architect 
created a church with a well-proportioned exterior and interior in 
the ayzantine style that takes its place harmoniously amid the 
taller and more massive buildings surrounding it. 
In describing the beauv and uniqueness of Christ Church as 
it stands, dwarfed by the skyscrapers, Dr. Soclanan s~s, 
Height in a church does not show amidst the 
s~scrapers of New York Cit.y. Christ Church 
was not designed as a high church to soar with 
a steeple over the surrounding buildings. In-
stead, it was designed as a small precious 
jewel in the prongs of Hew York skyscrapers.l 
In this statement, Dr. Sockman is partially quoting the archi-
teet, Mr. Cram, who described his new masterpiece as 11 a precious 
jewel in a setting.•2 The reason for such a title m~ be brought 
to focus in the following picturesque explanation. 
Christ Church is a jewel. The inside is dec-
orated with a thousand different colors. The 
arches above the windows are in bright blue mosaic 
and set with large silver stars that give the roof 
a heavenly appearance. The representation of 
Christ sits in glowing mosaics over the apse. 
Thousands of scenes from the Bible are woven into 
mosaics overlaid with flickering gold-leafed glass.3 
1 Marion Homer, "Crossroads of the City," p. 37. 
2 Interview with Dr. Sockman, February 6, 1956. 
3 Marion Hamer, "Crossroads of the City," p. 37 • 
• 
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To design a church in the Byzantine style was a wide depart-
ure from the customary Gothic design that had brought Mr. Cram 
world-wide recognition. Up until the time he made a tour of the 
Middle East, he had advocated that the Gothic was the "truly Christian 
church architecture. 
Upon the completion of his tour of study in the Middle East, 
Mr. Cram declared that: 
Byzantine is much more nearly an artistic 
manifestation of the early and undivided church, 
and Gothic and Renaissance churches are essen-
tially Catholic styles and were developed for 
the definite purpose of expressing the Catholic 
religion, philosophy, and ways of life.l 
Therefore, the design of the new church was taken from the 
Byzantine lines of art which found their first great expression in 
Constantinople about the year 60o A.D. 
iv. Explanation£! Decoration. Since Dr. Soclanan had much 
to do with the selection of the religious symbolism and the iconog-
rap.by in the new church, it is valid to describe in detail some of 
the unusual decorative features contained in Christ Church. In this 
way one is able to recei-ve an appreciation for Dr. Soclonan' s artistic 
qualities as expressed in religious s.ymbolism. 
(1) View of Nave. Worshippers enter Christ Church direct-
l.y from Park Avenue. The marble walls and mosaia ceiling of the 
narthex give a hint of the magnificent nave beyond. 
1 N. J. Brown, •Most Lavish Church is Most Democratic,n P• 20. 
The plan of the nave is early Christian, with 
alternating piers and columns at the sides lead-
ing tbe eye to the apse. The vaulting and em-
bellishment of this great space are in the 
Byzantine tradition. Hence the blaze of mosaics 
that twinkle in the high ceiling and glisten down 
the walls to the spring of the side arches. The 
apse, vaulted with a semi-dome and complete]Jr 
covered with gold mosaic, is the focal point. 
Here the enthroned figure of Christ is a calm 
presence, bil:.essing the church and bringing peace 
and hope to those who worship.l 
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(2) Use of Marble. Color is given not only by the glitter-
ing chips of mosaic work, but also by the numerous different shades 
of color found in the abundance of marble that supports the structure. 
Thirty-four different varieties of marble from all over the world 
are used in the surfaces of the nave. All of this adds beauty to 
the total worshipping experience. From the material standpoint, it 
is all to Dr. Sockman' s credit that he has been able to erect such 
a beautiful and symbolic setting fran which to deliver the word of 
God. 
Dr. Sockman is responsible for having sent far and wide for 
the richly colored marble which has been fashioned and shaped into 
pulpit, lectern, and altar. A list of the countries represented in 
the furnishings of this church give sane idea of the extensiveness 
of planning and the financial cost of such an undertaking. 
The four great columns in the nave are of 
Purple Levante marble from Northern Italy. The 
supporting piers alternating with the columns 
l "An Achievement of Christian Faith," Sec. III. An illus-
trated brochure of Christ Church. Hew York, 1951. 
appear in Rosato d' Or .from Italy. They are 
inset with panels of Fleur de Peche narrowly 
.framed by lighter Houteville, both from France. 
The lectern and pulpit are of Rosato d 1 0r 
inset with panel doors of Bresche Rose, a 
rare French marble. 'lhe small green side col-
umns are :fashioned o£ Italian Cippolino. 
The altar is o£ Spanish marble, sienna-
grey in color. The same marble differently 
cut is used :for the chapel altar in a quartered 
panel bordered with Rosato d'Or. The ornamen-
tal diamond shaped inset Of the chapel altar 
is of rare African marble. 
(3) Icons. Of particular interest is the use o£ Russian 
icons for symbolic purposes. Dr. Sockman has a great appreciation 
for Russian art and the examples of such work in his church are worthy 
of consideration at this point. 
Today the oldest known icons are to be found in Russian church-
es. These works of art express the spiritual feeling of the monks 
liho carved or painted them after long and fervent periods of prayer. 
It is for this reason that Russian icons are extremely valuable and 
somewhat rare. All of which makes their presence as symbolic dec-
oration in Christ Church extremely noteworthy. 
1 
T.be reredos, which partially screens the choir 
stalls below the apse, and separates them from 
the na-ve, was designed particularly to accommodate 
a pair of ancient B,yzantine-t,ype doors, decorated 
with religious paintings, dating .from about 1660 
A.D., and a set of equal.ly ancient icons, origin-
ally produced for Byzantine church interiors in 
Russia. In the very center of the Reredos are 
~., Sec. VI. 
these Royal Doors, painted in the tradition of 
the Old Russian School. In the Russian Orthodox 
Church, with its impress of Byzantine infiuence, 
such doors were part of the iconostasis which 
separated the Holy Altar from the Congregation. 
None had the privilege of traversing those doors 
save only the clergy when adorned in their 
priestly vestments. 
Six panels, painted on a background of yellow 
gold lea£, depict the customary uniform set of 
paintings. The upper two panels represent the 
Annunciation. On the other four panels are the 
four evangelists--each panel framed in Byzantine 
style. 
The six icons :immediately above the altar are 
from the Imperial Icon Collection of Nicolai II 
and his wife, Czarina Alexandra Feodorovna; and 
were formerly in the Winter Palace, Saint Peters-
burg. Each represents an individual Saint, and 
doubtless at one time formed the upper row o£ an 
iconostasis. 
On the extreme left of the upper row of icons, 
over the left opening, is an image depicting the 
"Raising o£ Lazarus." Next to the right is "The 
Old Testament Trinity with the Patriarch Abraham 
and his wife, Sarah." Corresponding icons over 
the right opening are: left, "The Presentation 
in the Temple"; right, "St. John the Evangelist 
and Saint P.rochorus." These four icons are re-
productions from panels shown in "Masterpieces 
o£ Russian Painting, • and were done by Juliet 
Thompson for Christ Church.l 
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(4) The Apse. Amid all the colorful symbolic decoration 
thus far described, the apse stands out as the most significant fea-
ture of the church. 
Occupying the very center of the semi-dome, 
the solitary picture of' Christ dominates the apse 
decoration. Seated on a throne, with right hand 
1 Octavia w. Goodbar, "The Cathedral Age. 11 Pamphlet describ-
ing Christ Church symbolism. 
extended in blessing, the left hand holding an 
open book on which is written, "I am the light 
of the World," this Christ picture conveys none 
of the aspects of the judge; but rather those 
of the world's Great Teacher. Above this figure 
is a perpetual light, created without artificial 
aid b,y skillful blending of rich colored and 
gold mosaics which surface the semi-dame. 
Above and partly surrounding the semi-dome is 
a great circular arch; and here the dominant 
decoration is provided by seven circular medal-
lions. On each is a conventionalized human 
figure, holding a shield on which the design 
s,ymbolizes one of the seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. From left to right these shield designs 
are the sun, a book, a lion, a dove, a lamp, a 
cross, and a crown, which represent Understanding, 
Counsel, Fortitude, Wisdan, Knowledge, Piety, and 
Spiritual Reward. 
On the North side to the right, is a panel 
representing Moses, who stands for the Old Dis-
pensation. On the South side, at the left, is 
John the Baptist, s.y.mbolizing the New Dispensation 
which fulfilled the Old, and was revealed by 
Jesus. Between these two panels, on the curved 
wall of the apse, separated by three windows of 
alabaster roundels, are figures of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, each bearing a book symbolic of 
his gospel. 
On the lower curve of the semi-dome of the 
apse, below the figure of Christ and above the 
four Apostolic figures, is the summary of the Law 
which unites the Old and the New Dispensationst 
"Thou shalt love the Lord icy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul and with all thy mind--
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself."l 
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(5) Summary. Christ Church stands as a living monument to 
both the ability of its architect and the administrative leadership 
of its minister. The foresight, originality, and artistic perspec-
ti ve of Ralph Adams Cram may be traced in every feature of the 
1 Ibid. 
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design of the building. More than seven million pieces of small 
squares of vari-colored Venetian enamel compose this mosaic master-
piece. Upon completion of his original work, Mr. Cram stated that 
the new Byzantine Church was "not even remotely a copy of an;y exist-
ing church, but represented an attempt. to build a modern church in 
accordance with the primitive architecture of the Primitive Church.nl 
Truly, this precious, sparkling gem of symbolism stands out as a 
shining example of Christian truth amid so much of the darkness in 
the world surrounding it. 
The planning and erection of this beautiful church are as 
much a part of Dr. Soclonan' s life and ministry as anything could 
possibly be. The completion of the interior was spread out over 
sixteen years for two reasons: namely, lack of money caused by the 
depression, and curtailment of importing materials during wartime. 
Thrrughout this period, the administrative ability of Soclanan demon-
strates itself and depicts him as a persuasive leader, able to bring 
into reality the blueprint he had set before his people years before. 
Finally, in 1949, the last of the seven million pieces of enamel that 
compose the mosaic was laid in its place. This brought the total 
value of the building and land to approximately $3,250,000. 
Looking at the church one sees the culmination of years of 
devoted service in erecting a building which serves as a s.y.mbolic 
tapestr.y where Christians throughout the world may worship in the 
1 "Mosaic Work in Christ Church Nears Completion," New York 
Herald Tribune, August 8, 1949. --
67 
beauty of holiness. It is a building that will continually command 
attention and create a sense of reverence through the delicacy of 
its detail and the richness of its materials and color. In describ-
ing Dr. Sockman's connection with the church, Dr. Octavia W'. Goodbar 
has appropriately said: 
Dr. Ralph w. Sockman sees in the House of God 
a visible expression of the aspirations of man; 
and when that expression is noble and beautiful, 
and in some degree worthy of Him for whose worship 
it is built, he finds in that expression a deep 
and genuine inspiration. He looks at this lovely 
structure and lets his ears listen, down the cor-
ridors of the coming centur,y, to pattering feet 
of children that will learn truth and light within 
its aspiring walls. To him the beauties of Christ 
Church are a living testimonial of vi tal religious 
force. 
And so this Byzantine example of ecclesiastical 
beautq, nestling among the towering structures of 
Mid-!·Ianhattan like a costly gem in a unique setting, 
is a hymn in stone, marble, and mosaic. Warm, 
lovely, inviting as its exterior is, its full charm 
and spiritual appeal are reserved for those who come 
inside. In certain important respects perhaps no 
other chm-ch edifice in this country has so much 
quality to offer tba lover of relgious art. And in 
its victory over depression and discouragement none 
has given a finer example of the conquering farce 
of man's loftiest aspirations.l 
2. Church Organization 
To limit our consideration of Dr. Sockman's administrative 
qualities to the building and planning of Christ Church from an ar-
chitectural viewpoint, would tell only half the story. It is now 
time to look at the organizational framework of Christ Church. 
1 Octavia W. Goodbar, "The Cathedral Age." 
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i. Efficiency: of Ministerial Staff. Many people wonder how 
Dr. Soclanan can serve his church efficiently from an organizational 
standpoint and still tour the country, meeting his speaking engage-
ments. Naturally it is impossible for him to attend all the organ-
izations and meetings in such a large church. Yet, no organization 
lacks supervision or guidance in directing its program. This is 
where the efficiency of a ministerial staff becomes valuable. Each 
of the associate ministers and some members of the non-professional 
staff have individual responsibUities as advisers to certain co:m--
Dlittees and organizations of the church. During weekly staff meetings, 
Dr. Seckman keeps in touch with the functioning of all organizations 
and in this way is able to keep a watchful eye on the total church 
program. 
ii. Analogy to Business Enterprise. It is obvious that 
Dr. Sockman would have made an excellent business executive. As 
Senior Minister of the church, his position corresponds to that of 
the president of a large enterprise. The associate ministers of 
the church correspond to vice presidents of the company. Each is 
in charge of a certain division of the work and all are responsible 
to the president, who observes the total operation. 'lbe major dif-
ference between the two areas centers around the spiritual aim. of 
the church and the financial a.iJil of the business. 
Many persons m~ disagree with the analogy of likening the 
operation of a church to that of a business. However, when a church 
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reaches a membership of over two thousand members, with a total 
valuation in building and land of several million, and an operat-
ing yearly budget of $197,000, then it automatically falls in the 
category of big business. In order for it to succeed, it is 
necessary to operate in a wise businesslike manner. 
Dr. Sockm.an recognizes the danger involved of allowing the 
financial necessities of the church to supersede the spiritual aim.. 
Lest B.IWOne fear the likelihood of such a situation, they need only 
listen to the spiritual message preached from the pulpit of Christ 
Church each Sunday morning, and to observe the outward reach of the 
church as it gives most generously to its missionar.y projects 
t.hroughou t the world. 
iii. Organizations. To consider in detail all the organiza-
tions and committees within Christ Church is beyond the interest and 
scope of this study. The church is organized like every other 
Methodist church in accordance with the recommendations in The 
Methodist Disciplille. In concluding this chapter, a few of the 
organizations that are vitallY concerned in community service will 
be considered. 
(1) Woman's Society of Christian Service. This organiza-
tion meets every Tu.esdq at the church, llhile the individual groups 
or circles comprising the Society meet once a month at the homes of 
members. '!his arrangement is quite the reverse from the custom of 
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most churches. Generally the w.s.c.s. meets once a month. 
The reason for the weekly luncheon meeting at the church is 
due to the uniqueness of living in New York City. Many unemployed 
women living in the big cit,y find few outlets for social activities 
amid the loneliness of the city. By meeting together each week, 
the church provides the opportunity for these women to experience 
fellowship both on the religious and social level. The Society 
serves another great purpose in helping support and sponsor several 
social agencies in New York City. 
(2) Day School Nursery. The church has recognized its 
obligation to the community by establishing a day school nursery 
for the children living around the area. Each weekday morning, 
these pre-school children arrive at the church and ride the elevator 
to the fifth floor where trained teachers supervise their activities. 
In spring and sUDIIller when the weather is warm, they spend the morn-
ing on the roof of the church where a playground area fitted with 
swings and slides has been established. Here the children are free 
from the noise and hustle of the crowded and dangerous New York 
streets. Once again, Christ Church has recognized an important need 
and fulfills its obligation by serving the community. 
(3) Choir. No account of the organizations of Christ 
Church would be COJaplete without a section devoted to the inspiring 
music that contributes toward the total spiritual experience of wor-
shipping here Sunday after Sunday. The choir also supplies a need 
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for the man;y working people of New York who find joy in singing 
great religious music. Under the leadership of the Minister of 
Music, Everett Tutchings, the mspired music of the ages adds to 
the impressive service. A volunteer choir composed of men and 
women from all walks of life give unceasingly of their time in 
order to provide the music for the two identical Sunday services 
held at 11:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. Assisting the choir is a paid 
quartet composed of four talented musicians from the New York area. 
Sitting in the congregation of Christ Church listening to 
the Christian message in word and song and seeing the Christian 
truth as it is revealed in mosaic symbolism, one feels greatly 
indebted to the one man who has been largely responsible for bring-
ing all of this about. It remains as a monument to his leadership 
and organizational ability. 
However, we would be in error if we were to limit our eval-
uation of this church merely to its architectural and organizational 
function. Its scope of influence under the direction of its min-
ister extends far and wide into all areas of life in the great city 
of Hew York. Moreover, its boundaries are not limited by the 
insular nature of the particular city of which it happens to be a 
part, but through its radio ministry and missionary program it 
spreads its influence throughout the world. The following quota-
tion sums up the broad outreach of this church: 
In its physical form, Christ Church blends 
the East and the West. In its ministry, it 
seeks to transcend man-made boundaries and 
serve the Master to the ends of the earth. 
For this church is more than a beautiful edi-
fice, more than a congregation of people who 
meet together to worship after the manner of 
their fathers. It 
* offers a spiritual home in a great city 
* provides a sanctuary of worship 
* guides the young and the old in finding 
the true goals of life 
* joins with other agencies in improving the 
community 
* sends out prayers, provisions, and living 
personalities to the family of God in 
other lands. 
Today, with its heritage of living Faith, 
Christ Church is a dynamic Christian influence 
in a changing world.l 
The following order of worship, taken from the service on 
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September 30, 1956, gives an opportunity to see how the music fits 
into the total service of worship. 
1 
"An Achievement of Christian Faith, 11 Sec. VIII. 
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CHRIST CHURCH 
Methodist * Park Avenue at 6oth Street, New York 
Sixth SUilCiaf in Kingdom.tide, September 30, 1956 
ORlER OF WORSHIP 
Prelude •••••• Variations on a Basque Melody 
Bell Benedictus • • • • • 
• • • 
• • • 
Poem • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . 
Benoit 
Weaver 
Stebbins 
Hymn 358 . . . . . Rejoice, ye pure in heart 
Call to Prayer--(The people standing) • • • • • • • Mr. Goodhand 
The General Confession-- (To be said by all, the people seated) 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred 
and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our 
own hearts. We have offended against Thy Holy Laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to 
have done, and we have done those· things which we 
ought not to have done. But Thou, 0 Lord, have 
mercy upon us. Spare Thou those, 0 God, who confess 
their faults. Restore Thou those who are penitent, 
according to Thy promises declared unto mankind in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, 0 Most merciful 
Father, for His sake, that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
Thy Holy Name. Amen. 
Pr~r for Pardon and the Lord's Prayer 
Anthem • • • • • • With a voice of singing • • • • Martin Shaw 
Responsive Reading and the Gloria Patri • • • • • • • Page 607 
The ApostJ.es' Creed 
Pastoral Prayer--(Choir Response) • • • • • • • • • • Mr. Everts 
Solo •• How beautiful are the feet of them (Messiah) Handel 
The Scripture Lesson 
Offertory solo • • Hear ye, Israel (Elijah) • • • Mendelssohn 
Presentation of the Offering and the Doxology 
Hymn 30.5 • • • • • 0 gracious Father of Mankind 
Reception of New Members 
Sermon • • • • • • To Live with Dignity • • • • • Dr. Soclan.an 
Prayer--(Choir Response) 
Hymn 278 • • • • • Lead on, 0 King Eternal 
Benediction 
Silent P.rayer--(The people seated and praying) 
Postlude • • • • • 0 God of Earth and Altar • • • Whitlock 
CHAPTER VII 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
1. Background of Speaking AbUitl 
The ul t:imate worth of Christ Church is not found in its beau-
t,", but in the type of character and personality that is shaped and 
moulded by the influence and work of its ministey. Dr. Sockman would 
certainl.y agree that the material decorations in the church serve only 
as aids in briDging about an enrichllent and deepening of the religious 
experience. Through the 7ears, Soclaaan has tried diligently to inter-
weave both the material and spiritual into a perfect whole by preach-
ing the \lDSearcbable treasures of the Christian life. Our purpose in 
this chapter is to examine his accomplishments in the field of public 
address and to stud;y techniqlles and ~~ethods that ha'Ve contributed 
toward making him one of the great preachers of the da7. 
1. Early Signs of Speaking AbUi'tf. It is of interest to 
look into the past of a person' s life in an attempt to find early signs 
that would indicate .tuture achievements in a particular area. In ob-
serving Ralph Seckman's younger 7ears, we found that he possessed 
outstanding qualities as a public speaker. Humorously, he suggests 
that his first experience in speaking occurred during his bo,rhood on 
the 160 acre Ohio i'ant wen •I brought the cows in at night from the 
dark woods, and to keep up 1113' courage I talked out loud to them. til 
1 Interview with Dr. Sockll.an, September 26, 1956. 
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As valedictorian of his high school class, he was invited to 
giw the cust011817 address of honor to those assembled at the gradua-
tion ceremonies. This was his first public address. In college he 
made use of his talent and became an outstanding member of the Ohio 
Wesleyan debat.i.Dg teaa. We have already noted that fellow classmates, 
so iapressed with his coapetence as a speaker, predicted a great fu-
ture for him in this ~ ot work. 
Perhaps the greatest testillo:n;y is given by one of his homiletics 
professors at Union Theological Selfi nar,y. Because the following quo-
tation comes frOJR the great hoailetical llind of Harry Eaerson Fosdick 
as expressed in his most recent book, its tribute to Sackman is of 
inestimable val'\13. 
Preaching for me has never been easy, and at 
the start it was often exceedingly painful. In 
later years I used to env some of 11I3' students at 
the Selli.Dal7 who .troa the start seeJIIIBd to know 
instinctivel.7 how to prepare a sermon and deli-ver 
it. Ralph Sockaan, for exaaple, in his first 
st'Udent sermon, exhibited such mature ability and 
skill that I told the class he acted as though he 
had tvenv years of experience behind him and I 
doubted whether even a hcailetical professor could 
spoil hia.l , 
Possessing such prC'.IIising qualities at the beginning of his min-
istJ7, it is little wonder that through constant study and practice he 
has attaiDed the coveted position of' being one of the leading preachers 
in the world tociq. 
1 Harry Emerson Fosdick, The Living of These !3!! (New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1956), p. 84. -
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ii. Popular Appeal. BaJ.ph Sockman is constantly in demand to 
appear before different types of audiences throughout the United States. 
(1) Engagements Outside Christ Church. In earlier years he 
accepted 1U..DJ speaking engageaents trom such diversified groups as 
Women's Clubs, Bankers' Association Meetings, Insurance Conventions, 
Service Clubs, and other similar gatherings. He felt obliged to serve 
these groups as it was one way ill which he could spread the tenets of 
religious values and truth into secular gatherings. In recent ,-ears, 
he bas soaewbat curtailed his appearances at these secular meetings 
not because he felt thea to be un:lll.portant, but because of the t:i.De 
factor involwd. 
Increasingly, churches throughout the countr;r seek h1:m. as a 
speaker tor some special f'u.nction. He feels that his first la.ralty is 
to Christ Church and whatever time is left should be given to the 
church at large. In dividing his time in such a w;q, he is in no 
sense neglecting his obligat.i.on to the secular world. Wherever he 
speaks, the audiences are alw81's fUled wi tb. ~ persons who first 
heard Soclaaan at their WOllen's Club :meeting or at their business con-
vention. Because ot the widespread appreciation for his message, he 
is able to attract a wide hearing no aa.tter where he speaks. 
1'he Lenten Season is his busiest time of year. At this period, 
he trawls throughout the United States aaking two and sometimes tllree 
or four addresses a day. Hardly ever does he allow his schedule to 
confiict with the Sunda7 preachiDg services at Christ Church. Saturday 
noon he uy be preaching in Seattle, Washington; but Sundq wUl find 
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him back in his New York pulpit. During this brief sojourn in New 
York, he is able to giw advice to the other ministers and staff re-
garding aJV problems that have arisen during his absence. Monday 
morning he will be off to some distant city in order to meet speaking 
appointments for the coming week. 
The wide acclaia and acceptance of Sockman's preaching is shown 
in the fact that year after year he is invited back to the same pul-
pits. Such churches as Trinity Episcopal Church in Coltllllbus, Ohio, 
and the Church of the Epiphaey in Washington, D. C. alwqs schedule 
Sockman for at least three or four days and sometimes for the entire 
week of noontime LentA!ln meditations. M.a.ey" of these churches find 
that Dr. Soclanan receives the largest congregation in the whole Lenten 
series. Especially is this t.rue at the Church of the Epiph8Z73' in 
Washington, D. c. The following humorous account told by the wife of 
the rector of this downtown Washington church reveals the wide ac-
ceptance of Sockmant s ministr.r. 
These noonday Lenten Services have become so 
much a part of downtown Washington that capacity 
congregations are more a rule than the exception. 
But I must confess that the first time I came down 
to hear Dr. Ralph w. Soclaun, I was saaewhat 
taken back to find not only every seat in the 
church, chancel, and adjoining Willard Room occu-
pied; but also a nuaber of people sitting on the 
alter rail cushion as well. That morning, lmow-
ing I would barely be able to get there by twelve, 
I had telephoned down to ask the sexton to re-
serve a seat for me. Little did I realize how 
llU.Ch I was asking. When I arrived just as the 
chhtes were peelmg, I met Edward, the sexton, in 
the doorwq and whispered, "Were you able to save 
me a seat, Edward? • 
"Yes Ma'am, Mrs. Stark," he replied with as-
surance, nyou gets half the organ bench." And 
that is where I sat.l 
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(2) Appeal in Christ Church. It lllight seem that the sub-
ject aatter of the preceding paragraphs should not be included in this 
section of the thesis that concerns only' the Christ Church Ministry. 
In one sense, such an accusation would be valid; but in a larger sphere, 
his speaking engagements across the country have a tremendous effect 
on Christ Church itself. 
Dr. Sockman estillates that forty per cent of the morning con-
gre@tion and fifty per cent of the people at the vesper service are 
transients. 2 A 'f'&St ma~ority' of these folk are visitors frOil states 
near and far. Their presence at the service steu in part from having 
already heard Dr. Sockman when he spoke in their home city. Being a-
pressed with his presentation at that t:iae, they natural~ desire to 
attend Sunday services at his church and see him in his own environ-
~~ent. Here is another medium by which Sockman has made Christ Church 
one of the recognized churches in the count.ry. 
iii. Evaluation of Preaching Abllity. Without doubt, Dr. 
Sockman is best known as a preacher. During the forty years he has 
served the ai.nistry of Christ Church, aen and women ha-ve periodically 
expressed their feelings concerning his great hOililetic talent. In 
1 Jhyllis Stark, I Chose a Parson (New York: Oxford Universi 'GJ' 
Press, 1956), p. 172. - -
2 Interview with Dr. Sockman, September 26, 1956. 
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1926, after nine years at Christ Church, an article appeared in The 
-
Hamiletd.c Review which said: 
As one examines Dr. Sockman' s personality and 
preaching at close range one is reminded of the 
strength of the oak. The strength and steadiness 
of his oak-like Jllinistry is the consummation of 
a growth that has similar qualities. Dr. Sockman 
is still a young 118.11. • • • The Oak will spread out 
its branches with increasing lll&Jesty and beauty.l 
How true this prediction has been. His "oak-like"ministry has in-
creased in ll&j esey and power each year until today his influence 
spreads not only throughout the halls of Christ Church but its branch-
es spread throughout the world at large. 
The Religious Editor of the .!!!! ~ Dai.l.y Min"or refers to 
Dr. Socklllan in the following words: 
Robert Browning is often referred to as the 
"poet's poet." Ralph Soeklllan is in the same 
sense the "preacher's preacher, • yet he speaks 
the language of the multi. tude with an unex-
celled beauty and power in his words. To hear 
him preach is a spiritual event. 2 
To haTe such gifts of speech as to move both :a:i.nisters and lay-
men alike, is indeed a rare attribute. Here the secret of his success 
is revealed in the statement that he possesses the ability to speak 
•the language of the multitude.•3 His sermons can be understood by 
1 George T. Wood, "Studies of the Aaerican Pulpit: Ralph w. 
Sockman, • ~ Homiletic Review. 
2 G. Paul Butler, Best Sermons 1952-1953 (New York: The Macmil-
lan C011pany, 1952), P• 1.- - -
.3 Ibid. 
-
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all •n no matter .frOJD what educational level they COlle. nlustrations 
in the preceding chapters have conveyed his appeal to i:Ae COJIIIlon lay-
man. The following example shows how he is acclaimed by fellow members 
of his profession. 
In a group of mi.nisters attending a church con-
vention of national scope, the conversation turned 
to a survey of the lew York pulpit. "Who is the 
leading preacher of lew York since Dr. Fosdick re-
tired from Riverside Church and Dr. Scherer from 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy 
Trinity?" That was the question and it was warmly 
debated. The choices for this distinction finally 
narrowed to four, then to three, and ended with 
but two. One of the two was Ralph Washington 
Sockllan.l 
As further evidence of the high regard in which he is held by 
fellow-clergymen, he was TOted by the Christian Cen~ in 1954 as one 
ot the six fore•ost cler~n or all denOJR:inations in the country 
today.2 
When a person receives such widespread acclaim, it is valid for 
a research student to examine and stuq the reasons for attaining such 
recognition. It is the opinion of this writer that a considerable 
aaount of instruction in the art of preaching can be received by dedi-
cated stuq of the techniques used by a great master craftsman in the 
field. In the preceding paragraphs, evidence has been given to es-
tablish the position tbat Ralph Washington Sockman is one of the top 
1 Edgar DeWitt Jones, The l/t!al ty of the Pulpit (New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1951), p:2 • 
2!!! ~Times, November 2, 1954. 
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pulpit men of our generation. An attempt will now be made to discover 
the 11wey11 or his success. This will be accomplished through a stuey 
of his purpose, organization, content, subject matter, and delivery 
or his sermons. 
2. ~Opportunity and Challenge £!the Pulpit 
To write a se:mon and follow through vi tb. preaching it is an 
art which deals in both techniqlJ!Is and methods of composition and 
speech. M&D1' ministers only partially succeed because they fail to 
establish a purpose or definition to guide them in their preaching. 
Not so vi th Dr. Sockman. He adheres continually to certain rules 
which he has established. The results have been rewarding both for 
himself and to the thousands of listeners who regularly hear him. 
His definition of preaching will now be given ;f'ollowed by illustrative 
material to support each part. 
i. Definition ~ Preaching 
Preaching is more than another for.m of rhetoric 
for a three fold reason: its origin is in biblical 
aims, its place is a part of worship, and it essays 
to be a revelation or the will of God. Only as we 
see the role of preaching in this threefold set-
ting can we understand and sustain its enduring 
appeal despite the world's criticism and scort.ing.l 
(1) Biblical Foundations. In this significant statement, 
Dr. Seckman has given an apt definition which distinguishes preach-
ing from other types of address. He conforms religiously to the 
1 Ralph W. Seckman, "The Preacher, • Religion in Life, XVIII 
(1949), P• 191. 
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requirement which he has laid down. The author has read through a 
large nmaber of his sermons and has yet to discover one that is not 
basically grounded in a Biblical source. He is definitely a Biblical 
preacher. In interviews vi th Bishop Herbert Welch and Dr. Lynn Harold 
Hough, it was learned that through the years his semons have shown an 
increasing trend toward more and more Biblical foundations. Both 
Welch and Hough have been close observers of Sackman's work during 
their ll&I\Y years on the lew York s oene, and their reflection on such 
matters should be held in high regard. 
(2) Contribution to Worship. The second part of the def-
ini tion concerns the close relationship between preaching the sermon 
and the attitude of worship. Although Soclaaan is best known for his 
preachi.Dg, 8l.\Y person attending a service of worship in Christ Church 
immediately becomes cognizant of the fact that the preacher considers 
no part of the service aey more iaportant than another. The hymns, 
prqers, lllUSic, scripture, and seraon are all interwoven together in 
order to make a perfect whole or uni t.r. The to tali t.r of the worship 
experience is the main concern. The principal objective in preaching 
a sermon is what it ma.y contributs to the total experience. Sockma.n 
ably expresses himself in regard to the value and need of worship in 
the following quotation: 
Worship helps me repossess ayself. Secular 
living leaves me often with a spent feeling. It 
distracts Jrl3 mind. It dissipates J1fY' energies. 
One of 1q needs is to keep pulling 1qself to-
gether. In the complexity of modern life, I 
sit for six days a week like a weaver behind his 
loom busily fingering the threads of an intricate 
pattern. On the seventh day the church in its 
worship calls me around in .front of the loOIIl to 
look at the pattern on which I have been work-
ing. It bids ae canpare the design of 1113 dqs 
with the pattern shown me in the Mount of Sinai 
and Mount o.f Olives. Scae threads thereupon I 
have to cut, others I pull aore tightly; and 
most of all I renew II¥ picture o.f the whole plan. 
The church helps me • to see lite steadily and to 
see it whole," to repossess rqsel.f or the certi-
tudes which have been Jline in .fleeting moments 
or insight, to reillumine the co.on day by the 
meditative recovery o.f the celestial light.l 
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(3) Revelation o.f God's Will. The third requirement o.f 
preaching according to Sodaaan' s statement deals with revealing God's 
truth to all people. No sermon read for this study was found lacking 
in possessing that necessar.y qualit.J which ass~s to opening men's 
minds to 'the will and truth or God. Sockman is a master at reaching 
back to biographical .figures of the past in an attempt to use them as 
examples or men who caught God's revelation, interpreted it, and then 
henceforth acted accordingly. The .following statements serve the pur-
pose o.f both giving an example of this trait and also expressing his 
belief in the responsibility o.f a minister to preach sermons that reveal 
God's great truths. 
Preaching is discourse developed tram divine 
revelation and designed to move men through and 
toward the divine will. In this high and holy 
calling we are compassed about with a great cloud 
of vi tnesses who themselves have run the course 
and shown us the way. But only by looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher o.f our faith, can 
we carry others vi th us. 2 
1 R. w. Sockm.an, "What is Real in Church," Sermon preached at 
Christ Church, Japuary 7, ·~ 1956. · '. 
2 Ralph w. Sockman, •The Preacher, • Religion~ Life, p. 198. 
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In these paragraphs note the succinctness and clarity of 
expression which dominate the thought. The choice of vocabular,y 
is so exact that hardly a word is wasted, and therefore the now of 
thought is conveyed to the reader or listener in a verr picturesque 
aanner. 
1he minister who voices the teachings of the 
church is opening a door into the corridors of 
the centuries. Through that corridor of time we 
can hear the echoes of those who traveled where 
the saints have trod. The God of .Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, the God who com.forted the persecuted 
Christians in the catacombs, who led St. Francis 
of Assisi forth to serve the loathed lepers, who 
sustained Joan of Arc at the stake, who fired the 
conscience of John Calvin, and warmed the heart 
of John Wesley--that same living God keeps call-
ing through his church, and though the preacher 
·~ be a aost imperfect interpreter, his efforts 
at least let us know that God is calling.l 
Here one is able to witness Dr. Sockman' s gift of bringing 
histor;r before his listeners and allowing events to pass by chron-
ologically before them. The first sentence of the above quotation 
sets the tone so vividly that one can almost see these historic 
fi~es passing down "the corridor of the centuries" as they hear 
the word of God revealed unto them. 2 This vividness of expression 
indicates another of the reasons for Dr. Sockman' s success. 
ii. !!!! ~ Semon. Using the definition as a framework 1 t 
is im.portant to decide what Vpe ot material to preach about. M~ 
l ~., P• 194. 
2 ~., P• 194. 
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preachers have favorite the:es which they reiterate more frequentJ.y 
than is warranted. Since Dr. Sockman' s Suzldlq congregation is composed 
of people representing all areas of life, it is necessar,y that these 
wide interests be considered in whatever he does. ConstantJ.y he has 
to be on the alert in order to understand experiences that are of con-
cern to his vast congregation ccaposed of persons with varied inter-
ests. In regard to this need, Dr. Sockman exhibits his pqchological 
awareness of the probleJBS encountered by observing: 
A sermon will convey life to its hearers in 
proport.ion to the amount of life the preacher 
has put into 1 t. For this reason a man's 
preaching should become more powerful as his 
ministry progresses. His mounting capital of 
experience should produce more interest in his 
sermons, provided he is ever interesting his 
life in others; for, be it remembered, we are 
interesting to others in so far as we are in-
terested in others. 
(1) Preaching to Life Situations. In order to meet the 
challenge of the pulpit, Sockman has. found it necessary to center his 
preaching around the experiences of the life situations of his people. 
He has become so success.tuJ.· rl tb this eype of emphasis that the cur-
ricu1.1llll cOIIJfti.ttee at Union Theological Seminary have ·arranged for 
him to teach the Senior Class in Homiletics on the subject: •Preach-
ing to Life Si tua t.ions. 11 
Seckman believes that a preacher shou1.d start at the sidewalk 
level and lead his people up fraa there to great spiritual heights. 
1 ~., p. 198. 
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Preaching must be out of lite to life. This demands that a minister 
must be more than a prophet. He must possess a double concern of not 
only preaching God's will, but also preparing the people to listen 
attentively so they ~ !!!.!:!: God's will. He vividly gives an example 
of what he means in the following illustration. Note that it is based 
on a Biblical source. 
In the fortieth chapter of Isaiah the cOJllll&lld 
is giwn, •Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 11 In 
the sixv-second chapter, the i.Djunction is 
"Prepare ye the way of the people. 11 Put the two 
cmmnands together and you. have the double duv 
of the preacher. Be is the guide in a twofold 
search. On the one side is God, longing for his 
wandering children, seeking to reconcile them 
unto hillselt. On the other side are the men 
feverishly searching tor the secret of wholeness, 
and restless till their souls find rest in God. 
As guide in this twofold search, the preacher is 
prophet interpreting the voice of God "f men, 
and also priest introducing men to God. 
( 2) To See Life Steaclil7 and To See it Whole • In order to 
point his sermons to life situations, Sockma.n has found it imperative 
to bring his people to the awareness ot the totality or wholeness of 
life and its problems. This approach is somewhat unusual in an age 
devoted to specialization. Sockm.an believes that religion deals with 
the whole ot lite and not just a specialized segment. He foresees a 
danger in allowing religion to become completely departmentalized into 
pastoral counselors, ecclesiastical adllinistrators, and social reforaers. 
He realizes that these are essential phases in the Christian program, 
1 R. w. Soclaaan, '!'he Highw¥ of God (Jew York: The MaClllillan 
COilp&ny, 1942), P• 112. - --
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but they must not be substituted for the pulpit's responsibility of 
presenting the gospel in its wholeness. 
In the introduction to one ot his more recent books, he pre-
sents his belief that religious truth expressed .from the pulpit must 
not allow itself to become specialized. Instead, it must ever strive 
to present the totality of Christian living. Religion should serve 
as a guidebook tor •n to use in intsrpreting their multitudinous 
problems. Sockm.an has adopted a poEllll by Matthew Arnold for his motto 
regarding the wholeness of life. 
In his sonnet "TO A FRIEND," Matthew Arnold paid 
the man this tribute z 
Be his 
!f,y special thanks, whose 
Even-balanc'd soul, 
• • • • • • • • • 
Business could not make dull, 
Nor Passion wild: 
Who saw lite stead.ily, 
And saw it whole. 
Those words were high praise in Arnold' s dS1' a 
century ago, and they would be an even higher 
tribute todq. We li'V8 in a society of increasing 
specialization. We iDmerse ourselves in our own 
occupations in order to get ahead. Thus we coma to 
know our own lives, but often we beccae too busy to 
lift our eyes to the general. patterns of living. 
'!'he result of such specialization is, as Alfred 
Noyes has said, that we are misled by small clever 
minds, that is, :ndnds which know their own field but 
not life in geDBral. 
One of the high functions of religion is to lift 
us out of our li ttleDess and broaden us out of Om' 
narrowness that we JJJJ.'1 see "life ate~, and see 
it whole. • Man1' persons haw the mistaken idea 
that to be religious is to restrict the joys of liv-
ing rather than to release the powers of life. 
Others think of religious activities as social 
extras, things people ~ do if they like that 
sort of thing, but hard:cy" vi tal enough for busy, 
practical persons like themselves. 
Religion involves the whole life of man in 
relation to God.l 
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This dedication to expressiDg the wholeness of life in all his 
seraons has been one of the great secrets in the appeal of Sock:man. 
It is the principal aim in all his messages. Using the Christian 
gospel as a .eans of interpreting life's m~ problems, Bockman is 
able to speak to the differing needs of all his members. His uniqlJe 
situation as minister to such a heterogeneous group in Christ Church 
caused him. to see the necessiv of preparing sermons that would speak 
to the needs and problems of men and women trOJR every walk of life. 
In so doing, he has acquired that unusual distinction of appealing to 
highly intellectual groups as he speaks at college c0111111encement ex-
ercises, to professional groups as he lectures before medical asso-
ciation aeetings, to business men as he is invited to speak before 
bankers' conventions, and to laboring classes as he gives an after-
dilmer address to a cCIIlbined meeting composed or labor and management. 
At Christ Church on SundBi.f morning he preaches to representatives or 
all these groups. 
His appreciation for the danger that can come trOll a sociev 
devoted to specialization causes hill to feel that the task of religion 
is to stand at the junction where life's specialties meet and tr011 
l R. W. Sockman, The Whole Araour of God (Bew York: Abingdon 
Freas, 1955), P• 7f. --- -----
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there lift men to larger outlooks and wider horizons. Therefore, the 
task or the pulpit is to help people •see life steadily and to see 
it whole.•l This has been the motto am aim of the preaching min-
istr.Y of Ralph w. Sockman. 
(3) Scope and Challenge of Subjects. Maey ministers 
devots an entire senaon to race relations, or to peace, or war, or 
temperance. Hot so with Sock:man. Most frequently his sermons con-
tain references to all these areas. Dedicated to focusing his sermons 
around life situations in an attell.pt to viewing the totality or whole-
ness or life, Sock:man is compelled to make his sermons deal with a 
diversity or subjects. Moreover, since he has such a large group of 
visitors or transients in his Sundq congregation, it is necessary to 
combine both a personal and social apPlication or the Christian gospel 
to as J114DT different fields as possible. Socl.clllan has expressed his 
concern on this aattsr in a rather lengthy footnote in his Lyaan 
Beecher Lectures. 
M;y personal policy is to preach very few special 
sermons devoted soleq to public issues, such as 
peace, neutrali1i,r, salacious literat'Ul'e, corrupt 
politics, share-croppers, and the like. Rather, 
it is ~q ailll to take basic principles and tr;y to 
swing their searchlights so that they :fall upon the 
various phases of our social, economic, and polit-
ical enviromaent. Thus there are very few sermons 
which do not :aake a thrust at war and other current 
issues. Some of our aost distingu.ished clergy de-
vote an entire sermon to a single political or 
national or econc:aic issue, thresh it thraugh in 
a thoroughgoing fashion and therel:Jr deliver a real.ly' 
1 Ibid. 
-
significant pronouncement. Perhaps if my parish 
were a settled one wherein the same persons were 
present Sundq art.er Sund.ai.v' and could follow 
through a constructive course of instruction, I 
too should deal with special issues in more de-
tached and definitive fashion. But in a church 
at the heart of a great city, with a large pro-
portion of transient listeners, I deem it ad-
visable to center the sermon on some life 
principle or life situation and then let the radia-
tions renect on the current problems. In this 
way I try to preserve the personal element in each 
sermon and also bring the public problems to the 
attention more frequently.l 
It is no easy accomplishment to prepare a sermon :tor such a 
heterogeneous group each Sundq morning. This, however, is where 
the great challenge presents itself to Dr. Sockman. Because of his 
unique situation, he has found his task to be not only an opportun-
ity of service to others, but also an ever-constant challenge to 
keep alert to the needs of all men. DE-. Sockman looks at his profes-
sion as both an opportun:i. ty and chaJ.lenge in order: 
To awake minds to ask the right questions, to 
lift men out or their littJ.eness and set their feet 
in large places, to bring the light of understand-
ing to minds puzzled by the cruelties and defeats 
of life, and to help men see divine purpose in 
history--this is ~ opportunity and challenge of 
the pul.pi t today • 
.3. Organization~ Content of~ Sermon 
The preceding paragraphs dealt with Dr. Sockman's purposes and 
aie. An attempt will now be made to indicate the techniques 
l R. W. Sockm.an, ..!!!! Highwaf !!._ ~' p. 124f. 
2 R. W. Sockman, "To Present the Whole Gospel," Sezmon preached 
at Christ Church, February 5, 1954. 
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and methods he uses to con-vey the thoughts of his mind over into the 
thoughts and actions of his vast congregation. This is a problem 
every preacher confronts. The type of content material that one 
pours into the developaent of a sermon, and the way it is organized 
into the total framework, contributes 1 ts tull share toward the suc-
cess or £allure of not only the sermon, but, in the long run, to the 
success of the llinister as well. 
i. Organization 
(1) Methods ot Assembling Material. If one were to go 
into Dr. Sock:m.an' s stuey in search of metal files containing detailed 
notes and quotations dealing with fUture sermon illustrations and 
subjects, he would soon becOtE disappointed. Sackman finds it too 
cumbersome and complicated to keep extensive files. He believes too 
JllUCh tiae would be lost in marking passages, typing or writing them 
out of context onto tile cards, and filing them alphabetically only 
to confront the frustration of not being able to locate the exact 
quotation just when it was most needed. 
During his s\DIIIIl8r vacation he lays out a suggested plan of 
themes or subjects for the coaing year. As an example of such a plan, 
this writer was informed that either a.t Christaas or Lent, Sockman was 
planning to center his seraon emphasis around a series dealing with 
•The Complilllents of Jesus. • Such questions as the following would be 
raised. How ~ times did Jesus com.pl:iaent someom? Why did he 
give compliments? How were his compliaents received by those caapli-
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aented? Did Jesus e-ver fail to giw a compliment? These thoughts 
were the fulfillment of his SUIIIIlert s planning. One can readily" see 
the possibility in such a suggested series of sermons. Much of 
Seckman's study t:ime, before presenting these subjects, will be 
spent in searching out the J11.8DiY facets comected with this subject. 
His daily reading will be focused on the possibility of adding light 
and information to this om central theme. 
It should be noted that one of the reasons Sockman does not 
need an extensiw filing system is due to his remarkable memory. In-
deed, his mq be termed a photographic mind. What he has read is 
tiled away in his memory and then is easily recalled when it is 
needed for illustrati-ve material. 
(2) Preparing for Sundq's Sermon. Each day of the week 
shows advancement in the preparation of Sundayt s sermon. The first of 
the week he decides on a subject and then spends maey hours reading 
with the a.:i.m of finding suggestiw material that will add to the de-
wloJIIISnt of the current theme. Remaining so close to the actuali-
ties of life, he is able to wea-ve personal experiences of the week 
into the sermon. It was a great surprise and delight to hear Sockman 
preach one Su.nd.q on the subject, •To Li w with Digni v, • and dis-
cover the re-statement in sermon fo:ns of a conversation that had taken 
place between the two of us at a luncheon engagement several days be-
fore. Since both Sockman andthis writer had recently been in Scotland, 
the topic centered around the dignity of Scottish churchmen in their 
Sun~ worship. How illuminating on the next Sunday when he uttered 
the substance of our conversation b7 sayi.nga 
True religion gives dignitY' to life. I ob-
served it this past suaaer in Scotland. Church 
attendance in the British Isles is not as good 
as once it was. Nevertheless, on Sunda7s one 
could see the Scottish churchmen walking se-
dately' to church, many of them with Bibles 
under their arms.l 
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Here is an example of Bockman's abilit7 to make great use of the 
seeai.ngly' small encounters or life. 
Furthermore, Sockman is saturated with the desire to examine 
eve:r;r undesirable situation or interruption he encounters in the light 
of what contribution it might shed towards the developaant of the cur-
rent sermon. On one particular Friday' night, he was invited to wi tDess 
a preview showing of Cecile B. DeMille's production of "The Ten Cam-
mandments. • Sockman expressed to this writer deep concern about 
takjng time out of his bus7 schedule to attend this motion picture. 
He vas in great need of using Friday evening tor preparing Sunday's 
sermon. Howe-ver, with great reluctance he joined Mrs. Sockman and 
vent to the theatre. Though he witnessed the prellier showiDg of this 
great produ ct.ion, he did not allow the time consUDled in observing it 
to hinder the progress of his sermon pre~ation. Instead, the movie 
inspired the following introductory" paragraJil tor his sermon the next 
Sundq DlOrn:i.ng. 
Recently I enja,red a preview ot the stupendous 
new motion picture, •The Ten COBIIIlandments. • I vas 
again iapressed vi th the thought that when Hollywood 
1 R. W. Sockman, •To Live with Dignity," Sermon preached at 
Christ Church, September 30, 1956. 
looks tor its greatest themes, the best source 
is still the Bible .1 
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These two illustrations show that Dr. Seckman uses the common 
ever;rd.Eq experiences of life upon which to build his sermons. Ever;r-
thing he does, s~s, or sees has possible sermon potential and for 
that reason he has been successtal. in interpreting the gospel in the 
light of all of life's situations. 
(3) Writing the Sermon. It is not until Saturday that Dr. 
Soolaaan actually begins to write the sermon. Unless a funeral or wed-
ding requires his presence at the church, he will remain at home all 
day writing and building an organizational framework. The majority 
ot his sermons are written in the style of introduction, three points, 
and conclusion. The outline of the sermon "Big Persons in Little 
Places• is given as a typical example of his organization. 2 
Introduction: 
Today I am raising the question whether our de-
sire for publici tQr and power mq not be causing us 
to measure people by the spread of their names 
rather than the growth of their personalities. It 
is a sad thing to see a small nature in a big posi-
tion. It is an exhilarating thing to find a great 
person anywhere, and how it warms our hearts to 
came across big natures in seemingly small places. 
Qllestion: 
How does God make persons great in sma:u places? 
R. W. Seckman, "Frontiers of Fei..Lowship," Sermon preached 
at Christ Church, October 7, 1956. 
2 R. w. Socklna.n, 11Big Persons in Little Places," Sermon 
preached at Christ Church, October 18, 1953. 
Answer: 
1. By giving them~ natures. 
2. By giving ~ ! ~ outJ.ook. 
3. By giving~~ interests. 
Conclusion: 
A nation's greatness rises from those 'Who make 
great the places where they liw. Let us look 
to changing ourselves before we change our places. 
With big hearts, big outJ.ooks, big interests, God 
and Christ and you can make the place whereon you 
stand holy ground. 
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By Sundq morning at 2:00 A.M. the sermon has been completely 
written and the preacher has read it over a couple of times before 
retiring for the night's rest. Arter a few hours• rest, he again 
reads it over and by 11 o1 clock his photographic mind has captured 
the context and he is now ready to deli-ver the sermon from his pulpit 
with only notes of exact quotations from which to read. 
U. Content. In reading and stud;ying the content material con-
tained in the sermons of Dr. Sockman, there are three significant 
areas where he has risen to great heights of accomplishment. Each of 
these will be considered in t11rr1. 
(1) Use of Bible. Earlier it was noted that Dr. Sackman 
is a Biblical preacher. He continually reveals the light of both 
religious and secular his tory upon the problems of the modern age. 
Through preaching, he attempts to encourage his listeners to t'Ul'D to 
the Bible and familiarize themselws with its adaptabilit.y for to-
day• s needs. He believes that a return to Bible reading is necessary 
because: 
There has never been a significant revival of 
religion in the histor,y of Christiani~ which 
has not been nurtured in a revival of Bible study'. 
The current religious awakening in America will 
end in frothy effervescence unless sustained by 
cultivation of scriptural study. Our scholars 
haw now given us a Rev.l.sed Standard Version of 
the Bible, putting it into the language of today-. 
Let us nov have a revised standard of reading the 
Bible, putting it into the life of today.l 
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Note the excellent use of parallelism in the last two senten-
ces of the above quotation. This is typica.lly a Sockman trademark. 
His use of the Bible can be seen 1n all his sermons. The 
following example serves to show how the message is immediately set 
forth from a Biblical source. This, in turn, is applied to the 
I 
probleas men and women are facing today. The first sermon to be con-
sidered concerns Sockman's interest in the little men or the person 
who believes himself to be insignificant. The sermon subject is 
•People Who Count." Here is an example of preaching to a particular 
life situation. He recognizes that in his congregation are many 
insignificant persons who feel themselves to be lost as they- stand 
under the shadow and influence of more influential men and women. 
Therefore, he deals vi th this problem by basing his sermon on a 
Biblical character who is mentioned in the Bible only as being the 
brother of a more highly- recognized person. In quoting the intro-
ductory" paragraphs and conclusion, notice not only the use of Biblical 
1 R. W. Sockman, "The Spirit of Methodism, " Fran an address 
deli "fered at the World Methodist Conference at Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina in September 1956. 
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sources, but also illustrative material and appeals to human vaJ:oes. 
My theme today is "Andrew, Simon Peter' s 
brother.• That is the way he is almost invar-
iably mentioned in the few times he appears on 
the gospel pages. It is quite a test of char-
acter to be the brother of a celebrity. Some-
times it seems a severe handicap. 
Some years ago I rode between two New England 
cities with the bishop of a communion other than 
Df1' own. He was a big, iapressive looking man 
and he knew it. His every pose was to make his 
presence more imposing. On the dq I rode with 
him, he was quite disturbed. He had been speak-
ing at a meeting where the attendance was not 
large. He felt that those who arranged the 
affair had not fully appreciated the importance 
of his coaing ar properly advertised him. And 
his pride was hurt. 
Soae time later I met his brother, the min-
ister of a saall parish in a backwater region. 
He was probably not known beyond the bounds of 
his community and even there he was introduced to 
me as "Bishop So-and-So's brother." Yet this 
UDk:nown and self-effacing man was cheertul a!¥i 
seemingly contented. I remeaber one thing he 
said: •A minister can be happy only if he feels 
hiaself a channel.• 
Somehow I recall this minister and his brother, 
the bishop, when I think of •Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother." In 55 mind's eye I see Peter as big and 
imposing and Andrew as a man of average size and 
unimpressive in appearance. Peter was colorful 
and dramatic while Andrew appears quiet and retir-
ing. Some might sq that Andrew would not have 
been remembered had he not been Peter's brother. 
But wait a moment! According to the Fourth Gospel, 
Peter might never have been heard of had it not 
been for Andrew. 
Then Sockman relates the story in the Fourth Gospel showing how 
1 R. W. Soclaaan, •People Who Count, • Semon preached at 
Christ Church, January 11, 19.5.3. 
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"Andrew, Simon Peter's brother" was responsible for introducing Simon 
to Jesus. 
Andrew first found his brother Simon, and 
said to hilll, "We have found the Messiah." He 
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and 
said, "So you are Sil1lon the son of John? You 
shall be called Cephas" (which means Peter). 
(John 1:41-42) 
In concluding this sermon, Dr. Sockman brings to light the im-
portance of the insignificant Andrew by saying: 
"Andrew, Simon Peter's brother" was not elo-
quent like Peter. But he heard the call of the 
Christ. He brought his brother to meet the Christ. 
He put his little in the hands of his Lord.l 
Note that the content and intent of this sermon is not directed 
to the less significant members of the congregation alone; but rather, 
it also has a message for the more influential Park Avenue businessman 
in the congregation. The person of influence is reminded that much 
of his success is due to the menial labor of the underpaid, insignifi~ 
cant people who have 'Willingly worked for the objectives he had set 
forth. In other words, Dr. Sockm.an is stressing the belief that all 
people count for something no matter how prominent or disguised their 
life and influence may have been. 
Turning to another example, the Biblical foundation or source 
is i.Dnediately set forth in one short paragraph. Note how the complete 
theme of the sermon is expressed in the first three sentences. 
Jesus once sai~ to a certain law.yer, "You are 
not far from the Jt.ingciom of God. • Might these 
words be spoken to you or me? How does one 
know when he is near to the Kingdom of God? 
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After a few explanatory illustrations, he again repeats the 
question: 
When does a person cross the bound~ and 
really enter the compaey- of Christ? For an 
answer, let us turn to the Bible, or best guide 
book of life's road.l 
In these few well-worded sentences, Dr. Sockman has set the 
tone of the theme which he will follow throughout the sermon. 
(2) Use of Illustrations. Again the prominence of under-
standing the totality of life is brought to focus in the illustrative 
material Dr. Sockman uses. His illustrations deal poignantly with 
all the facets of life situations. In the accompanying paragraph it 
is of interest to observe the Waf Dr. Sockman weaves a theme concern-
ing nature into material supporting the necessity of the church and 
Christian living. 
The rushing stream renders its service. It 
is dynamic. It turns the water wheels. But when 
we wish to catch the reflection of the sky we 
stop beside a quiet pool in whose calm depths we 
see it mirrored. Our torrential western life is 
generating industrial power; but we need the 
quiet pools wherein we can see reflected the 
things that are above the earth "the things which 
are not seen," for "the things which are not seen 
are eternal." 
The church calls me from the rushing stream 
of competitive secular living to look into the 
calm deep reflections of eternal values. Like 
the shepherd of the psalmist, it "leadeth me 
1 R. W. Sockman, "On the Border of the Kingdom," Sennon preached 
at Christ Church, December 9, 1956. 
beside the still waters." The church helps me 100 
to re-appraise myself in terms of the true 
standards.1 
Ma.ey times llinisters get so involved in using statistics for 
illustrative material that little of the real intent is conveyed to 
the listener. In the following paragraph statistics are so vividly 
given that no one could easily forget the impact it has on the message. 
In fact this illustration serves as a lli.niature sermon in itself. 
A :aonth ago I read that the global war through 
which we passed cost the world--this was the es-
t:iJaa.te••ODB trillion four hundred billion dollars. 
It's pretty hard for the man on the street to 
grasp one trillion four hundred billion dollars. 
In fact it's pretty hard for the man in the pul-
pit to grasp one trillion four hundred billion 
dollars, but I do make it vivid to myself in this 
way. Suppose tba t a man on the dq our Lord was 
born had begun to deposit two million dollars a 
day in a baDk and had kept on depositing that same 
amount ever;r dajy throughout the whole Christian 
era. Not counting interest, he would not yet have 
deposited quite as much as the world blew awq, ac-
cording to this est.:imate, in five years of global 
war. Two million dollars a dq from the beginning 
of the Christian era, and yet we have blown up that 
much moD91' in the war. 2 
Further, Dr. Sockman paints a beautifUl picture of the relation-
ship of man to God in an illustration depicting the great spirit of 
Fbillips Brooks. 
1 
1946. 
2 
In front of Trinity Church Boston, stands the 
statue of Fhillips Brooks who preached so glor-
iously froa that pulpit. Behind the figure or 
Brooks and towering above the stalwart preacher 
is the .figure of Christ. Perhaps the artist 
R. W. Socklllan, "What is Real in Church," ~ Pulpit Digest, 
Ibid. 
-
wanted to imply that Brooks tel t himself over-
shadowed b1 the Christ, but the arrangement almost 
seems to suggest the Christ as following Brooks. 
M~e that is also a proper inf'erence. The great 
preacher so caught the spirit of Christ that his 
Lord•s presence did follow hia wherever he went--
on the streets of Boston, into the sick room., :into 
his pulpit. That is true discipleship--to follow 
Christ so devotedly' that Christ follows us. Brooks 
had advanced from follower to friend.l 
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Mote the impact of the last two sentences. Due to the foregoing 
description of the famous statue in Trini tu Church1'ard, the definition 
ot discipleship-"to follow Christ so devotedly that Christ follows 
us"--becOIIes tremendously effecti-ve. 
Thousands of illustrations could be given to reveal Sockman• s 
genius for putting Christian truth into word pictures. Since this is 
not a dissertation dealing with sennon illustrations, the several ex-
aaples given will suffice in giving the reader an idea of the rich 
illustratiw aaterial to be found ill the sennons of this preacher. In 
concluding this section a further quotation is given which shows not 
only his ability at painting pictures; but also it gives us a clue to 
his attitude concerning the value and limits of illustrations. 
In cultivating the art of making truth suffi-
ciently picturesque to impress the modern mind, 
the preacher should studT the use of illustrations. 
There should be enough to illlmline, not too many 
or too long to distract. Even more use:ful. and 
artistic than illustrations are colorful words. A 
single word can flash a picture which makes a whole 
sentence or paragraph live. 
1 R. w. Sockman, "The Unfinished Reformation," Sermon preached 
at Christ Church, July 30, 1955. 
Imagination is more powerful than the will, so 
psychology tells us. When the two are in confiict, 
the imagination wins. It is the picture that hangs 
in our mind rather than the purpose on which we 
grit our teeth that will eventually shape our ac-
tions. It this be true, then the preacher's appeal 
to the imagination is more effective than his ex-
hortation of the will.l 
102 
(3) Regard for HlDII.an Values. HU1181l values refer to the great 
concerns of liTing. Such phases of life center around birth, childhood, 
youth, adolescence, aarriage, parenthood, middle age, retirement, old 
age, and death. These are the great periods in life that people exper-
ience as they pass through the different stages from birth to death. 
PeoPle place the highest value on these qualities and tr,y to control 
them from being tainted by the many misfortunes that maj1 come to them. 
Sockman realizes that in the big city, multitudes of people 
are greatly cc:ncerned about hl1DI.8n values. Fears, temptations, insecur-
ity, vice, war, poverty are some of the problems that try to compete 
with the higher values of huaan lite. Therefore, a great n\DIIber of his 
sermons are dedicated to a discussion of these problems by basing his 
approach on Biblical foundations and calling upon his rich storehouse 
of penetrating illustrations. 
As an example of his high regard for these human values, the 
writer would recommend the reading of a series of sermons entitled 
•strength far Crisis.• These sermons were delivered fran the pulpit 
of Christ Church in Februar.y and March of 1951 and include such titles 
as 
1 R. w. Bockman, 11The Preacher, • Religion.?::!!~' p. 196. 
Strength in Time of Distrust 
Strength in Tille of Defeat 
Strength in Time of Temptations 
Strength in Tillle of Suffering 
Strength in Tillle of Anxiev 
Strength in Tille of Doubt 
Strength in Time of Death (Easter) 
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This regard for human values m~ be further emphasized in the next sec• 
tion dealing with titles. 
4. Titles, Themes, .!!!!! Trends 
Bere is one of the most iMportant areas of preaching a minister 
has to confront. Mail1' people attend a particular church service due to 
the appeal of the title. An effective title must connote some percep-
tion o:f the nature of the theme. In a city like Hew York many visitors 
are swayed to attend the church where a topic is being expounded which 
speaks to their present needs and concerns. Therefore, a preacher 
needs to acquaint himself with the trends through which men 1 s minds 
pass in order to present sel"Blons that are of current interest. Through 
forty years or remarkable service on the New York scene, Ralph Sockman 
has been overwhelmingly received by the multi tude because he has recog-
nized the :iaportance of ill'\lll.inating titles, interesting themes, and 
the immediate necessity of keeping pace with the trends ot the Mme. 
i. Titles. 1be outstanding traits found in the titles ot ser-
mons preached by Sockman~ is in their breY.l.ty and their capacity for 
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renaling the nature of the sermon. 
(1) General Survey: It has been pointed out that Sockman 
preaches to life situations. In so doing, he must preach about the 
wholeness of life. With a congregation composed of men and women 
troa all walks of life he has to deal with the successes of business 
men and the problems of the comm.on aan. The following titles have 
been chosen to illustrate sermons directed to the problems of the 
c0ll'll1lon man. 
The Might of Common Men 
Where Each Walks Alone 
The Power to Make Good 
Is Life a Lotte17? 
In a world of Shadows 
Keeping Sane in a Mad World 
Lifted OUt of our Littleness 
What Do the Meek Get? 
People Who Count 
The Worth of one 
Aims Without Abilities 
Prepared for the Best 
Being Good in Bad Places 
When Life Lets Us Down 
Mald.ng Goodness Attractive 
Prisoners of Ourselves 
'!he next list of titles illustrates sermons that would most likely 
be of interest to the businessman who glories over his professional 
power and successful achievements. 
Is Success a Gospel? 
The Investment of Influence 
Life • s Extra Di. vidend 
Where Brotherhood Begins 
How Secure Should We Be? 
Being Sure of Ourselves 
Living Royally 
The End of the Egoist 
The Length of a Full Life 
By what Bible Do You Live? 
Rising Values of Living 
What Are You Worth? 
Life's Outlook and Income 
Putting Heart into People 
Big ~rsons in Little Places 
105 
Our Centers of Security 
You and Your Birthright 
Wrapped Up in OUrselves 
The Sin of the Second Best 
In listing these titles under separate categories, the author 
does not intend to suggest that these sermons interest only the group 
under which they are listed. Conversely they deal with material that 
is or interest to both categories; but for the purpose of this thesis 
they have been separated to illustrate the diversiv or titles and to 
show how they ran neatly into different categories. Though a title 
may seem to concern itself with the problems of the COlllllon man, it 
also has a message to men of infiuence in positions of power. On an 
earlier page, evidence of this was given in the se:rmon on the seemiDg].y 
insignificant brother of Simon Peter. Yet, the sermon accaaplished its 
double duv when it indicated the importance of Andrew as the one re-
sponsible for having introduced his more famous brother to the great 
personality of Jesus. Therefore, these titles serve a double duty of 
speaking to all categories of men. 
Also of interest in Sockm.an1 s titles is his constant use of the 
figure of alliteration. The following titles serve as examPles. 
The Challenge of Change The Danger of Drifting 
The Recovery of Reverence 
Doors of Desti.Iry 
The Light that Lasts 
A Truce vi th Time 
The Coward 1 s Castle 
The Struggle for Securi~ 
Duties Made Desirable 
From Magic to Mystery 
When Life Loses Its Lustre 
Selling our Souls 
Bridges Not Burned 
Lives that Live 
Lengthening our Lives 
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Under the category of paradox, the following titles are listed. 
Our Loving Enemies When Love Hurts 
Losing Without Finding 
Room at the Bottaa 
Life's Closed Exits 
Prisoners of Hope 
Down to Earth and Up to God 
A farther list of titles suggests sermons that rally men and 
women to renewed strength and action. 
The Lift of a Large Outlook Our Reach beyond our Grasp 
Living in Deep Waters Roots that Hold 
'l'h.e Ceilings in Life 
We Add, God Multiplies 
Living Up to Life 
StUl another category in this survey of general titles is con-
cerned with the great belief in hope. 
Highways of Hope We Are Saved by Hope 
Live for Tomorrow The Food of Faith 
The Hunger for Hope 
Lights that Lead 
Your Road to Great Living 
Trustees of Tomorrow 
Mastering the Immovables 
Making Wishes Work 
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(2) Seasonal Topics. During the New Year's season such titles 
as the following have added increased meaning to the season. 
God At the Turns The End of' the Beginning 
Life' s Changing Goals 
A New Lease on Life 
Great Living in Great Times 
Can We Match this Hour? 
The gift of love at the Christmas Season is expressed in match-
less words in these titles. 
When Love Breaks Through 
Are You Ready for Christmas? 
The Gift of Grace 
Bethlehem and Beyond 
Where God CODJes In 
The Dawn that Delivers 
The Wonder of the Wise 
Hope Before Dawn 
More than Merry 
The gift of immortality at Easter Time is shown in these express-
ive topics. 
He:irs of Eternal Life 
The Life Triumphant 
Too Great far the Grave 
The Conquorers of Death 
'!'he Answer of Easter 
Easter to Eternity 
The sermon "Easter to Eternity11 opens with this provocative thought: 
•Are you puzzled by the question: Where do we go after death? Then let 
us begin our Easter message by asking: Where did we come from before 
birth?" 
(3) Topics of National Concern. In wartime, Sockman attempts 
to calm the fears and involvements of' his nock by preaching sermons con-
cerned with the universal conflict. 
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Prepared for the Unexpected Religiolfs Third Front 
The Defeat of Darkness When hperts Err 
Reclaiming Our Wasted Powers The Spiritual Underground 
Beliefs that Make Us Brave Faith of our Fathers 
Vices that Mar Victory The Secret of Survi. val 
When God Rations Lite The Last Lil'le of Retreat 
The Star Still Shines (Christmas sermon in wart:bne) 
The Gift of Peace (Chris1mas sermon in peacetae) 
From Battles to Bethlehem (First Christmas sermon af'ter the 
end of hostilities) 
This Is the Victory (Easter Semon at end of the war) 
In periods of national political elections, Sockman has devoted 
sermons to such topics as the following: 
The Power Behind the Polls Our Secret Ballot 
Ou.r Leader Elected of God The Winning Losers 
(4) Sermon Series. A typical Lanum Series has dealt with 
the general theme: •God's Gift for Great Living." 
The Gift of Growth The Power of Patience 
The Levels of Love The Road to Royal Living 
The Joy of Living The Victory Over Death (Easter) 
The Peace of God 
A series of sermons concemed vi th youth bears the following title: 
"Trustees of Tomorrow. • 
New Men for a New World 
Life's Fifth Dimension 
On Coming of Age 
Where Do We BeloDg? 
Read;y for the Best 
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Through a glance at these ti tJ.es the fact is made clearer that 
Ralph Sockman preaches in order to cause men "to see life steadily and 
to see it ~ole." It is also of interest to note that he has not fallen 
into the pathway of so many contemporary ministers in preaching the 
traditional "how" sermon. There is no superficiality in his preaching. 
He does not attempt to show "how" something is done in six easy steps. 
Rather his sermons deal vi th more weighty matters. 
If contemporar,r preaching is to be possessed 
of moving power, it must not copy the superficial 
methods of certain .flamboyant evangelists; but 
must seek the deep, central themes of our Christian 
faith. Evelyn Underhill's criticisra should cause 
us to resurvey the area of our pulpit message. She 
remarked that the great defect of present-day re-
ligion is that it spends its time running around 
the arc and takes the center for granted. The best 
preachers plan their sezmons with an eye to great 
objectives. Let us be alert to see that we deal 
with the weightier matters of the law and the true 
priorities of the gospel.l 
ii. Themes. The titles reveal that JIISl\Y of Sockman' s sermons 
weave themselves around the meaning or philosophy of suffering in a 
universe of love. His sermon themes are a continual discourse on the 
presence and guidance of God in dealing with all man's problems. 
1 Ibid., p. 198. 
-
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Although he is primarily a Biblical preacher, maey- of his sermons can 
be classified into doctrinal and expository- preaching. Since a consid-
eration of the Biblical approach has been given, mention shall now be 
given to these two other types. 
(1) Doctrinal Themes. His sermons do not separate them-
selves into neat categories of Biblical, doctrinal, and expository; but 
rather, ~ sermons contain all these elements within the one struc-
ture. In surveying his sermon titles there are wry few that concern 
doctrinal issues; but that does not indicate that doctrine will not be 
taught -sbmewhere within the sermon itself. Sockman explains his atti-
tude along this line in the following quotation; 
In order to prevent an introspect! ve self-centered-
ness· and preserve the full orb of the Christian mes-
sage, life situation preaching should be blended with 
Biblical exposition and doctrinal teaching. If 
sermons aim. at solTing the life situations of actual 
persons, they- will not fall into the traditional 
classifications of topical, expository, doctrinal, 
and the like. When we start with. a life situation 
we start where men liw, then lead the questioning 
soul to the doctrinal and Biblical sources. 
Life situations can also be linked with. the great 
historic doctrines of our faith. When our personal 
problems are set in the light of age-old experience, 
we see them in better perspective and proportion. Our 
valley-s are exalted and our mountains and hills .made 
lower when we behold them as part of the long road 
which the saints have trod. Thus instead of preach-
ing dry sermons in defense of theological doctrines, we 
bring those doctrines to our help; and our creeds are 
seen not as mental strai~~ja.ckets put over on us but 
as life-preservers thrown out to us.l 
Sockm.an uses the title in lll&t\Y instances to camouflage a sermon 
1 R. W. Sockman, !!!!!, Highwaz ,2! God, p. 123. 
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that leans toward the consideration of some doctrine. He is aware 
that many people do not care to bear an explanatory sermon dealing 
with doctrinal matters. Keeping this in mind, be tries to teach doc-
trine without his listeners realizing that it is doctrinal material 
they are bearing. 
This is not to say that Seckman never preaches a sermon with a 
purely doctrinal title. He is aware that a prille function of his pro-
fession is for teaChing purposes and for that reason a doctrinal ap-
proach is necessarr. In his L1man Beecher Lectures, Socloaan states the 
need for doctrinal sermons. 
When a preacher ascends his pulpit, be should 
remember that the church provides him. vi th the sound-
ing board of the centuries. It was said of Dante 
that he was the voice of ten silent centuries. The 
spokesman of God should feel himself Dear to burst-
ing with the pent-up experience of the ages waiting 
to find voice through hi:a. What dignity of spiritual 
bearing and what urgency of spiritual witness are 
given by such a conception of one 1 s calling. 
Various lJun Beecher Lecturers through the years 
have noted that doctriDal. seraons were not popular. 
Doctrinal labels are no more popular toda.T. But 
life situations can be so treated that they lead into 
the great formative doctrines or our faith. And a 
revivea stuq of the historic doctrines would de-
liver us from the preacher's subjectivity, his 
monototzy", his digressions, and his lilai tations •••• 
We haw assumed that doctrinal preaching is too 
heavy for our stream-liDiDg spiritual diet. In our 
effort to make our services "bright, breezy, and 
brotherly" we forget that light ani air without 
food is too rapidly reducing, that it makes for 
lea.DDBss of soul. Some preachers are like matches 
in that they C&rry' all their brilliance in their 
own beads, and their sermons are but little unre-
lated flashes of cleveruess caused by contact 
with whatever ccntingency bas most recently rubbed 
against them. In contrast, the great historic 
doctrines of faith, like the filament of the 
electric light, serve as the medium of incan-
descence. When charged wi tb personal feeling 
they become aglow with a steady light which 
brings the radiance of the eternal to the read-
ing of tba timely.l 
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Several titles that are concerned specifically with doctrine 
include: 
Jesus Christ Our Lord The Crowd's Creed 
A Savior Is Born When God Comes In 
The Unfinished Reformation Too Great for the Grave 
The Great Beyond 
(2) Exposito17 Preaching. One of the duties of' the preach-
er is to translate the divine truths into language of' everyday living. 
This ~ tn.e teaching function of' the lllinist:cy. Through modern 
exposi~'preach:lng the great doctrines of' the church may be given 
new eftpb~~s as they speak to the present needs of men and women in 
.-"}" 
the congregation. 
Moder.n expositar.y preaching need not cop,y the 
methods of' our grandfathers. Time has become too 
precious for those who sit in our pews to sit 
patiently while the preacher explores the Hebrew 
and Greek roots of' his text. The preacher must 
catch his people 1 s interests at the point where 
they are living. But while he JJ18i1 start his 
sezmon at the sidewalk lewl, he should lead his 
congregation back into the upl&Dis of' the soul:,' 
where now the springs of living waters; and 
these are found so variously and invariably in 
the Bible. 
l Ibid., P• 88. 
-2 R. W. Sockman, "The Preacher, a Religion ~ Life, p. 19.$. 
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iii. Trends. Through his many years of preaching in one 
church, there must certainly be a direction or trend that Dr. Sockm.an1 s 
sermons have followed. It is here that we re-emphasize a point which 
has been mentioned continually throughout this thesis. The success of 
Dr. Soclanan as a preacher has been his continual. purpose of speaking to 
the problems of men. In deaJ.ing with life situations he is openingup 
the Wholeness of life in all its phases. This emphasis was begun at 
the outset of his ministry at Christ Church and continues with more 
intensity as each year passes. Furthermore, he has always considered 
his work as a teaching minista-y, and the Bible has been the basic 
skeleton framework upon which sermons with a modern-day application 
have been const..rllcted. 
One reason for increased activity in dealing with human prob-
lems occurred mid-way in his ministry. This was the occasion of his 
son's unt.imely death. In talking to Bishop Herbert Welch, the author 
was told that after the son's death a great change took place. There 
was noticed a deepending of feeling in his preaching, filled with a 
physical energy and urgency of the nature of the gospel.l 
On one occasion while talking with Dr. Soclan.an, the author asked 
a rather personal question regarding the effect of William's death upon 
his preaching. The answer was most illuminating and indicated that a 
renewed emphasis was placed thereafter on the major theme of preaching 
1 Interview with Bishop Herbert Welch, September 24, 1956. 
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to life situations. His penetrating answer follows: 
William's death was a severe shock, naturally. 
I think it served as a mellowing experience in 7q 
life. It turned 11f1 emphasis toward a aore coatorii-
ing type of preaching. My earlier sermons were more 
intellectuall7 and socially directed, and then after 
this mellowing experience of a tragic death, I gave 
aore and more emphasis to the personal side of reli-
gion.! 
In sllBiling up his style of preaching, Sockman indicated that he 
believes he stands halt wa:y be'bleen the intellectualim of a Reinhold 
Niebuhr and the comforting nature of a Norman Vincent Peale. He sees 
danger in either extreme; but feels that in combining these two ex-
treae positions he is better able to speak to the needs of all men. 
5. Delivery of Seraon 
We have already noted that Ral.Jil Sockman has a great message to 
convey when he preaches. To possess a living message is only half the 
battle. .Another im.portant quality is to possess a penetrating speak-
ing ability that will cause people to sit up and listen. Han;y min-
isters have a profound message but lose their congregation's attention 
in the dull.Dess of their qualities of speech. Conversely, lii&Ily preach-
ers can captivate their audience by waxing eloquent in speech techniques 
without having much content in their message. Here we came to another 
reason for Sockaan' s treaendous effectiveness. He is both a gifted 
sermonizer and an'eloquent speaker. 
i. Voice. Dr. Sockman' s voice infiection adds to his appeal as 
1 Interview with Dr. Sockaan, September 26, 1956. 
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a speaker. There is never any monotou;y in his speech. His sentences 
nuctuate in tone and intensity. He has a speech quality resembling 
a short staccato attack, 7et all words are rea~ understood due to 
his mastertul quality of diction. Dr. Lym Harold Hough describes his 
voice as •a so}ilisticated achievement used for spiritual sincerity. •1 
Sockm.an has the capacity for being a great orator, but he shies 
awa,. floom the oratorical approach as being unnecessary' for pW.pit use. 
His sermons remind one of noble conversations tuned to life situations 
rather than an attempt at self-conscious oratory. His gestures are alwqs 
in good taste and never border on the extreme. Instead, they are art-
tul and perfect and add strength to whatever he say-s. 
ii. ~~English Language. Bockman's use of the English 
language brings credit both to the language itself and to his abili t7 
to use it correctly. Never a word is used unless it adds beaut7 to the 
phrase and promotes the progress of the sermon b;r adding to the trend 
of thought. This excellent use of English and an able choice of cor-
rect words and phrases is found too uncommonly in the majoritY' of 
pulpits todq. Through his excellent choice of language his sermons 
become examples of great literature. In his use of imagery, in his 
original metaphors, and in his use of parallelism, he is able to bring 
a quick, vivid, clear picture before the minds of his listeners. A 
few examples will suffice to convey this fact. 
1 Interview vi 1h Lynn Harold Hough, September 25, 1956. 
When the preacher carries the Bible, he finds the 
Bible carries him. It keeps fresh the sources of 
his inspiration when secular topics run dry. True 
preaching transcends oratory as a spring surpasses 
a hydrant.l 
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In the Introduction to his first book, he describes the sermons con-
tained therein not 
••• as polished gems of thought mined frara long 
meditation. They are rather sparks from the 
anvU of a hurrying pastor. Perhaps, however, our 
particular age is ~ore in need of pulpit fire than 
hcai1etic jewelr;y. 
iii. Appearance. Dr. Sackman's personality pl~s an important 
function in the appeal of his sermons. As he stands erect in his pul-
pit illuaaculately groaraed in appearance, his congregation develops a 
tremendous admiration both for hia and for what he says. A. persuas-
ive voice, a masterful command of the English language, and a winning 
personali"tir all contriblte to his effectiveness in delivery. 
1 R. W. Socklllan, "The Preacher, 11 Religion ,!!! !.:!f!., p. 191. 
2 R. w. Sackman, Suburbs ~ Christiani:!f-, p. 16. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
THE MINISTRY OF TEACHING 
1. Introduction 
Now that the Christ Church Ministry has been evaluated, it 
is necessary to observe Dr. Soclanan 1 s influence as it affects the 
country and world at large. The work at Christ Church serves as 
the trunk of the tree out of which spread great branches of influ-
ence that have an inestimable effect upon the lives of untold 
thousands of people. The purpose of this section is to describe 
and illustrate the major methods by which he serves the larger 
parish. 
Dr. Soclanan patterns his life around a hierarchy of loyal-
ties which the late Principal P. T. Forsyth adopted as a guide for 
his ministry. These loyalties are listed in the following order: 
(1) to the gospel, (2) to the local church, (3) to the great church, 
(4) to the public.l 
The remainder of the thesis will deal with Dr. Soclonan 1 s 
influence as it affects the two latter categories of P. T. Forsyth's 
definition. This will be accOlllplished by considering the t.hree most 
1 Interview with Dr. Soclanan, September 26, 1956. 
118 
119 
important areas devoted to the larger parish, namely: (1) the 
Ministry of Teaching, (2) the Ministry of Radio, (3) the Ministry 
to the Ecumenical Church. 
2. Union Theological Semi~ 
In 1950 Dr. Sackman was appointed to the faculty of Union 
Theological Seminar,y as Associate Professor of Practical Theology. 
Here he followed in the footsteps of such brilliant preachers as 
Hugh Black, Henry Sloan Coffin, Harry Emerson Fosdick, and Paul 
Scherer. 
Each Wednesday afternoon, Dr. Sockman goes out to Morningside 
Heights where he conducts two courses at Union Seminary. One of the 
classes is compulsory for all students of the Methodist denomination. 
This is a class devoted to the study of Methodist Polity. Here the 
Methodist students receive instruction on the functioning and organ-
izational framework of the Methodist Church as formulated in Tbe 
Methodist Discipline. Perhaps no other Methodist minister, district 
superintendent, or bishop is better informed on the subject of 
Methodist polity than Dr. Soclcm.an. 
In the area of homiletics, Dt-. Sock.man teaches a senior-year 
course entitled "Preaching to Life Situations." Again the Seminar,y 
has dealt wisely in assigning this topic to a man who has successfully 
spent his ministry devoting his sermons to this area of preaching. 
Before their senior year, the students have been taught the fundamen-
tals of effective sermonizing by several outstanding men like Dt-. 
John Sutherland Bomell, Dr. Paul Hoon, and Dr. Paul Scherer. By 
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the senior year the students have received the fundamentals of homi-
letics and now can devote their time to more specific areas of preach-
ing. 
The author had the opportunity of attending the f:irst class 
session of the new school year with Dr. Sockman. It was interesting 
to note how informally he presides over his class. His ability to 
recognize names and faces was further brought to light as he called 
the class roll. As each student responded to his name, the teacher 
would often ask a personal question regarding the identity of the 
person. A case in point was the student whose minister in a distant 
city had written Dr. Soclauan telling of the young man's ability. 
The boy's face beamed with satisfaction when Dr. Sockman informed 
him that he had received a letter of introduction from the bqy1 s min-
ister. After the roll was called, it was apparent that the teacher 
had sufficient memory to remember man;y of the names when he called 
on them during the discussion period. 
The class is conducted by dividing the time between lecture, 
discussion, and workshop method. During each session at least two 
students are given an opportunity to preach a sermon following which 
the members of the class and the professor make constructive criti-
cisms of his effort. 
Since this was the first meeting of the class, Dr. Sockman 
assigned dates when each man would preach and then spent the remain .. 
der of the period talking about preaching in general. It was of 
interest to observe his classroom procedure. Once again he 
121 
demonstrated his humbleness by destroying all barriers between pro-
fessor and student, and then he talked about their problems and 
concerns in preaching in a very leisurely manner. The difficulties 
and problems of the young student preacher are very real to Dr. 
Sockman. He continually reminds himself that be once sat where they 
sit, and for this reason he is ever mindf'ul. of their concerns. In 
this humble attitude he speaks to their problems not as an authority 
on the subject, but rather out of the rich background of experience 
that has been his. 
After the class, several of the students revealed to this au-
thor the appreciation they hold for their homiletics professor. 
They marveled at the significant way in which he pictures or portrays 
a truth. The following comparison between preaching and acting was 
very illuminating to these students. 
The preacher is more than an actor. It is 
true that we of the pulpit can learn m&lV" things 
from the truly great artists of the stage, for 
there is much truth in the old saying that good 
actors speak their lines as if they were t.rue, 
while preachers so often speak truth as if they 
were only lines. 
But there is a fundamental difference between 
acting and preaching. The actor seeks to inter-
pret a character or situation. He is shut off 
from the audience by footlights. The test of his 
work is how well he enters into the personality of 
the character he is portraying. The preacher on 
the other hand is concerned not ohly with the in-
terpretation of his message, but also with tbe 
helping and saving of the people before him. No 
footlights shut him off from his congregation so 
that he can be confined to the drama he is enacting. 
A good actor lives his part. A good preacher 
lives both in his part and in his people. A 
good actor with a good pl~ as a vehicle can 
keep running on Broadwq for perhaps two or 
three seasons. But a preacher possessed of far 
less ability, by pu.tt:ing himself into the drama 
of salvation and the hearts of his people, can 
keep running in the same pulpit for decades.l 
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Further, Dr. Sockman points out to his students the responsi-
bili ty of speaking in color.tul language. The contemporary mind is 
not interested in hearing colorless abstractions. The best preachers 
are those who can turn an ear into an eye. Jesus spoke not in ab-
stractions but in parables which brings the idea before the eye in 
a picturesq~ fashion. In speaking of this in another context, Dr. 
Sockman says: 
Jesus spoke in sparkling parables, leaving 
unforgettable portraits of a prodigal boy picking 
himself up from among the swineherds of a sinful 
country and of a good Samaritan lifting a wounded 
man on the Jericho road. The Master Teacher was 
a master artist, and his masterpieces remain 
models for the preacher in combining depth of 
thought with simplicity and beauty of utterance.2 
Dr. Sockman warns his students against always preaching on 
social iss~s. Certainly the church should encourage social change; 
but there are better ways of fostering the reform spirit than from 
the pulpit. The sermon may be used for lli\Ving down the basic prin-
ciples of social change rather than as a springboard used for attack-
ing certain issues. He sees a great danger in forcing certain 
l R. w. Sockman, Lecture to Homiletics Class, Union Seminary. 
2 R. w. Sockman, "The Preacher," Religion ,!!! Life, p. 196. 
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political, economic, and social theories into the minds of the con-
gregation 
The purpose of the sermon should be to create enthusiasm in 
a problem that may be discussed informally at a later meeting. This 
is the better method of dealing with social issues. Hardly ever is 
anything produced except a disgruntled congregation when the minister 
uses the pulpit as a sounding board for his favorite social theme. 
He believes that it is not fair to the man in the pew, when the for-
mality of the worship service prevents him from talking back against 
an issue that he does not sympathize with. 
These are just a few of the problems around which Dr. Sockm.an' s 
discussions with the students centered. The instruction that these 
young ministers receive from a master craftsman, contributes its full 
share toward providing the church at large with many gifted. preachers. 
3. ~Divinity School 
Recognizing Dr. Sockman' s great ability, Yale Uni-versity in 
1940 conferred on him the invitation to deliver the Ly.man Beecher 
Lectures on Preaching. In receiving this invitation, one joins the 
brilliant ranks of such outstanding pulpit men as Henr,r Ward 
Beecher, Washington Gladden, Henry Van Dyke, George A. Gordon, Charles 
Reynolds Brown, Peter Taylor Forsyth, Charles E. Jefferson, John 
Henry Jowett, Henr.y Sloane Coffin, Harr.y Emerson Fosdick, Francis 
John McConnell, George Arthur Buttrick, Ernest Fremont Tittle. Dr. 
Sockm.an' s lectures were published in book form in 1942 under tlle 
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title, The High.wq of ~· 
In choosing a subject, he searched the field of homiletics 
trying to find an area of study' that previous lecturers had not in-
vestigated. Giving proof to an earlier assumption that Dr. Sackman 
is a Biblical preacher, it is noted that he turned once again to 
the Bible in order to establish the organizational framework of 
this lecture. Therefore, he based his talks on the appraisal Jesus 
gaw of the first great preacher, John the Baptist. The scriptural 
references may be .found in Matthew llt2·20, and Luke 7:19·3.5. It 
should also be noted that Dr. Sackman's choice of a subject was 
partial.l;y influenced by the unsettled world conditions at the tine 
these lectures were delivered. This was one of the bleak periods 
of modern history just prior to America's entrance into World War TI. 
In these lectures he compares this present confused state of the 
world with the experience of John the Baptist who walked over Jordan 
preaching the words originall;y spoken by Isaiah: "The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness. Prepare ye the wq of the Lord, make his 
paths straight." (Isaiah 40:3; Luke 3:4). 
The theme of the lectures was taken from certain statements 
found in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew. Here Jesus informs the 
crowd of the great qualities of preaching to be foo.nd in John the 
Baptist. Dr. Sockman proceeds to build his chapter headings from 
these various descriptive phrases contained in the scriptural passage. 
Comparing the problems which face the minister todq with those which 
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confronted John the Baptist, he is able to shed some ray of light as 
to a possible solution. A sample of several of the chapters will 
now be given. 
Chapter one is concerned with describing the wilderness con-
fronting churchmen today as they face the future blackened by the 
threat of World War. The minister must serve as a guide or road-
builder in leading men out of this state of confusion. 
To be fellow seekers with men until they find 
a satisfYing and saving philosophy of life is the 
rewarding function of God's guides. To show men 
that they exist in a frame of reference which is 
more than human, and are governed by a realit.y 
that transcends themselves, and are supported by 
an administration Which guarantees the triumph of 
personal and spiritual values--that is the high 
privilege of God's roadmakers.l 
Adopting the phase "A Reed Shaken in the Wind" (Luke 7 : 24), 
Dr. Sockman devotes another chapter to a consideration of the in-
nuences and temptations of the wilderness which will attempt to 
persuade the minister to retreat from many of his ideals. The 
minister must persevere in his beliefs and not be swayed by the 
trade-winds. '!he roadbuilder should possess the sturdy independence 
of John the Baptist who 11was not a weathervane, but a guide post. 112 
In other words, the :minister should not allow himself to sell his 
soul by being bribed to keep silent on certain issues. 
1 R. W. Soclanan, ,!h! Highway 2£. ~' P• 25. 
2 Ibid • .t p. 30. 
-
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Dr. Soclanan advises his ministers in these lectures, not to 
preach what men want to hear, but more important, preach what they 
need. 
People think they know what they want; they 
do not alwqs lmow what they need. And the 
minister's task is to lead men from what they want 
to what they need. Our very terminology today re-
veals a certain betrayal of this trust. We speak 
of a minister being called "to serve a congrega-
tion." We seldom, if ever, speak of a minister 
being cal.ed to "save a congregation"; or if we do, 
we mean he is called to save a church property. 
When the congregation becomes the norm by which 
sermons are measured, a minister has put a mort-
gage on his soul. 
Another important section is devoted to a consideration of 
the roadbuilder ar minister as a pro}ilet of God. He shows that God 
speaks to the minister in various ways, i.e. through the Bible, the 
church and its doctrines, through nature, through mystical insights, 
through seekers for God, and through men and women who have found 
God. Progressing further along this line, he indicates that a preach-
er must be far more than a prophet. He must possess the qualities 
of "being a follower of the Lord and also a forerum1er of the Lord. 
'!he preacher's task is to bring the loving heavenly Father and His 
seeking bewildered children together. 112 
Furthermore, the preaching ability of the preacher and his 
personality dovetail together. 
l ~., P• 36. 
2 ~., P• 112. 
The roadmaker ~ distinguish two aspects of 
his task, that of preparing the people for the 
word, and that of preparing the word for the peo-
ple. Let us consider the first, for in practice 
it must precede the second. To say that a minis-
ter should prepare his people before his message 
is somewhat more than to say that pastoral work 
is the way to open um-esponsive hearts. A pastor 
may win the affections of a parish so that his 
word is welcomed, and yet he may not be making a 
way for the Lord. He mq draw a crowd without 
drawing the Divine Presence. His efforts may end 
with his egocentric efficiency. He may be person-
ally magnetic without being spiritually dynamic. 
The success of a preacher is commonly gauged 
by his popular following; but the power of the 
preacher is measured by his divine following.l 
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The above examples show how effective Dr. Sockman is in using 
Luke's account regarding the great qualities of a minister as re-
vealed in John the Baptist. Applying this to present-day conflicts, 
there is a close parallelism between the characteristics of a 
preacher in early New Testament times with that of today. The 
voice of the Christian prophet must speak out in this day of tur-
moil if Christiani. ty is to lead the world toward greater tomorrows. 
Throughout the last few years Dr. Sockman has received ma.rzy-
invitations to accept a professorship in coll~ges and theological 
seminaries. In 194 7, he was invited to become visiting professor 
of homiletics at the Divinity School of Yale University. For two 
years he took the train each week from Grand Central Station in New 
l ~., P• 113. 
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York and journeyed to New Haven, Connecticut, in order to share his 
preaching methods and ideas with the ministerial students of Yale. 
Here he was able to convey his homiletical insight and his creative 
impulses to the men who came from all over the United States and 
from other lands to perfect their preaching techniques. 
h. Chaplain to ~ York University 
Dr. Seckman's appeal is not limited to church members and 
theological students alone. For many years he has been the chaplain 
of New York Universiv. '!he primary responsibility of this honor 
provides him with the opportunity of delivering the baccalaureate 
address at each season of graduation. Year after year, he delivers 
a stirring address to these students providing them with a challenge 
to meet life as they step over the threshold to take their place in 
society. 
5. Books 
Through the publication of books, Dr. Seckman's influence 
reaches out to vast numbers of people. To describe in detail all 
the books that have come from his pen is beyond the purpose of this 
paper. His publications are primarily compilations of his sermons 
preached at Christ Church. Since the total listing of his published 
works mq be found in the Bibliography, only those books will be 
mentioned that show the wide area of subject matter that is contained 
in his writing. In viewing some of his books, it is possible to 
observe the trends in his preaching. Only a brief statement de-
scribing the main purpose of each of these books will l::e given. 
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i. Suburbs of Christianity (1924). Here is a collection 
of twelve sermons preached at Christ Church during the year 1922-23. 
They deal with problems that keep people as sideline spectators of 
Christianity. People remain in the suburbs or outskirts of the 
Kingdom of God instead of becoming so vitally interested that they 
penetrate the core of religion and thus bring about the developnent 
of the Kingdom of God on earth. 
ii. Morals of Tom.orrow (19.31}. These sermons are concerned 
entirely with ethics. In referring to this book, Dr. Soclanan humor-
ously says: "In those d~s I was constantly preaching ethics. I 
talked it so much my congregation almost went immoral. nl 
iii. Paradoxes 21 Jesus (19.36}. As the title suggests, this 
book contains a selection of sermons concerning paradoxes. The 
topics of this book are listed on page 106 of this dissertation. 
Showing the wannth of Dr. Sockman' s personality, the book is dedi-
cated to: "The congregation of Christ Church which welcomed the 
writer twenty-five years ago as member and twenty years ago as min-
ister."2 
1 R. W. Soclanan, interview, September 26, 1956. 
2 Foreword to The Paradoxes of Jesus. 
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iv. Recoveries in Religion (1938). This book embodies the 
Quillian Lectures delivered at Emory University. Here he surveys 
the whole of society following the period of the Great Depression 
and indicates areas where the forces of recovery are at work in re-
ligion. His chapters deal with recoveries of authority_, balance_, 
radiance, power, and preaching. These are the recoveries that reli-
gion is making in a bewildered world. 
v. The Highwa.z of God (1942). See section of this disser-
tation dealing with the I\vlnan Beecher Lectures on Preaching, page 
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rl. !!!! Lord's Prayer (1947). A series of sermons dealing 
with a step-by-step appreciation and understanding of each segment 
of this great prayer. 
vii. Now to Live (1946). A collection of twenty-five ser-
mons compiled near the close of the last war. They deal with the 
possibilities of great living now that the end of the war has been 
achieved. 
viii. ~Higher Happiness (1950). A discussion or series 
of sermons dealing with the Beatitudes. Dr. Soclanan takes each of 
the Beatitudes of Jesus and indicates how it contributes toward 
bringing true happiness to all people. 
ix. How to Belie-ve (1953). This book deals with a consideration 
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of the Apostle's Creed as an answer to men's problems. In using 
the Apostle's Creed as a basis, Dr. Sockman attempts to answer the 
questions that challenge man's faith. He answers the 11why" of 
their questions as well as the 11how. 11 Each chapter is divided 
into questions which these people ask. The final chapter on "The 
Life Eternal 0 is given as an example. 
liThe Life Eternal" 
Is Death a Disagreeable Subject? 
What Do We Mean by Resurrection of the Body? 
What Do We Mean by the "Life Everlasting"? 
Is Not Human Life too Big for the Body? 
Is HllD18Il Life Limited to the Fhysical Universe? 
Is the Universe Honest? 
Does Not a Father Keep Faith? 
What Will the Future Life be Like? 
How Can We Overcome the Dread of Death? 
As proof of the w~ this book helped one gentleman face his problem, 
the following account is related. Mr. and Mrs. Alfred P. Sloan of 
General Motors fame were members of Christ Church. Upon the death 
of Mrs. Sloan, her husband had difficulty in reconciling himself to 
the reason why his wife had to be taken from him. One dq he was 
introduced to Dr. Soclanan' s book, How~ Believe. This book so 
helped him understand the meaning of life that it inspired the fol-
lowing act of appreciation as recorded in the accompanying letter. 
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September 10, 1956 
Dear Dr. Sockman: 
How true it is that most of us are so busy with 
our personal affairs, more specifically perhaps making 
a living, that we live on and on without giving serious 
attention to life; its more fundamental meaning, and 
what eventually may lie ahead of all of us. Then sooner 
or later, some trageqy drives us below the surface of 
current events and responsibilities to seek life's ulti-
mate meaning and deeper values and purposes. 
In a ver;r tragic episode in my own life, I discov-
ered your book--"HOW TO BELJEVE." It threw light on my 
own problem and sent me exploring areas of thought that 
I had overlooked. I found it so helpful that I feel it 
might be of similar service to others, under like circum-
stances. 
For that reason, I am making it possible for Christ 
Church (Methodist) of New York City to place a cop,y of 
"HOW TO BELIEVE" in every Public Library throughout the 
United States. The Public Libraries contribute so much 
to the spiritual, social, and economic welfare and under-
stan:iing of our people that I believe they will welcome 
this highly informative, intellectual, and non-sectarian 
book to their shelves. 
Alfred P. Sloan, Jr. 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York 20, N. Y. 
133 
x. The Whole Armour of God (195.5). This book is based on 
St. Paul's advice to the Ephesians as recounted in Ephesians 6:14-17. 
Stand therefore, having girded your loins 
with truth, and having put on the breastplate 
of righteousness, and having shod your feet 
with the equipnent of the gospel of peace; 
abow all taking the shield of faith, with 
which you can quench all the flaming darts of 
the evil one. .'And take the helmet of sal va-
tion, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God. 
From this Biblical source, Dr. Sockman adopts his chapter headings: 
The Whole Armour of God 
The Girdle of Truth 
The Breastplate of Righteousness 
The Sandals of Peace 
The Shield of Faith 
The Helmet of Hope 
The Sword of the Spirit 
If we arm ourselves with these symbols showing God 1 s strength, we 
shall be able to stand firmly and confidently against all evll, and 
carry the love and truth of God forward into a world which desperate-
1y needs it. 
CHAPTER II 
THE MINISTRI OF RADIO 
1. Histo;y of National Radio Pulpit 
Through the weekly broadcast of b lational Radio Pulpit, Dr. 
Sockman reaches more people than through a.n:y other means. Indeed, 
;this program serves as a Blinistry to the entire countr;y. The Nation-
al Broadcasting COlllpany estimates that a radio congregation in excess 
of five million persons listen regularly to this half hour broadcast 
each Sunday morning. Due to the miracle or COIIJlunication, this pro-
gram has grown until in a single broadcast it now reaches more 
people than Saint PaUl probably preached to in his entire ministry. 
In order to stuc:Jy the history of this religious program, it is 
necessary to surwy the organizational background, the ministers who 
have been responsible for its wide acceptance, and the purpose be-
hind the broadcast. 
i. Organization. The National Radio Pulpit is the oldest re-
ligious program on the radio. Its first presentation as a national 
program was made in 1928 with Dr. S. Parkes Cadaan as the preaching 
minister. Actually, this religious radio service began in 1923 as a 
local program over Station W.E.A.F., lew York. After the organizing 
of the National Broadcasting Company, Dr. Cadman's local program be-
came affiliated with:,tbis national network and eventually was heard 
from. coast to coast. The fomer Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
134 
135 
in America, now the National Council, was and is the cooperating Prot-
estant organization which works together with the broadcasting camp~ 
in presenting this weekly broadcast. The time for this religious pro-
gram is donated by the National Broadcasting System. Similar free 
radio tDe is given to the National Council of Catholic Men and to a 
Jewish organization as well. 
ii. Ministers. Two outstanding ministers haw been responsible 
for the wide appeal and outstanding growth of National Radio Pulpit. 
(1) S. Parkes Cadman. Dr. Cadman was the first radio 
minister. In fact, he is the pioneer of religious broadcasting. 
Preaching such soul-searching sermons from a Bew York pulpit won him 
wide acclaim. and he was in vi ted to broadcast over the local radio sta-
tion each Sunday afternoon. Upon the founding of 'rhe National Radio 
Pulpit, Cadman was invited by both the Federal Council of Churches and 
the National Broadcasting CQilpan;y to be the Protestant voice for a 
nationwide audience. From this small begjnning the program has grown 
to iMmense proportions. 
In 1928, DE'. Cadman persuaded the Federal Council of Churches to 
select Ralph w. Sockllan as his sUIIII.6r replacement on this program. From 
1928 until the death of Cadman in 1936, Ralph Seckman could be heard 
during the summer months as the visiting minister of National Radio 
Pulpit. It was during this period that S. Parkes Cadman was scouting 
around for an outstanding preacher who could some dq relie-ve him of 
the broadcasting responsibility. 
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{2) Ralph W. Sockman. In 1936 the great radio congre-
gation was saddened to learn of the death of Dr. Cadman. Immediately, 
Dr. Sockm.an was invited to be Dr. Cadman's successor. Under Dr. 
Sockman's leadership this program has increased its congregation year 
by year. Dr. Cadman's appreciation for this young minister's preach-
ing ability is revealed in a letter recently received from a radio 
listener. In welcoming Dr. Soclanan back to the radio after his 
summer's absence, this listener quotes a statement that Dr. Cadman 
had personally made to her years ago regarding the future of The 
National Radio Pulpit. 
Ella, I'm glad you like the young man who 
takes my place on the Summer Radio Pulpit be-
cause I believe that will be his place later 
on. Keep your eye on him, he is destined to 
go far.l 
This letter from Mrs. Ella Graham Steele provides proof that before 
his death, Dr. Cadman had planned for the future of the religious 
program that he originated. 
iii. Purpose of Broadcast. The purpose of The National Radio 
Pulpit is to bring religion closer to the lives of men and women through-
out the country. .Religious programming is not beamed to catch only 
the active church member; but more important, it seeks to stimulate 
interest in the unchurched. 
1 Letter to Dr. Sockman dated September 2.5, 19.56 from an ardent 
radio listener. 
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The emphasis has always centered around teaching the central 
Christian truths. Being a non-denominational program, the emphasis 
has tried to magnify the great elements common to all Christianiv. 
It is the Protestant heritage which is continually being proclaimed 
without ever a sound of any sectarian inference •1 
National Radio Pulpit is not a competitor of regular church 
services. It is stressed that Dr. Soclanan 1 s program is not a substi-
tute !or going to one's own church. Rather, it is a means to increase 
people's interests in what the church has to offer its local congre-
gations. Approximately 90 per cent of the letters received from 
listeners, state that they hear this program while getting ready to 
go to their own church service. 
In order to be effective, Dl:'. Soclanan has to keep in mind the 
problems and concerns of the vast congregation he addresses. The 
letters he receives indicate that people of all age groups as well as 
social groups listen to him regularly. They present him with their 
problems, which furnish Dr. Soclanan with a knowledge of what to speak 
about. This is necessary because "you must think of the people to whom 
you are talking until you reach them so completely they forget them-
selves. n2 By reading many of the letters, Dr. Soclanan receives inspiration 
1 Interview with Mr. Wesley Goodman, Director of Broadcasting 
and Film Commission of the National Council of Churches. 
2 Interview with Dr. Sackman, September 26, 1956. 
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which guides him in selecting subjects to present to his many thousands 
of listeners. 
Another function of National Radio Pulpit is to draw families 
into a common fellowship though they be spread far and wide across the 
country. A mother in Detroit has a son in Miami and a daughter in 
Seattle. All three listen regularly" to Dr. Sockman' s sermons and 
though miles apart from each other, they are able to commune together. 
Aged shut-ins as well as young couples with children too small to 
attend church all receive spiritual uplift by listening to National 
Radio Pulpit. 
One of the main purposes and challenges of Sockman' s message 
is expressed in the following quotation from the !pan Beecher Lectures. 
The son of one of the nineteenth centlll7' s great 
pulpi teers reports privately that his father never 
preached wi t.hout thinking that perhaps some one was 
present who was hearing the last sermon of his life. 
And into ewry message he tried to put a note which 
would help that individual. The son went on tore-
mind me that in my radio congregations the number 
of hearers who would not be alive the followiDg 
Sunday would probably" be sufficient to fill a church 
of ordin.ary' size. The suggestion seemed so depress-
ing, even morbid, that I tried to relieve the gloom 
of the reaark by sqing that I realized I was preach 
1ng to a lot of •dead ones"; nevertheless, tbe com-
ment of that layman has lingered in nry thought to 
make me more sensitive to the unpredictable personal 
import of each sermon. In presenting special causes 
and public issues, the preacher should not forget 
that burdened, perplexed, and sorrowf'ul individuals 
sit before him. The sermon should never deteriorate 
into an impersonal topical discussion or defense of 
doctrine. Unless the listener leaves the church 
s~ing to himself, "That service was meant for me," 
for him the sermon has missed its aiJil.l 
l R. W. Sockman, The Higl!way of God, p. 124. 
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2. Description of Broadcast 
Choir: Introit. 
Announcer: .!!!_ National Radio Pulpit with Dr. Ralph w. 
Choir: 
Amouncer1 
Sockm.an. 
The National Broadcasting Campaqy and its 
independent affiliated stations present, 
transcribed, ~National Radio PUlpit, with 
Dr. Ralph W. Soclonan, produced in cmperation 
with the National Council of Churches. The 
title of Dr. Soclonan' s sermon todq is, 11The 
King who Serves." If you wish a free copy, 
send a post card or letter request to ~ 
National Radio Pulpit in care of this station. 
And now--here is Dr. Seckman. 
Upon hearing this weekly announcenent, more than fi w million 
people frcm all age groups reverently listen to the prayers and sermons 
of their beloved radio minister. In February of 19.56, this program 
was being broadcast over one hundred radio stations throughout the 
country. 
Until a few years ago, Sockman's program was a live broadcast 
originating :f.'rOJil the radio studio. Because of the Sunday morning rush 
in getting from the studio to his church in time to preach at the 
elevan otclock service, he switched from the live broadcast to a 
t.t-anscribed progran. Once a week he makes a trip to the National 
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Broadcasting Compaey where he records a sermon for the Sunday broad-
cast. The difference between a live broadcast and one which is 
transcribed is hardly noticeable. The sermon for the broadcast is 
generally a revision of the sermon preached two weeks previously at 
Christ Church. 
At the eleven o'clock service in his church, he preaches with-
out manuscript. From a recording of the service, his radio secretary 
takes a transcript of what he actually said. Then he revises this 
transcript for use as his radio sermon. In this way, the radio au-
dience receives the best result because "I can see what I meant to 
say, what I did Stl/f, and decide what I ought to have said. 111 
3. Evaluation of Program 
In 1955 an anaJ.ytical survey was conducted in order to evaluate 
the worth of religious broadcasting. The research was compiled under 
the supervision of three professors of Yale University. Among the 
religious programs studied were those conducted by Ralph Sockman, 
John Sutherland Bonnell, Norman Vincent Peale, Fulton Sheen, and 
Charles E. Fuller. 
New Haven, Connecticut, was chosen as a typicaJ. American city 
where most of the house-to-house interviewing took place. Two other 
cities, one in the Midwest and one in the South, were also studied and 
1 Interview with Dr. Sockman, September 26, 1956. 
the total findings from these three cities contrtbute to the results 
and conclusions that were made from this piece of research. These 
results were printed and published by Harper and Brothers in a book 
entitled The Television-~ Audience ~ Religion. The authors are 
Everett G. Parker, David w. Barry, and Dallas w. Smythe. 
These results point out some findings of great interest. In 
an analysis of six sermons preached by Sockman over the radio from 
Januar,r 6 to Februar,y 17, 1952, these researchers came to the conclu-
sion that Sackman's choice of favorable or optimistic references 
outnumber the unfavorable references by more than three to one. In 
other words, his sermons convey a feeling filled with great optimism 
in regard to the world in which men live. This was found to be quite 
different from the word study conducted on Fulton Sheen's sermons. 
With Sheen there is a less optimistic note. In evaluating this word 
study, the authors came to the following conclusions in regard to 
Sockman 1 s sermons. 
The picture that emerges from this kind of ward 
analysis is of a world in which the forces of good 
center in constructive character traits developed 
by the individual in his personal religious life 
through his direct relationships with God the Father 
and Christ the Master and Guide. Educational and 
religious institutions and Scriptures support this 
process of developing constructive character traits, 
and their principal mode of expression is through 
right (brotherly, loving) relations among men. 
Against these good traits (in Sockman' s sermons l
are posed the forces of evil: sin, death, sufter-
ing, which in man produce fears and frustrations 
and ignorance, and in the world produce a material-
istic money-centered cultm'e, war, the ncrowdn 
Entalit)", and corruption in business and politics. 
Sockman• s world has little or none of the demon-
ology of Sheen's. He does not evoke a picture of 
a world in whtch demonic powers have captured the 
universities, the psychiatrists, the sciences, the 
labor union, the 11intelligentsia," as does the 
Bishop. Sockm.an 1 s attitude toward evil is one of 
sorrow rather than of fear ar anger; he sees it 
usually as the diversion of the individual's life 
energies from Christian goals to ignoble ends. 
Sockman, on the whole, impresses upon the listener 
the fact that he has no one but himself to blame 
for his faillD."es. Moreover, the listener is as-
sured that it is not abnormal for a man to find 
himself a complex mixture of drives and attitudes, 
some of Which are admirable and others deplorable. 
Sockman does not use the semantic trap of sharp 
bipolarization. 
Despite the preoccupation of Sockman• s sermons 
with the individual, his social orientation is 
clearly that which has been known as the "social 
gospel. 11 He places his :influence on the side of 
those social developments which are generally class-
ifiBd as 11liberaJ.": i.e., the right of labor to 
organize, the participation of the United States 
in the United Nations, the extension of the bene-
fits of education to larger groups, the end of 
racial discr:im.ination. But the avenue for social 
change is clearly for him the reformation of indi-
viduals. In the sermons analyzed, he is not a 
•social reformer" nor an advocate of specific 
social action, although in other sermons he has 
made such advocacy.l 
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The survey found that Sockm.an' s radio audience is composed 
largely from the sixV"-five 7ear old bracket. It is estimated that 
one-third of the listeners are widows or widowers and that the ma.-
jori't;y of people are from a high educational level.2 
1 Everett C. Parker, David w. Barry, and Dallas W. Smythe, The 
Television-Radio Audience _!!!! Religion (New York: Harper & Brothers 
Publishers, 1955), p. 1.33. 
2 Ibid., p. 220. 
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Cri ticisn of Dr. Sockman' s approach is centered around the be-
lief that he speaks to people who are already sympathetic with the 
church 1 s program. He continues to sustain their interest through 
his radio program, but remains unable to draw new members into the 
fellowship. Dr. Sockm.an' s appeal is summed up in the following 
quotation. 
Sockman has a loyal and substantial audience 
that obtains deep satisfaction from his interpre-
tation of the Gospel. An older group, they fall 
into three groups. Some of them are shut-ins or 
others who for various physical reasons are out 
of touch with their own church. Some of them are 
p~sicallY able to go to church but prefer Sockman 
as a less demanding substitute. Still a third 
group find Sockman a stimulating, attractive guide 
to religious knowledge and belief while they par-
ticipate regularly in the activities of some church. 
The substance of tbe Sackman program is respectable, 
literate, rational religion of the type familiar 
in the middle-class Protestant churches of British-
American background.l 
On the whole, the entire report gives The National Radio Pu.l-
- --
pit a better rating than a.I\V of the other programs. However, :many 
of its critical evaluations are to be questioned. Since the major 
portion of the study was conducted in the city of New Haven (exclud-
ing the University community), the opinions of people in this Eastern 
city can hardly be considered to be a sample of the general feeling 
throughout the country. Dominated by a large foreign element loyal 
to the Catholic Church, this industrial city is far different !rom 
c<mmmni ties in the Middle and Far West, where the Catholic popula-
tion is less predominant, and where people's interest in the Protest-
ant Church is on a larger scale. In order to receive a t.rue 
1 ~., p. 389. 
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picture of the impact of National Radio Pulpit one needs to turn to 
the correspondence that floods the office of the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council of Churches. 
4. Radio Correspondence 
From September 1955 to August of 1956 over 100,000 pieces of 
mail were received by .!!!_National ~ Pulpit. Many of these were 
requests for printed copies of Dr. Sockman1 s Sunday broadcast. At the 
time this author was gathering research, the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission waa: printing over 21,000 copies of his sermons each week. 
On a yearly basis over ore million printed booklets of serm.ons are 
sent to all parts of the country as well as to distant places around 
the world.l 
Certain senaons bring a flood of letter requests fraa the lis-
teni.Dg audience, while other sermons create less enthusiasm. Dr. 
Sockman gives a good example in respect to this situation by saying, 
The volume of letters varies somewhat with the 
V'pe of sermon. Sermons which offer comfort in 
sorrov or hope of imlllortali ty usually receive a 
larger response than those which challenge some 
fona of social action. Shortly after Pearl Harbor 
I preached wo sermons about a month apart, the 
first one of which dealt with the theme, "I will 
fear not evil, for Thou art with me." I called 
it "Where Enemies enter Not. a The other sermon 
was entitled "When God Goes Along. 11 It was a pre-
sentation of the continuing presence of God when 
we have to leave situations in which we had long 
become established. These wo sermons drew a very' 
1 Interview with Mrs. Alberta ThOIIlpson ar the Broadcasting and 
Film COJIImission of the National Council of Churches. 
heavy request for copies. In between these two 
I preached a sermon on "The End of a Bad Start" 
in which I depicted the subtlety of sin on the 
slopes of Sodom. Apparently the listeners were 
not quite so eager to hear a discourse of their 
sins as to have promise of protection.l 
145 
All mail is received at the office of the Broadcasting ahd 
Film Commission. Letters that ask personal questions of Dr. 
Sockman are bn sent to his radio secretary at Christ Church. 
Many of the letters never reach Dr. Sockman' s desk because ques-
tiona duplicate themselves over the years and therefore his secretary 
reaches into extensive files to find Dr. Sockman's reply to a pre-
vious inquiry regarding the same subject. In the radio secretary's 
office one is able to f:ind files containing Dr. Sockm.an' s sermons, 
secular addresses, magazine articles, and other valuable materials 
including many letters. There are sufficient cross-reference so 
that the hazards of "losing" material in a complicated filing sys-
tem is greatly reduced. 
Letters of a routine nature are answered by the secretar,y with 
the approval of Dr. Sockman. A typical reply is found in the accom-
panying form letter. Note the warmth and personal interest conveyed 
1 R. W. Sockman, "Reaching People Where They Are," :!'!!! 
Pastor, April 1945. 
in this brief note. 
Dear 
---
Letters are of great help to those of us who 
speak over the air. And your letter is no excep-
tion. I am glad to hear frail the other end of 
the lim for it guides me in the planning or Dr¥ 
messages to 'lilY listening congregation. 
It is good to have you tell me of your per-
sonal experiences and reactions. While I wish 
I were near enough to my radio audience, these 
COBII!lunications give me the feeling that we are 
together in spirit. Will you keep me in your 
thoughts and prayers for we want to interpret 
the gospel as tully as possible. Christ gave so 
much good in us to share that we always feel how 
far short we come of our possibilities. 
I hope you will feel free to write me sugges-
tions or requests at any time. With all good 
wishes, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 
Ralph w. Sackman 
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The author spent several days reading the files of letters re-
ceived from the radio congregation. Out of thousands of letters, a 
number have been chosen w±th the intent of demonstrating the value of 
National Radio Fulpi t as expressed in the hearts and minds of this 
vast congregation. After all, the intrinsic worth of a project can 
not be calculated by the cold facts established from a research sur-
vey. The true value comes from the notes of appreciation of men and 
women who have found satisfaction and help in facing life's difficul-
ties. The exerpts of letters that follow have been chosen with the 
intent of representing as many di.ff'erent classes of people as possible 
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who listen regularly to this program. Note the diversi v in age, edu-
cational level, social class, ahd occupational level. Man;y of the 
letters are from Catholic and Jewish listeners. In several instances 
Sockman' s personal reply to a letter has been included. Note the in-
tilll.ate warmth and sincerity conveyed in these answers. It is in a 
testimoey such as is offered by these letters that the true worth of 
a man mq be evaluated. 
Le:tters fran radio listeners 
Advertising Representative, Pasadena, California. 
Thanks for getting me up before 7 A.M. Just a laboring man 
but you make my life richer daily. 
New York Executive. 
Your message is eloquent, evangelical and powerful, intellectu-
ally convincing and spiritually strengthening. I thank God 
for such prophetic preaching in this distracted time. 
New York Laborer. 
You are preaching Christian sermons and not giving us religi-
ous essays nor political theses. The effort you take to 
condense into a fifteen minute talk what so Dla1'lY people take 
one-half or three-quarters of an hour to say makes each word 
important and each sentence a message. 
J. c. Penney, Department Store Founder, New York. 
As this year is drawing to a close, it certainly is good to 
know that you will be carrying on in the commg year your 
great ministry to about five million radio listeners across 
the continent in your weekly appearances on the National 
Radio Pulpit. I continue to look upon you as one of the 
greatest forces far good among the many fine ministers in 
our various Protestant churches throughout the land, and I 
know it means a great deal to D1ailY people to be able to hear 
your .voice and your words of wisdom over the radio each week. 
Housewife, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
I think I can truthfully say that I have not missed even ona 
of your sermons in the many years which I have been listen-
ing. Your words inspire and help me beyond my powers or 
expression and I know that I am only one of maey in our little 
town ld:to allow nothing to interfere with this church 
service. 
Businessman, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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In your radio sermon today you remarked that you oftimes won-
dered how long we remembered what you had said. I want you 
to know that we may not remember just what you said, but the 
inspiration you give us is never forgotten. I listen to you 
each Sunday as I dress for church and after hearing you I am 
ready mentally and spiritually to enter God' s house. 
Businessman, Baltimore, Maryland. 
You convert t~ matter of religion into the business or liv-
ing. You make the matter of satisi'ying the inner conscious-
ness part of the day's work. 
American National Red Cross in Korea. 
We found your sermons in the sands of a Korean River Bed where 
they were left by departing chaplains who were forced to flee 
during attack. 
Housewife, Paducah, Kentucky". 
Will you excuse rrr:r intrusion while I tell you of somethl.ng 
your Radio Pulpit means to me and to millions of others? Deep 
sincerity, excellent manner and diction, dignified by smpli-
ci ty ~ ami· restraint. Grand imagination, perception balanced 
by rare down-to-earth common sense, and all based on the solid 
foundation of Christian faith. This would be enough for great-
ness but there is added some inner fcrce, some burning con-
victions that one feels but that perhaps lie too deep for words. 
Firefighter, Denver, Colorado. 
I would venture the guess that you receive ver,y few letters 
from firemen. Firemen generally are not articulate with re-
spect to their religious convictions; and tbe clergy seems 
to reciprocate this apparent indifference by paying little 
or no attention to firemen except at funerals or disasters. 
It's a shame, too; because it would pt>obably surprise you to 
know how ma.n;y firemen make your Sunday morning sermon a part 
of their experience wl'en they are on duty on Sundays. 
I liked your message last Sunday. I would not tell a preach-
er that I enjoyed his sermon because I think if sermons are 
enjoyed they've fallen short of what they were intended to 
do. But if they provoke me to a.r.w degree of introspection or 
self-examination or evoke acy sort of thinking process, 
they're good far me and I've enough shreds of a normal men-
tality left to like the things that do me good. 
~ ~ ~· !!· Sockman: I have read your letter with 
great interest for you are right, I do not get 
many letters from firemen and so I prize yours 
immensely. I have the greatest respect for the 
courage and fidelity of you men who protect our 
li-ves and property. Mq I SSiY that your letter 
indicates to ne that you might have been a writer 
or preacher if you had turned in that direction. 
I suppose you remember Billy Sund~ who used to 
refer to ministers as "fire escapes•; so perllaps 
we are in somewhat the same line after all. Wit~ 
your experience and your philosophy, you mo.st find 
life a rich and satis~ing thing. I wish I might 
meet you personally. 
Librarian, Perrysville, Maryland. 
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You remind me and are like Fhillips Brooks, when I used to 
hear him many years ago, when a little girl, and I lived in 
Cambridge, Mass. Your sermons are a great inspiration to me. 
Governor of Maine, Percival P. Baxter. 
Your address this morning was spiritual and uplifting. 
You gave us all greater Faith and your definition of Faith 
is one that will carry belief to man;y unbelievers. 
Catholic Lady, Louisville, Kentucky. 
I am a Catholic. For as many years as you have been on 
N.R.P. I have come home from mass and listened to you. You 
have added much to my religious life. I am still a better 
and more devout Catholic because your inspiring words re-
inforce my religious convictions. 
REPLY~ !• !• Sockmanz I prize your letter of November 
19th especially since it comes from a devout Roman 
Catholic. I am glad to discover how many listeners I 
have who belong to that faith. 
Jewish Lady a St. Louis, Missouri. 
I am not of your faith. However, I want you to know that 
I listen to you every Sunday morning. I have derived much 
comfort and help from your words. ~is is my WSiY of telling 
you so. 
Crank, Beverly, Massachusetts. 
I have no religion myself, and don't like preaching in the 
old sense of the word but when I hear self-evident truths 
put across in your s-tule, I am a grateful listener. 
CHAPIER X 
A MINISTRY TO THE WORLD CHURCH 
1. Methodist Churchman at Large 
Ferhaps no other Methodist clergyman is as well known, loved, 
and appreciated within church circles as is Dr. Sockman. Because 
his opinions are held in high regard, his counsel is constantly 
being saught where decisions of great magnitude are being formu-
lated. The author has chosen three areas within the Methodist 
Church where his service has been duly recognized. 
i. Delegate to Methodist Conferences. Through the years, he 
has continually been elected a delegate to Methodism's General Con-
ference. Since 1920 this quadrennial law-making body has met nine 
different times, and on each occasion Dr. Sockman was very much in 
evidence as a delegate. 
Likewise, his official capacity in Methodism's Jurisdictional 
Conferences has been quite frequent. :rn 1948, this body nominated 
him for the office of bishop. Feeling that he could be more effec-
tive in his work at Christ Church, he declined the invitation. Again, 
in 1952, his name was at the top of the list for the Episcopacy. The 
Sunday prior to the start of the conference sessions, he read an an-
nouncement from Christ Church pulpit requesting the withdrawal 
of his name fran the suggested list of candidates. The statement 
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uttered from Christ Church pulpit reads as .follows: 
Because the office of bishop was offered to 
me four years ago I have been requested to state 
~ position before the forthcoming quadrennial 
episcopal election at the Jurisdictional Confer-
ence in Harrisburg this coming week. 
1.51 
In the Methodist system a bishop holds an 
administrative position of great power and leader-
ship. It is an office to which every minister 
might normally aspire. I have very high regard 
.for the episcopal office and the men who hold it. 
For many years, however, I have been convinced 
that the greatest need of the contemporary church 
is the strengthening of the local pulpit. There 
is a tragic lag between the pronouncements or gen-
eral church conventions and the practices of local 
church congregations. We can never exalt the pul-
pit properly as long as we regard it as a stepping 
stone to administrative positions. Having held 
and taught these convictions, I would now seem 
inconsistent in leaving the pulpit far the bishopric. 
I am, therefore, withdrawing my name from the 
list of possible candidates, and plan to remain at 
Christ Church. 
My decision is further strengthened by' 11fY belief 
that my ministry over the National Radio Pulpit 
would be hindered by' the pressure or administrative 
work. The widening service of the church lies 
tlu'ough ecumenical and interfaith channels and I 
desire to devote my best energies to furthering 
interdenominational efforts. 
Forty years ago I joined this church while a 
student at Columbia Universi~. No other parish 
in America, to my knowledge, has taken one or its 
lq members, trained him for the ministry, engaged 
hiJJl as assistant pastor and then continued him as 
minister for thirty-five years. For this unique 
record or patience and support I am profoundly 
grateful. 
I was installed as the pastor of this church on 
the S~ before war was declared in April 1917. 
Having been your minister through two world wars 
and through the building of this recently com-
pleted church, IffY hope is to continue with you 
in enlarging the service of this parish to the 
local and world community. 
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In reading this statement one is able to recognize his great 
appreciation for the challenge offered by the pulpit. He is aware 
that by assuming the Episcopal office, his service to Christ Church, 
to the radio congregation, and to the world at large would of ne-
cessity have to be curtailed. He has spent his life building Christ 
Church both physically and spiritually. The National Radio Pulpit 
is a product of his !l;alen:t. His influence and interest in the 
ecumenical movement has been a life-long development. Why stop this 
tremendous work just as it is beginning to blossom forth into its 
fuller development? In turning over such thoughts in his mind, he 
is led to reject an offer that to most ministers would be the cul-
mination of their ministerial pursuits. Notice that in no way does 
he belittle the office of a bishop. His decision comes from a 
realization that his greatest contribution to the church can be as 
a preacher and pastor rather than an administrative official. 
Due to his decision, the position of the pastor of a church 
has been greatly heightened. The editorial section of a religious 
periodical testified to this by saying, 
It was time that someone resoundingly testi-
fied to the incomparable power, dignity, and 
opportunity of the pastor's job. Dr. Sockman 
1 Christ Church Paper, June 15, 19.52. 
would have been a good bishop--or a good insur-
ance executive or corporation head or anything 
else. He simply believes the pastorate is vitally 
important--refreshing in these d~s when seminary 
graduates clap each other on the back on commence-
ment day and say, "Well George, maybe some day 
you'll be a bishop." 
It would be more to the point if that final 
bit of comraderie sent off a young man to his first 
pulpit with the burning vision, "Some day, George, 
you'll be a good preacher--but not unless you give 
the pastorate your last full measure of devotion.tl 
15.3 
ii. Methodist Peace Commission. Since 1928, Dr-. Socloaan has 
been Chairman of the World Peace Commission of the Methodist Church. 
More recently, he has held the office of President of the Church Peace 
Union. During peacetime, Sockman considers himself a pacifist. He 
feels that the duty of any minister is to preach against warfare be-
fore hostilities begin. Once the conflict has started he puts his 
whole effort behind the war enterprise in an attempt to bring the con-
flict to a peaceful conclusion as soon as possible. Therefore, he 
cannot be called a thorough-going pacifist. His attitude regarding 
peace and war is expressed in a statement he wrote for the first 
issue of.!!!!! Magazine after Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor. 
The question of America's entry into the war 
has now- been closed by foreign hands. As a min-
ister of the Gospel 11fY duty as I see it, is to 
stabilize and comfcrt our people, to proclaim faith 
in the ultimate triumph of God 1 s wq despite the 
temporary rule of might, to foster the spirit of 
humility and self-sacrifice, to encdurage those 
attitudes which will best bring a just and durable 
peace out of the present conflict. Since we as a 
1 Editorial in Christian Herald, September 1952. 
nation are now committed to the use of force, 
let us use it in the spirit of police putting 
down internatio~ lawlessness, and not in the 
spirit of hatred. 
1S4 
Furthermore 1 in a Christaas message printed in Zion• s Herald 
following Pearl Harbor, Sockman appraises the comparative values be-
tween war and peace. 
At Bethlehem the best in us is reborn. The 
brutalities af war JSJJq crucify but they cannot 
destroy the faith and hope begotten by the birth 
o:r the Christ Child. In the Nativity manger we 
see the most real elements of life•-the love of a 
mother, the innocence of childhood, the sympathy 
of the simple-hearted, the m;rstery of godliness. 
From these it is a far cry '.trom the deceits of 
modern diplom&C7, the schemes of imperialistic gov-
ernments, the bombing o:r brother men. But the 
contrast does not belittle Bethlehem. Love still 
remains God 1 s last work. For the Christian, the 
law of love can never be repealed, however we may 
differ in our aethods of applying it. The Herods 
and Caesars who rule by violence and :rear have their 
dq and cease to be. But the Son of Man who came 
not to be ministered Ul'lto but to minister outlives 
the overlords. The babe born in Bethlehem is the 
Prine~ of Peace--and sane day he will be crowned 
King. 
As an official representative or spokesman of the churches 1 
peace movement, Sockman is asked to make periodic statements regard-
ing his views on world conditions. The two paragraphs just quoted 
reveal his alertness to world conflicts when the world was facing its 
most severe crisis. He is constantly aware of the great responsibil-
ity placed upon the church in periods of warfare. When hostilities 
1 ~Magazine, December 12, 1941. 
2 R. w. Sockman, "What I Plan to Say this Year to rq People," 
Zion's Herald, December 1941. 
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have ceased and the country seems weakened economically, poli tica.l.ly, 
physicaLly, and socially, it is the task of the church to lead the 
way toward bringing about a better world in which to live. This be-
lief was expressed in an address to a laymen's association in 1943. 
The United States should not try to be a 
sentimental Santa Claus, but it should be a 
generous Uncle Sam in helping the less pri v-
ileged areas to help theaselves. We should 
seek to develop dependables and not dependents. 
'lbe times demand a wider sense ot brotherhood 
which will include a new respect far all races. 
We treat other races as problems; we must lifrt 
them to the status of brothers. It is one thing 
to recognize the need of brotherhood. It is 
another to experience the feeling of fellowship. 
Our brotherhood must show- i tselt in a solution of 
tba race questions at home. This involves not 
merely Dlllllbers, but a new sense of sympathetic 
understanding. We must have a stronger bond of 
unity vi thin our nation than mere fear of a for-
eign toe. It all that holds our classes and 
races together is the danger of Germany, then 
beware of what mq happen when this war is over. 
Christianity can be the great cementing force if 
we are true to our Founder .1 
iii. World Methodist Conference. Soclaaan's association with 
Methodism spreads to all corners ot the earth. For marv years he has 
been a delegate to the quadrennial gathering of the World Methodist 
Conference. As recently as last September, he was one of the official 
spokesman at the meeting at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. In a 
speech entitled, "The Spirit of Methodism," Sockman aroused churchmen 
from all over the world to the great task that was theirs in adopting 
1 R. w. Sockman, "The Post-War Church in Society," Address to 
the Laymen's Association, November 11, 1945. 
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within their lives some of the great principles upon which John 
Wesley patterned his own life. His thesis rests upon the purpose 
stated in the introductory section of the speech. 
My belief is that the spirit of Methodism 
has a peculiar strategy for our times because 
of certain combinations, which it keeps. The 
vitality of the movement begun with Wesley is 
due in large part to the balance of the em-
phasis which he stressed.l 
From this premise Dr. Soclcman launches out to prove the point by 
underscoring several distinct contributions noted in Wesley's life 
that might be valuable for leaders of Methodism to follow in the 
twentieth century. 
Dr. Sockman indicates that the very context of the word 
Methodist is derived from the strict discipline and methodology ad-
hered to by the members of the Oxford Holy Club. Dr. Soclanan believes 
one of the great ailments of the church today is its lack of concern 
for a disciplined life. Too many ministers and laymen disregard the 
demands of religion and deal with only the rewards which the religious 
life offers. "In order to fill our pews, we are inclined to present 
the Christian faith as a commodity to be sold rather than as a cause to 
1 R. W. Sockman, "The Spirit of Methodism, n Address to World 
Methodist Conference, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, September 1956. 
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be served. nl Only through a disciplined life can men fully grow 
in grace. 
This address before the World Methodist gathering has been 
quoted frequently in the leading church periodicals. The message 
which Dr. Sockman delivered to his fellow churchmen dealt with 
important concerns of which the church is needful during these 
critical years. 
2. Federal Council of Churches 
As a for.mer President of The Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America (now called '!he National Council), Dr. Soclanan 
demonstrated his wide concern and interest in fostering an inter-
denominational fellowship of all churchmen. His association in 
the past with this organization has caused him many hours of heart-
ache. However, his complete dedication to a liberal program of 
inter-denominational activity that speaks out unhesitatingly on 
social questions has kept him ever constant in the need for basing 
value judgments upon Christian moral.i ty. The case in point has been 
the :numerous attacks made upon him by persons and organizations who 
label him as a Communist sympathizer. 
Part of this adverse criticism upon The Federal Council of 
Churches and upon Dr. Soclanan has came from people who question his 
motive in visiting Russia in 1946. '!his materialized in the following 
1 Ibid. 
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manner. Following World War II, The Federal Council of Churches 
helped persuade both church and national organizations to send money, 
food, clothes, and medicines to the Russians in order to ease the 
terrible situation developed by years of hard fighting. Ralph 
Sockman had no little share in promoting this program of Russian 
Relief. In July 1946, Sockman and six other American representa-
tives were sent on a two-week inspection tour of Russia for the pur-
pose of observing the effectiveness of the distribution of these 
articles given to Russian Relief. While in Russia they were the 
gmsts of the Soviet Government, the Soviet Red Cross, and the Red 
Crescent. 
Wherever they traveled thrrughout the Soviet Union, the party 
was received with great cordiali 'GY in spite of the fact that the 
Russian radio was broadcasting vicious attacks against the Western 
powers. 
After his return to tba United States, Sockman was in vi ted to 
address ma.Ili1 audiences concerning his trip to Russia. Especially was 
this true around 1952 when Communist witch-hunting was at its height. 
Excerpts fran these speeches fully express Sockman' s attitude. In 
an address at Hendricks College he sqs: "The best defense against 
Communism is the strong and heal't.lzy spirit of the community--the home, 
church, and the school."l 
In a Baccalaureate Sermon delivered at Ohio's Miami Universi~, 
l Daily ~ Journal (Warrensburg, Missouri), October 10, 1952. 
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he is quoted as saying, 
As with persons, so with nations. Our task is 
not to "get even" with Communism, but to get above 
it and thereby ahead of it. If we live up to the 
principles of our Founding Fathers, the world will 
discover that the Am:lrican way of life has infin-
itely more to offer than the Kremlin.l 
Moreover, Sockman gives excellent advice in an address before 
the 1952 General Conference of the Methodist Church meeting in San 
Francisco. 
If we support tbe church only as an insurance for 
our propert;r {insurance from Co.mnrani.sm) and practice 
prayer only as a means to success, then we are ma-
terialistic even as are the Communists. We are in 
danger of demeaning the soul-saving Church of Christ 
with a self-serving cafeteria for our pnysical needs.2 
McCall 1 s Magazi~ asked Sockm.an to write _an article on his ap-
praisal of the Russian situation. It is interesting to note that ten 
years later his prediction regarding Russia's non-use of a nuclear 
bomb has held true. In ending his article in McCall's Magazine, Dr. 
Sockman surveyed the situation by saying: 
The Russian people, I am sure, do not want war. 
The Russian govemment, I am equally sure, cannot 
afford another war in the near future. My belief is 
that the Kremlin will make peace difficult but will 
stop short of war. 
I have come back from Russia firmly opposed to 
the communist economic system. And for that very 
reason, among others, I shall work to avert war, for 
the one sure way to spread Communism would be to 
l R. W. Sockman, Baccalaureate Address, June 1952. 
2 R. W. Sockman, .Address before the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church, April 28, 1952. 
have another devastating world war. If we want to 
fight bad ideas, we must do so wi. th better ideas. 
As the Archbishop of Canterbury is reported to have 
said in private conversation, "You can't blast an 
ideology with an atomic bomb." 
I came back from Russia sad because of her inde-
scribable sacrifice and suffering, sad because the 
comradeship of the victorious allies has soured so 
tragically into fear and suspicion; and yet opti-
mistic that what Lincoln called the "better angels'' 
of our nature both here and in Russia will dispel 
the shadows with the light of understanding.! 
l6o 
In this statement, Sockman has made his position clear regard-
ing his opposition to the Cammmist economic system. In spite of the 
fact that he is strictly opposed to Comm.unism, his suspicious cri t-
ics have accused him of belonging to numerous organizations with 
Communist leanings. All of these accusations have been false and 
Sockman has been able to provide sound evidence as to his position. 
In a pamphlet prepared by the Fundamentalist organization known as 
the American Council of Christian L~n, Ralph Sockman is one among 
ma.ey who are accused of having helped Communist organizations. Groups 
listed under Sackman's name includes American Youth Congress, Emer-
gency Peace Mobilization, Fellowship of Reconciliation, and signer 
of "World Tomorrow" Poll. Other names of outstanding clergymen 
adorning the pages of this leafiet include: George A. Buttrick, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, E. Stanly Jones, G. Branley Oxnam, Henry P. 
Van Du.sen, and others. 
1 R. w. Sockman, "A Glimpse Behind the Iron Curtain," McCall's 
Magazine, January 1947. 
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'lhe American Council of Christian Lqmen comprises a splinter 
group who broke away fran the National Council of Churches. Their 
slogan reads: "Christian Americans must act vigorously and promptly--
or their churches will become no more than wings of the Caum.unist-
Socialist movement.nl 
What has been Dr. Sockman• s reaction to the lllal\f questions he 
has received from radio listeners and others in respect to his Can-
munist affiliations? On A.prll 14, 1955, he released the following 
survey and appraisal of the situation to the newspapers of the country. 
es?" 
Personally I have ignored such attacks because 
the leaders of Protestantism all understand the 
source of them since this material has been stemming 
frau a certain organization for many years. Never-
theless I do owe you a clarification and send you 
therefore, the following statEment: 
For several years a splinter Fundamentalist organ-
ization has been attacking the National Council of 
Churches and its predecessor, the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ. This organization is the great 
official representative of organized Protestantism. 
Because JftY radio program is sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches, I have been singled out for 
special attack in the hope that I would answer on 
the radio and in the public press and thereby give 
this organization a chance to appeal for radio time. 
Hence, I shall not name the organization which makes 
these attacks. 
During the World War II it was put to me as lff1' 
patriotic duty to be chairman of the Inter-Fait.h Com-
mittee for Russian Relief. Russia was our ally and 
the Russian Relief Fund was the largest i tam of our 
War Fund. I was associated with religious and edu-
cational leaders throughout the countr.f. In 1946 I 
did have some cormection with the American Russian 
1 Pamphlet entitled "How Red is the National Council of Church-
Institute because it was a cultural and educational 
association sponsored b,y leading citizens of 
America. I ceased to know anything about the or-
ganization in 1947 and I do not know What was its 
later history. During the time of lll:f connection, I 
never heard of its being charged with any kilid of 
subversive influence. It should be carefully dis-
tinguished fran the Society of American Soviet 
Friendship with which I had no connection. As a 
.former chairman of the Inter-Faith Committee for 
Russian Relief, I may have sent a letter to Moscow 
at the time of the 31st Anniversary of the Soviet 
Union. If so, I did it at the request of leading 
citizens in washington and New York. 
As to the World Youth Congress, I never belonged 
to it or attended azzy- of its meetings, and I have 
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no knowledge of its program. It is possible that I 
may have signed a call fer the Youth Meeting out of 
which it sprung. If so, this was done at the re-
quest of persons within the White House circle itself. 
If any one is still not satisfied about my patriot-
ism, I suggest they write the Honorable Herbert 
Brownell, Attorney General of the United States, who 
was nry parishiomr until he moved to Washington, and 
to J. Edgar Hoover of the Department of Justice, who 
has been a long-time listener to my National Radio 
PUlpit. 
I trust this statement will explain my position 
to my friends throughout the country and to all 
local groups Who are protesting quite sincerelY be-
cause of the literature disseminated by dissident 
groups. I do not expect this explanation to stop 
the attacks on me by the Fundamentalist organization 
for their attacks are made not for the purpose of 
getting "the truth, but merely for getting funds to 
carry on propaganda. 
A letter shall now be quoted which illustrates the calm tempered 
nature of Sockm.an. Always the genUeman, he writes with conviction 
but allows no trace of rudeness to creep into his replies. The follow-
ing letter is written directJ.y to the society issuing the accusations 
pertaining to his Communistic affiliations. 
December 12, 1949 
American Council of Christian Laymen 
Madison 1, Wisconsin 
Gentlemen: 
A publication entitled uHow Red Is the Federal 
Council of Cb.urches?u put out by your organization has 
just been sent to me. 
Of course the ministry of America understands 
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the motive back of this publication and the leaders which 
inspire it. Yet it :is tragic that in a time when we need 
a united church to combat Communism and the other evils, 
there should be such division within the Christian fold. 
Furthermore, the data in connection with 11\Y'Self is so 
inaccurate. According to your charges, I am connected 
with the American Youth Congress with which I never had 
an:y connection. Also withthe Emergencz Peace Mobiliza-
tion, a movement which I do not identify and on which I 
would be glad to have light. The third is the Fellowshie 
of Reconciliation of which I am not a member and the 
fourtli the Signer of "World Tomorrow" Poll which I again 
do not identii)' and so far as I can recall, have never 
had any connection with this. I should be glad to be 
enlightened. 
If the two about which I do not know can be proven 
to me as having had my support, then you are fifty per 
cent correct in your charges. If you cannot prove this, 
then you are one hundred per cent wrong. 
This seems to me to be a reproduction of an old folder 
which I found in circulation in Ohio last year. I called 
the matter to the attention of my friend, J. Edgar Hoover 
who is a radio listener of mine and knows my messages 
across the years. I feel a bit disposed to have him in-
vestigate this charge. If you continue to spread this 
literature, I shall do so. 
Very truly yours, 
Ralph w. Sackman 
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Again, the true character of the man stands out as he ac-
cepts all criticism with no apparent bitterness of heart. Such is 
the secret of greatness. 
3. World Council of Churches 
Ralph Sackman has been a delegate '00 both sessions of the 
World Council of Churches. Perhaps his greatest contribution is 
seen in an address delivered at the closing service of the First 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches held in Amsterdam. At 
this organizational meeting of the new ecumenical gathering, Sackman 
was asked to bring the sessions to a close by delivering an address 
that would support the need tor unity even though maey of the differ-
ences between groups had remained unsolved. 
To attempt a unification of churchmen representing one hun-
dred fifty denominations and forty-:-two different countries, was no 
simple assignment. Yet, Sackman was able to enlarge each delegate's 
imagination to the great possibilities that could mature through the 
growth of such an organization as the World Council. The following 
excerpts from this address will demonstrate the timeliness of his 
message and his ability to express the needs of the hour. 
At Amsterdam, a Council of Churches has been 
consUlllllated from a c<~~radeship of churchmen. A 
:meeting of minds has led to a linking of hands. 
A welding of wills has begotten a unity of spirit 
in seeking God 1 s will. As official representa-
tives frOJR one hundred and fifty churches resi-
dent in forty-two nations, we have signed a 
covenant which will .!lake history. 
Yet more significant than the motions passed 
here is the fact that he have been deeply moved 
by the spirit of God. We have felt a "Presence 
that disturbs us with the joy of elevated 
thoughts." We have been lifted out of our 
littleness and shamed out of our narrowness. 
We have not sought to dissolve our differences 
of doctrine in mere sentimental good will, but 
speaking our concepts of truth in life, we 
have grown toward that fullness which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Our very differences of belief have served to 
enlarge our vision of the vastness of truth as it 
is in Christ. No one of us claims for his com-
munion a monopoly of divine revelation. With the 
modesty of seekers, we realize that our systems of 
doc trine are but little islands of charted know-
ledge surrounded by a great ocean of m;ystery. The 
larger grows the island of the known, the longer 
the shoreline of the unlmown. Humbly conscious of 
our human limitations, we look "unto Him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly. above all that we 
ask or think. 11 
'!he passion of our witnessing will prove the 
path to greater unity. We have now started to-
gether am we are determined to stay together. But 
we can stay together on:!Jr as we advance together. 
If we care enough for our tordt s work, we shall 
find creative ways of witnessing together. 
Our work of witnessing must move fran nation to 
nation and fran race to race not as streams flow-
ing from higher to lower levels, but as the tide 
moves across the bosom of the sea--on the level 
drawn by the attraction of a Power above. There 
can be no racial or ecclesiastical condescension 
in Christ. 
The unity of the churches at Amsterdam will 
hearten the workers for unity among the nations. 
And although our present agencies for international 
order are as yet unperfected, if we give ourselves 
unitedly to doing the immediate duties which we can 
plainly see, we shall find light fran above break-
ing on those ultimate steps which are now beyond 
our vision. 
In the year 1620, a little band of Pilgrims set 
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out from the security of this lovely Holland to 
seek a home in the wilderness beyond the Atlantic. 
As they embarked, their pastor reminded them that 
the Lord had more light and truth yet to break 
forth from his Holy Word. In such expectancy 
pilgrims of the faith have ever set forth, never 
fully receiving the promises in their day and 
generation, "God having provided some better 
thing for us, that they apart from us should 
not be made perfect. n 
And so again we set out from Holland to the 
east and to the west, to the north and to the 
south, pilgrims lured by the vision of a larger 
brotherhood, "looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith.nl 
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The life and influence of Dr. Sockman has been traced from 
his boyhood country church in rural Ohio to his influence in 
great ecumenical assemblies of the present day. These two extremes 
ably illustrate the broad outreach of his interests and influence 
from the simplicity and unpretentiousness of life in a rural com-
muni ty in Ohio to the intricate network of complicated details 
associated with his ecumenical attachments. 
1 R. W. Seckman, Address at the closing service of the 
First Assembly of the World Council of Churches, September 4, 1948. 
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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this dissertation is to describe the life 
and ministry of Dr. Ralph Washi:ngton Soclaaan. The method of con-
ducting research for this stuc;tr is through personal discUBsion 
with Dr. Sockm.an, the reading of his published books, the reading 
of his sermons, and through personal interviews with lll8ll\Y of his 
associates. 
For purposes of effective organization the dissertation has 
been divided into three main parts, namely: {1) "A Biographical 
Survey" {Chapters TI through IV), {2) "The Christ Church Ministry" 
(Chapters V through VII), and {3) "The Ministry to the World" 
{Chapters VITI through X). 
In Part I the biographical account depicts Dr. Sockman' s 
life from birth to his present day endeavors. A consideration of 
his ancestoral background is followed by a description of his early 
youth. The educational side of his life is described as he pro-
gresses from the instruction encountered in the one room school 
house to the halls of higher learning as evidenced in his work at 
Ohio Wesleyan University, Columbia Universi'G,r, and Union Theological 
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SeDdnar,y. A section is devoted to a consideration of the reasons 
for his decision to enter the Christian ministry. The joys and 
sorrows of his family life are dealt with and this first section 
concludes with a listing of the maqy honors bestowed upon him. 
Part 2 describes Dr. Soclaa.an' s relationship to Christ 
Church as he assumes the role of pastor, church administrator, 
and preacher. In describing Ill:-. Sockman in his pastoral relation-
ships an attempt is made to depict the type of constituency that 
comprises the membership of Christ Church. This section describes 
how he understands the needs and problems of the city population. 
In considering his ability as a church administrator an account is 
given of his leadership as evidenced through the building of Christ 
Church both from a pb;ysicaJ. and a spiritual standpoint. The total 
organizational :framework of the church is considered. In his role 
as preacher, a considerable amount of illustrative material is 
given concerning the organization and content of sermons as well 
as a survey of the titles, themes, and trends of his sem.onic ma-
terial. The entire field of sermonization is described :from. the 
gathering of material to the actual delivery of the message. 
A consideration of Dr. Soclaaan' s ministry to the church at 
large is considered in the third and fi.nal part of the dissertation. 
His teaching ministry to the students at Yale Divinity School and 
of Union Seminary illustrates the outreach of his ministry as it 
infiuences ministerial students. As further evidence of his teach-
ing ministry a brief statement describing his pu.blished books is 
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given. His cont.ribution to the greater church is shown by a study' 
of his vast radio ministry. A brief history of the National Radio 
Pulpit is followed b,y a description of the broadcast. Included in 
this section is a compilation of letters received by Dr. Sockman 
:0:-om the macy radio listeners. This radio correspondence tends to 
reveal the various types and classes of people who are weekly lis-
teners to National Radio Pulpit. The final chapter deals with 
Dr. Sockman' s activity in the great ecumenical movement of Christen-
dom. Consideration is given to his work with the General Conference 
of the Methodist Church, The Methodist Peace Commission, The World 
Methodist Co~rence, ~e Federal Council of Churches, and the 
World Council of Churches. 
This dissertation stands as a sympathetic descriptive study 
of a ministry which is regarded by millions of people throughout 
the world as an achievement of great and beneficial infiuence vi thin 
the framework of modern Christian Societ,y. 
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